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The Japanese Language Education for Doctoral Students
in Preparatory School for Chinese Students to Japan

YOKOTA Atsuko

This paper reports the Japanese language education held in the Preparatory School for
Chinese Students to Japan during the period from 1998 fall to 1999 summer. The program
has two courses, namely, an 11-month doctoral course and a 6-month post-doctoral course.
This year is the third year since the syllabus, curriculum, textbooks and examinations were
fixed for these two courses. We found that an overall change was not necessary although
some modifications may be helpful to improve their effectiveness.

This year, the students enrolled in the doctoral course were 51 while those in the post-
doctoral course 46. These figures were different from the original plan, which had been 40
and 56 respectively. As a result, the organization of classes for doctoral course became quite
irregular, namely, two classes were formed for introducing sentence patterns and vocabu-
lary, and three classes for practicing. The class size, classroom hours and the teachers were
forced to be changed four times in 11 months because of the availability of the teachers.

Since the Japanese teachers are sent to China in order to meet the needs of the courses
planned beforehand, it is desirable that the original framework is maintained. It is also
suggested that the preparations of teaching materials other than the textbooks should be
done by the Japanese teaching staff before they go to China, because after their arrival in
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China there is no time to look for suitable teaching materials. Audio and video tapes are
found to be quite useful for introducing situations for the sentence patterns which had
already been learned by the students.

—292—



