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The Meaning and Usage of “wakeda”

YOKOTA Atsuko
The basic usage of “wakeda” is to express the speaker’s attitude of recognizing that there

is a logical relationship between two events. It seems, however, that a phrase with “wa-

keda” sometimes indicates a result and sometimes a cause depending upon the context.
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Furthermore, it could be a paraphrase of another event. Therefore, learners of Japanese
find the usage of “wakeda” quite complex.

In this paper, the meaning and usage of “wakeda” are analyzed, based on the speaker’s
recognition of events. An event “Y” has happened as a result of a cause “X,” and also it has
caused an event “Z.” The order of happening of the eventsis X = Y — Z. After recognizing
an event “Y”, however, a person someﬁmes thinks its cause “X,” sometimes thinks its result
“Y” and sometimes grasps the event from another point of view. The recognition of events
has several flows pointed by the arrows, and wakeda” is put to the phrases expressing these
events where the arrow goes.

X « Y - Z
o
v

“The usage of “wakeda” can be divided into 5 categories. The first category is Y — Z. The
speaker expresses an attitude of recognizing a result of an event. The secondis Y — X. The
speaker expresses an attitude of recognizing a cause of an event. The thirdisY - X - Y.
The speaker expresses an attitude of understanding the relationship between a cause and
its result. The fourth is Y — Y’. The speaker presents another interpretation of an event.
The fifth is a derivative usage.

When “wakeda” is taught in classes for the first time, it is advisable for a teacher to make
the learners just understand the speaker’s attitude and not to make them use “wakeda” by

themselves since the usage of “wakeda” has such complex and subtle meanings.
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