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The Japanese Language Education for Non-native
Elementary School Children

YOKOTA, Atsuko

The Japanese language education for non-native elementary school children is
divided into two categories, namely, Japanese education as a foreign language and
Japanese education as a second language. The Japanese language education for non-
native children who are admitted to Japanese public elementary schools belongs to
the latter category, of which the objective is to teach Japanese as a means of com-
munication.

These non-native children are likely to stay in Japan for a long period and have
education in Japan up to higher level. They, therefore, have to master Japanese not
only for daily life in Japan, but also for studying content subjects at schools.

It is necessary to distinguish between the language required in informal every-
day situation and the language required in academic situation. In general, the latter
is cognitively demanding and context-reduced communication. Since the language
required in academic situation is much demanded in terms of information processing,
it takes much more time to master it than the language required in informal every-
day situation.

Accordingly, non-native elementary school children are put in a situation to
study content subjects using insufficient Japanese. It is, therefore, important that
all teachers, not only Japanese language teachers but also content subject teachers,
who are involved in education of non-native children, help them study. In order to
improve communication with non-native children, it is useful to increase contextual
support by using pictures, photos and replicas, as well as experiments, training and
observation. It is also useful to reduce cognitively demanding elements by explaining
the contents in advance in children’s native language and by using easy Japanese,
speaking slowly, or repeating important words.

Schools must support the academic development of non-native children. In
order to do this, all teachers at school are required to participate in teaching them.
Content-based language instruction seems to be quite suggestive for this purpose, and
concrete instruction techniques of supporting non-native children should be further
studied.
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