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Bond U 2(2) 1(0) 1(1) 4(3)
Central Queensland U 7(0) 7(0)
Griffith U 25(1) 28(12) 12(4) 65(17)
James Cook U THE - - - -
U of Queensland 13(0) 25(8) 18(6) 3(0) 56(14)
Queensland U Technology 0 6(2) 6(2)
U of Southern Queensland 0 0 0 0
U of Sunshine Coast 0 0 0 0
ACU HE - - - -
Charles Sturt U 0 0 0 0
Macquarie U 0 7(1) 5(2) 12(3)
Southern Cross U
U of Newcastle 4(2) 4(2)
U of New England THe - - - -
U of New South Wales 70(6) 13(5) 12(1) 5(1) 95(12)
U of Sydney 0 51(17) 23(12) 74(29)
“U of Technology, Sydney” 2 (0) 2(0)
U of Western Sydney 2(0) 0 2(1) 4(1)
U of Wollongong 0 2(1) 1(0) 3(1)
Northern Territory U N - - - -
U of Tasmania 9(0) 4(2) 1(0) 14(2)
Deakin U 0 3(1) 3(0) 6(1)
La Trobe U 1(0) 11(4) 9(5) 1(0) 21(9)
Monash U 1(0) 69(38) 25(10) 95(48)
RMIT U 0 0 0 0
Swinburn TEE - - - -
U of Melbourne 2(0) 45(16) 4(4) 51(20)
Uof Ballart 0 0 0 0
Victoria U 0 7(1) 1(0) 8(1)
Curtin U 2(0) 3(1) 5(1)
Edith Cowan U 0 0 0 0
Murdoch U 0 0 0 0
U of Western Australia 11(6) 3 (1) 14(7)
University of Notre Dame 0 0 0 0
Australian National U 0 70(42) 63(20) 133(62)
U of Canberra 0 0 0 0
Flinders U THe - - - -
U of Adelaide N - - - -
U of South Australia 4(2) 3(1) 7(3)
TOTAL 132(9) 361(158)  193(71) 686(238)
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Japan-related studies in Australia
-An analysis based on topics of masters’ and doctoral theses-

MIYAGI, Toru

The learning of Japanese in Australia at the beginners’ and intermediate levels has
been regarded to be very active and popular in the world, but less attention has
been paid to Japanese studies. There seems to be no basic reference as to what
topics in Japanese culture and society undergraduate and postgraduate students are
interested in. In this article, the topics of masters’ and PhD theses regarding Japan
and Japanese language were surveyed using the library catalogues of twenty-two uni-
versities in Australia, and discussed with supportive data.

About 550 related theses were found from the catalogues. The results show that 44%
of masters’ theses and 37% of doctoral theses were submitted by Japanese students,
32% (137) of which were related to Japanese language or communication. On the
other hand, Australian students tend to choose their topics from wider areas such as
politics, foreign affairs, defense, history, literature and art, as well as language-
related fields. Each university has quite different numbers of the theses and a
unique tendency of related topics, probably because of the expertise of its staff mem-
bers. The data also showed that in most universities the numbers of the theses
jumped in the 90s, as Japanese students dramatically increased.

The results indicated that the studies of the Japanese language and Japanese lan-
guage teaching have shared a greater part of Japan-related studies in Australia, espe-
cially since the last decade, which caused a slower development of Japanese studies
among young researchers, as expressed in the concerns of Sugimoto (1992) and
Stockwin (1997). The study also revealed the lack of learners’ points of view in the
field of “Nihon jijoo kyooiku” (education for understanding of the present Japan to
non-native Japanese students in Japanese universities), about which active debates
for reconsidering how and what to teach have been continued over the last few years
in Japan. Further needs-analyses are expected in order to investigate different
learners’ interests and contribute to the area of study.
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