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Towards Development of Oral Education

UMEOKA, Mika MIYAGI, Toru

This article reports a new development of a conversational class in the third semester
for undergraduate students at the Center. The classes conducted up until 1999 didn’t
sufficiently cover the communication skills necessary for life outside the center and hence
a new class was developed. This class involved practice with Japanese visitors (volunteers)
in order to provide authentic situations and had three focus points;

1. Students should be more active and try to think for themselves about how to communi-
cate in Japanese.

2. Students should observe Japanese and conversational behavior.

3. Students should not only use sentence patterns they have learned, but think of alterna-
tives that suit the situation.

It is hoped that these classes will enable students to develop a sense of Japanese over and

beyond typical grammatical structures and provide them with a base to build upon after

leaving the center and taking up study at Japanese universities.
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