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Creating a Theoretical Framework for Qualitative
Interviews with Graduates :
Application of Kim’s Structural Model of
Cross-cultural Adaptation

MIYAGI, Toru

Although huge amounts of national funding have been used on Japanese
government scholarships, there have been very few studies carried out on the
cost-effectiveness of this system. Furthermore, follow-up studies have not been
carried out systematically. Since 2004 the author of this article has been
conducting research on former students of JLC-TUFS who were granted
Monbu-(kagaku-)sho scholarships as pre-undergraduate students. This article
discusses a theoretical framework for follow-up interviews with graduates who
are granted undergraduate Monbu -(kagaku-) sho scholarships. Based on the
results of a pilot study, it looks at (1) what questions were asked or not asked
about students’ study experiences in Japan, and (2) which questions can be
answered by Kim’s (2001) model of cross-cultural adaptation, which is based on a

general systems approach.

The results of the pilot study show that although the framework of Kim’s
adaptation theory was created on the assumption that a cross-cultural stranger
is expected to adapt to a host culture, it is clear that many factors have to be
considered, including their mother cultures, second or third cultures, and of
course the Japanese environment. When we examine the experiences of these
former scholarship holders, we find they often have to re-adapt to other
countries after staying in Japan, or have to face re-entry shock in their original
countries. Therefore, a modification of Kim’s model is necessary for the purpose
of this study. It is also revealed that there are some issues that students rarely
talk about unless the interviewer brings them up, such as their personality and

living status before they came to Japan.
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Finally, a theoretical framework, developed from the Kim’s structural model,
for new research on these former scholars is presented. In addition, the attention
to the views of hosts (staff members of the center, etc.) to the former scholars is

highlighted for the future qualitative research.

—212—





