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The Instruction of a Writing Skill in Japanese at the
Beginners' and Intermediate Levels
- Aiming at Academic Japanese -

YOKOTA, Atsuko

Japanese language learners who plan to study at Japanese universities
need to acquire a skill to write academic papers in Japanese. Academic papers
are different from novels and essays in the sense that they should be written
objectively and logically. They are also different from letters or short notes in the
sense that they are addressed to the public. Moreover, academic papers must
follow certain formalities. How to be taught from the beginning in order to
acquire a skill to write academic papers in Japanese is the theme of this study.

At the first half of the beginners' level, it is important for learners to get
used to writing Japanese sentences using hiragana, katakana, kanji and
punctuation marks. Learners should be encouraged to write answers to
questions, dictations, memos and one-paragraph compositions. At the latter half
of the beginners’ level, it is important for learners to write compositions that
consist of several paragraphs with consistency and coherence, considering the
content and the structure. In order to do so, proper usage of demonstrative
pronouns, conjunctions and particle “I¥” should be taught in contexts.

At the intermediate level, learners are often instructed to use newly taught
sentence patterns and words as many as possible in their compositions. This
practice, however, is not very helpful for them. Instead, the styles and sentence
patters proper to academic papers should be introduced. Academic papers must
be objectively written. Certain sentence patterns, therefore, should be avoided in
academic papers because they are expressions of subjective feelings. At the same
time, sentence patterns that have such functions as classification, definition and
comparison should be introduced and practiced because they are often used in

academic papers.
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