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5/18 Mongolia Copper and gold mining industry and environmental destruction
Vietnam Environmental destruction in Vietnam forests
Bulgaria Environmental destruction in Bulgaria caused by illigal building
Indonesia Mud flood in Porong, Sidoarjo: Marine and land exposure and air pollution
5/25 Uzbekistan Aral Sea Problem
Peru Environmental problems in Peru
Romania Why do people in Romania not care about nature anymore
6/8 India Ganga river pollution
Macao Yellow sand (Asian dust) phenomenon in China
Thailand Destruction of mangrove forests in Thailand
Singapore River polution and the cleaning up the rivers
6/15 Turkmenistan Caspian Basin Alert: Environmental impacts
Uganda The status of forests in Uganda
Russia Decreasing forests in Russia inherited from the USSR
Cambodia Forest destruction in Cambodia
6/22 Nepal Environmental concerns in Himalayas of Nepal
Malaysia Water, Earth and Air
USA Air polution in Texas
Iran Air pollution in Teheran
6/29 Korea Contamination by Saemangum Tideland Reclamation Project
Fiji Destruction of the coastal lines in Fiji
Nigeria Ecological effects of oil exploitation in Nigeria's Niger—Delta
Azerbaijan Environmental problems in Azerbeijian
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Revision and development of a “Multicultural

Communication” class for pre-undergraduate students at
JLC-TUFS

MIYAGI, Toru

The objectives of this paper are to discuss and report on implementation,
evaluation and revision of the contents of a class called “Multicultural
Communication”, in which a new topic about environmental destruction in
different countries was introduced to the class.

The main activity of the class so far, has been to introduce ‘wonderful’
cultural aspects of the students’ mother countries to other nationals. But the
author points out that there are some potential pitfalls that might create
misunderstandings about the culture introduced by the presenter who may
introduce stereotypical aspects of one culture. By introducing activities based on
“Introductions to many cultures” we can enjoy a variety of many different
cultures with humor in a pleasant atmosphere. However, we also often notice
that the world does not improve without discussing serious issues. In order to
mitigate this concern, the author tried to put a new topic of discussion
“environmental destruction seen in my country” into the class activities this year,
because the issue has been become a world-wide concern.

The class was composed of thirty three international students from twenty
three countries. Although each country has unique environmental problems,
many of which did not seem to be related to other countries' problems, the class
members gradually realized that environmental issues in one country are often
deeply linked to political and economical status in other countries.

Feedback from the students indicated that the presentations were
instructive and meaningful, although sometimes the audience got somewhat
depressed. In order to revise the content of the class next year, it is proposed that

both the positive and negative sides of each culture should be dealt with.
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