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What is the “Concreteness” Required for A One-Minute Speech?
— In Case of Problem-Solution Speech —

KUDO Kanako

This research was conducted for the purpose of determining the “concreteness” that
is required for a persuasive one-minute speech with “problem-solution” structure. In order
to illuminate actual differences between concrete speeches and non-concrete speeches,
four analytical categories were employed for comparison: (1) giving concrete examples;
(2) citing statistical data; (3) giving a definition of a term; (4) indicating the cause-effect
relationship.

Twenty-two concrete speeches and twenty-six non-concrete speeches produced by
intermediate learners of the Japanese language were compared using the above-mentioned
four analytical categories. From both quantitative and qualitative analyses, the following
factors were identified as the keys to determine the “concreteness” of problem-solution
one-minute speeches on social issues: (1) citing statistical data to show the present
situations of the problem; (2) giving concrete examples and indicating the cause-effect
relationship to explain the causes of the problem; (3) giving concrete examples to show
the measures for the problem.

These results indicate that in an academic one-minute speech, “concreteness” is
closely related to speaking objectively or precisely and to illustrating the relations among

matters.
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