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An Analysis of Constituent Elements of Potential
Sentences,Comparing the Case of Using Intransitive Verbs with
That of Using Transitive Verbs Paralleled to Them

KUSUMOTO Tetsuya

This paper analyzes constituent elements of potential sentences which include
intransitive verbs marked by no conjugated form of potentiality (hereafter referred to as
“unmarked intransitive potential sentence”) in comparison to those of potential sentences
which include transitive verbs conjugated as potential form (hereafter “marked transitive
potential sentence”). A sentence is analyzed as the following constituent elements: Agent
(A); Motive (M); Influential Move (IM); Causal Factor of Realization (CF); Predicate
of Resultant Situation (RS); Subject of Resultant Situation (S). Focus is placed on the
relationship between these elements. As a result, in unmarked intransitive potential
sentences, S is closely connected with CF in that CF reflects the S’s property. On the
other hand, in marked transitive potential sentences there is a close connection between
A and CF in which CF reflects A’s condition. For example, an unmarked intransitive
potential sentence “Doa ga akanai. (The door wouldn’t open.)” implies that RS (not
open) is realized by S (the door)’s situation (i.e., it is locked), while in a marked transitive
potential sentence “Doa ga akerarenai. (I can’t open the door.)” RS (not open) is realized
by A (a doer; i.e., I)’s situation (i.e., I can’t use hands; it is prohibited to enter the room).
Thus, choice of an unmarked intransitive verb or marked transitive one in a potential
sentence depends on whether CF belongs to S or A, the former constitutes the unmarked

intransitive potential and the latter the marked transitive one.
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