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On “ti-form” of modern Shuri dialect of Okinawan language

HANAZONO Satoru

Japanese and the Ryuukuuan languages are languages which have a parent language
in common. In recent years, because Ryuukuuans have been listed as endangered
languages by Unesco, research interests are greatly growing.

Verbs of Okinawan language, one of the Ryuukuuan languages, have “ti-form”, the
form corresponding to “te-form” of Japanese.

I collected examples of ti-form from writings written by modern Shuri (a dialect of
Okinawan) spakers , and classfied their usages into four categories.

(1) succession

haru-kara ?Nmu tuti, kadaN.

field. ABB sweetpotetos. ACC  take.ti-form  eat.past DEC

(2) sub-action

2isu-Nkai ’ici, sumuci ’jumuN.
chair-DAT sit.ti-form book. ACC read.nonpast. DEC
(3) reason
Pami-nu huti, ikaraNtaN
rain. NOM fall.ti-form go.possible.NEG.past

(4) contrast

Taruu-ja saNsiN hwici, Ziruu-ja mootaN.

taroo-TOP saNsiN.ACC play.ti-form Ziruu-TOP dance.past. DEC
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