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Do not run outside until the shaking has stopped!
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Cover your head and yourself!
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Keep 1n mind about the aftershock!
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Pay attention to information given on TV or Radio.
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Collaborative learning of disaster prevention:
Discussion based on four practical cases for international students

MIYAGI Toru, HANAZONO Satoru and NAKAI Yoko

Keywords: disaster prevention learning, collaborative learning, Japanese teaching

materials, “self-help/ mutual-help/public-help”

After the Great East Japan Earthquake (GEJE) occurred in March 2011, we launched
a learning project for earthquake disaster prevention at JLC-TUFS. This article explains
what we have learnt from the project, made up of international and Japanese students,
plus teaching staff. Firstly, we analyzed the results of an interview with a professor who
has been studying issues regarding problems for non-Japanese residents who experienced
the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in comparison with the results of a questionnaire
for international students who suffered from the GEJE in order to determine the direction
of our study. Secondly, we investigated four types of educational practices: (1) Disaster
Prevention Manuals compiled by international and Japanese students and the teaching
staff; (2) Evacuation Drills for big earthquakes; (3) Workshops on earthquake held by
Japanese students for international students; and (4) disaster prevention education in
a middle-advanced Japanese language class. Finally, we concluded that collaborative
learning among international and Japanese students and teaching staff is imperative to

foster a spirit of “self-help, mutual-help, and public-help”.
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