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Japanese “...kana to omou” Construction

Used to Express Opinions and Comments:
A Construction to Avoid Conflicts and Frictions and to Protect Speakers

SUZUKI Tomomi

The purpose of this paper is to examine the meanings and functions of Japanese
expression ““...kana to omou”. This expression is recently observed in TV news programs
or interviews by specialists or by general people. They use it to express their opinions or
to give some comments on current affairs.

“...kana to omou” is used to avoid possible conflicts or frictions between the speaker
and the audience by not sharing the judgments of the speaker. By using ““...kana” or “...na”
in a complement clause of “zo omou” can give a monologue like tone. Consequently the
speaker’s opinion is softened and will sound less assertive.

I think this is a way to protect oneself from oppositions and avoid possible

complaints from others. It is used as a new kind of communication strategy.





