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Task Design of the Intermediate Japanese Textbook, Deai

KUDO Kanako

The Japanese Language Center for International Students, Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies has been developing a new Japanese textbook for upper intermediate
students. The textbook is entitled Deai, and consists of six themes related to Japanese
society and culture, and four tasks (two oral presentations and two interviews)
corresponding to the themes. This paper illustrates how the four tasks are designed from
the following perspectives: 1) connections between themes and tasks; 2) purposes and key
learning points of the tasks; 3) task goals; and 4) relations between tasks and subtasks.

First, each theme and its corresponding task are strongly connected to each
other through a specific common concept such as “Japanese culture looked at through
one’s own cultural filter” and “the history of a nearby local community and the local
individual’s feelings toward the community.” Therefore, a deep understanding of the
themes of the textbook is indispensable to carrying out the tasks, and vice versa.

Second, each task has two purposes determined by two perspectives, “understanding
of the theme” and “language competency.” With those purposes, the key learning
points of each task are determined by two aspects, “academic skills” and “language
expressions.”

Third, the goals of each task are clearly expressed in a “Task Can-do Checklist,”
in a manner reflecting the purposes and key learning points of the task. Learners can
self-check their own levels of achievement of the task goals, through which they can
recognize their own improvements as well as problems.

Fourth, each task consists of eight or nine steps to follow, the “subtasks”, so that the
learners can achieve the task goals in a step-by-step manner. In carrying out the four tasks,

some common subtasks are repeated sequentially, such as “learning the structure and
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expressions of the oral presentation,” “writing a script,” “making an oral presentation,”
“discussing the theme,” and “doing a self-check of the task.”

Users of this textbook will surely be able to acquire the academic skills and Japanese
language proficiency by carrying out the four tasks in connection with the six themes and

by repeating the same subtasks during the tasks.
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