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Fostering Oral Expression Ability in Upper Intermediate Learner

A Formative Learning Support Approach
Using Stage-by-stage Learning Processes

TORAMARU Masumi

In this paper we report on a trial using a formative learning support approach in
upper intermediate classes at the Japanese Language Center for International Students,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (JLCTUFS).

Generally, even for upper intermediate students that face almost no difficulties with
everyday conversation, advanced level academic speeches and academic presentations
are difficult. These learners experience deficits in their ability to express themselves
in Japanese as they lack the skills and metacognitive abilities required to manage such
tasks. In order for them to perform smoothly, they must acquire the expressions and
language skills basic to speeches and presentations, have actual experiences and develop
the metacognitive skills required to be able to evaluate their own linguistic behavior
objectively.

Accordingly, we established two stage-by-stage learning approaches and put these
approaches into practice aiming to improve learner acquisition of Japanese expressions,
overall skills and metacognitive abilities during the learning process. One approach,

employed throughout the entire allotted classwork time, consists of four stages: “sentence

2 G ELINT3

pattern/expression learning,” “technique learning,” “project work,” and “the reflective
process.” The other approach, involving learning stages in the project work, consists
of five stages: (1) purpose/motivation, (2) research planning, (3) research report, (4)
examination and (5) presentation. In each stage, every learner makes a speech, participates
in collaborative peer learning, receives correction from teachers, and demonstrates what
has been learned in a final presentation.

As mentioned above, in this trial, we attempted to implement formative learning
support to complete presentations by going through several learning stages. It can be said
that through this approach learners are able to complete their presentations as well as

improve in use of Japanese expressions, skills and metacognitive abilities.
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