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The Tendency of the Level Placement of ISEPTUFS Students
in JLPTUFS

KUDO Kanako, IJUIN Ikuko

The Japanese Language Program of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (JLPTUFS)
has provided various categories of international students with the opportunities to study
Japanese over the last twelve years since 2004. In the past couple of years, the number
of students on the International Student Exchange Program of Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies (ISEP students) has remarkably increased, in response to the “Doubling
International Students Plan” promoted by TUFS. In accordance with this rapid and
continuous increase of ISEP students, JLPTUFS has had difficulty in predicting the class
size of each proficiency level, from elementary to upper advanced, and designing the
class schedule of the program. If the tendency of the level placement of ISEP students,
who hold a majority in JLPTUFS, is grasped, it will be of great help for the program to
optimize the class schedule.

For the purpose of investigating the tendency of the level placement of ISEP
students, we analyzed the levels that 480 students from 87 partner universities of TUFS
were placed in the first term of JLPTUFS in the past four academic years between 2012
and 2015. As the result of analyzing the distribution of students’ levels by university, we
identified 25 universities (28.7% of partner universities) whose students are concentrated
in one specific level such as upper intermediate or pre-advanced, and another 16
universities (18.4%) concentrated in two specific levels. This means that the level(s) of
students from these 41 universities (47.1%) are considered to be highly predictable before
their arrival.

The tendency of the level placement of ISEP students obtained from this study will
be very beneficial for JLPTUFS not only to optimize the class schedule at hand, but also

to design the program from a long-term perspective.
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