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Problems identified in Japanese learners’ citations:
How can students learn why and when to cite secondary sources properly?

OTSU Tomomi, YAGI Maki

This study analyses oral presentations made by learners of Japanese, and discusses
problems related to the learners’ citation of secondary sources. The purpose of this study
is to unveil the factors which make the learners’ quoting and referencing problematic, and
which look like potential wrongful appropriation of another author’s ideas or expressions.
Through detailed analysis of the discourse of the learners’ oral presentations, it was
revealed that there are factors which are related to the learners’ lack of understanding on
what research is and what quotations are. The latter includes the inadequate appreciation
of the functional and formal aspects of citations. The pedagogic implications of the
improper citation of secondary sources are discussed, and future suggestions for more

efficient and effective educational practice are made.



