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Analysis of the Reported Speech Marker souda Observed

in Japanese Learners’ Writing:
Stylistic Appropriateness as a Citation Marker in Expository Writing

TAKANO, Aiko ISHIDA, Eriko

The reported speech auxiliary souda, as an expression for indicating that the source
of information is other than the writer himself, is generally introduced in the second half
of an elementary course as the sentence pattern: plain form + souda. In compositions by
Japanese learners, souda is frequently used as a citation marker. To find out if Japanese
learners’ usage of souda is stylistically appropriate for citations in expository writing, we
conducted surveys of three different corpora of writings by Japanese leaners and discuss
our findings.

We performed a qualitative analysis of a sample of usage examples, and considered
the stylistic appropriateness of the use of souda in expository writing in these examples.
We grouped the examples by type of information source, and found that when the source
was something an individual said or news, use of souda was appropriate. However, when
the source was data or an author’s opinion, instructors determined that the usage example
was a citation and the citation marker to iu should have been used instead. These were the
cases in which the use of souda was not appropriate.

Furthermore, as evidenced by instructors’ lack of corrections, we discovered
that Japanese instructors consider the use of souda as a reported speech marker to be
grammatically correct, but have no awareness that souda is not stylistically appropriate in
expository writing.

We discovered that, from the perspective of academic Japanese, as a learner’s level
increases, and the level of writing increases from short compositions to reports and
research papers, when learners want to indicate that the source of information is other
than themselves, it is necessary for them to shift to using stylistically appropriate citation

markers such as 7o iu, and for both learners and instructors to be aware of this.



