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Aspects of Compliments

SAKAMOTO Megumi, VEINBERG Nadezhda

The purpose of this study is to analyze what native Japanese Language speakers
recognize as a “Home (compliment)”. The study is based on an analysis of newspaper
articles and a research conducted in the form of an interview among the Japanese and the
Russian business participants.

In this article we define a “Home (compliment)” as “An expression of a favorable,
positive attitude towards the interlocutor regarding his/her condition (or possessions),
behavior, performance, etc.” The study clearly shows that in the Japanese language exist
many expressions closely related to compliments, such as social etiquette phrases, flattery
and gratitude words.

Generally, it is possible to divide compliments in two large groups: (1) Formal
compliments which are supposed to make the other party feel better, they also can be
named “partner-oriented”, and (2) Real compliments which are supposed to express
speaker’s own feelings or attitude.

In the Japanese language formal compliments are often used for different purposes

2 G 2

such as “doing follow-up explanations”, “moderation (softening) of a criticism”, “offering
something in return”, “request premises”, “social etiquette”, “amiability”, “celebration”,
“education”, etc. Formal, partner-oriented compliments quite often are percept as
flattery. On the other hand, the compliments which convey speaker’s feelings/attitude are
considered to be compliments in the narrow sense and are closely related to "evaluation"
and "gratitude".

Although there are various ways to make compliments in the Japanese language,
the individual difference of what native speakers recognize as a “home (compliment)”
sometimes is quite large. Namely, even the Japanese speakers behave different in certain
situations: some people feel that compliments are necessary while others would not use
compliments at all.

During this study based on the analysis of newspaper articles and real examples,
which were taken out of participant’s communication experience, it became obvious that
connections of compliments, greetings, critics, words of gratitude etc. are deep and need

to be investigated further.
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