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Perspectives on Establishing an Alumni Network for the Japanese
Government (MEXT) Scholarship Program:
Use of SNS and Relational Mobility

KOMATSU Yumi
Keywords: MEXT scholarship students, alumni network, SNS, relational mobility

One of the Japanese government’s strategies regarding the admission of foreign
students, which was announced by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science, Sports,
and Technology (MEXT) in 2013, was “to establish networks for foreign students who
have already been educated through government support.” This paper explores use of
SNS (Social Network Service) and the relational mobility related to the establishment of
a MEXT scholarship alumni network through SNS.

The author’s studies on current and former MEXT scholarship students suggest
that those who are enrolled in a preparatory education program in Japan prefer LINE
for networking, while graduates of the program prefer Facebook. However, in order
to receive information from the alma mater, graduates prefer e-mails to Facebook.
In addition, investigating the relational mobility of the alumni seemingly contribute
towards the establishment of an alumni network. Reviews of preceding studies suggest
construction of a network that is attractive and beneficial for MEXT alumni, so as to
maintain contact with them in the era of globalization. Establishing a network using SNS

while exploring ingenuity will benefit both the MEXT scholarship alumni and Japan.
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