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Report on a Workshop for Developing Skills for Dictionary Use:

Pre-Intermediate to Intermediate Japanese Learners
SUZUKI Tomomi

Key Words: Dictionary Application, Smart Phone, Online Dictionary,

Electronic Dictionary, Searching Noun Phrases and Collocations

The purpose of this paper is to report on a workshop for developing Japanese
language learners’ skills for using dictionary tools, held in the 2016 summer quarter at
JLPTUFS (Japanese Language Program of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies).

The workshop was held over two days, two hours each. The total number
of participants was 21. Among those 21, 16 participants were pre-intermediate to
intermediate Japanese leaners. Participants worked on tasks related to dictionary use.
They had to correct expressions or find the most suitable word or expressions by using
dictionary tools, and to write short compositions by applying the skills of dictionary use
learned during the workshop.

In the workshop, I emphasized the following three points when searching words and
expressions using dictionary tools:

(1) Check in detail the words and expressions found in dictionaries at the first search
(i.e. Check in detail the possible predicate words one by one found in dictionaries
by looking up the complement noun, or the possible modifiers after checking the
modified nouns.)

(2) Check more than one dictionary (i.e. English-Japanese, Japanese- English dictionary,
or Bilingual Dictionary and Monolingual Dictionary) to verify the usage.

(3) Find the appropriate predicative verb by checking the complement noun with the

particle, and pay attention to the collocation of those words.
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