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Japanese Language Teaching and
the Communicative Approach

YOKOTA Atsuko

As the communicative approach to language teaching has wvarious
aspects, its interpretation depends upon researchers and teachers. Two
characteristics, however, can be pointed out as fundamental features of the
communicative approach. One is to identify communicative competence rather
than grammatical competence as a teaching objective. The other is to put
students instead of teachers at the center of teaching-learning process. In this
paper, questions and criticisms so far made against the communicative
approach are examined from four points of view, namely, how to handle
grammar, authenticity of a target language, meaningful communication and
reflection. The last part of the paper discusses several matters to be attended
to when such communication-oriented activities as game playing and project

works are introduced into a classroom.



