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Summary

A sample of conversations of the Ibaraki dialect as reflected in a work of
Takashi Nagatsuka
MIYAJIMA Tatsuo

"Tsuchi" (Earth) is a novel written by Takashi Nagatsuka (1879-1915) in 1910.
Though it is written in standard Japanese, conversations in it closely represent the
Ibaraki dialect. The setting of the story lies in the Kanto district, not far(about 40 km)
from Tokyo, but the dialect shares common peculiarities with the Tohoku dialect. For
example; the syllables 'i' and 'e' merge together; intervocalic 'k’ and 't' change into 'g'
and 'd'; particles like '-sa' and "-bee' are used instead of '-ni' and '-yoo'. Unlike most
other Japanese dialects, no expressions characteristic just of women are observed.

The dialect is quickly disappearing due to the urbanization and industrialization
of the district, so the conversations in the novel are read and recorded here as a
sample of the dialect.

Reference:

Takashi Nagatsuka “Earth” (translated by Yasuhiro Kawamura),1986,
Liber Press,Tokyo
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