18 BRITISH PLAN

Onus On Indian
People

It seems clear that the British
Government last week decided,
as a result of confeyences with
Lord Mountbatten, on the broad
outlines of a plan'for the trans-
fer of power to Indian hands a
year hence. The plan will be
disclosed to Indian party leaders
—according to present arrange-
ments—on June 2. It is essen-
tial for- the Indian people to
understand clearly why the
British Cabinet are producing
a plan, and what nrecisely it
means. The Labour Government
abandoned their efforts to secure
agreement among the parties in
Irdia when the Muslim League
refused to enter the Constituent
Assembly; they announced on
February 20 that they would
hand over political authority by
June, 1948, “to some form of
“Central Government, or in
‘“some areas to the provincial
“Governments, or In such other
“way as may eeem most rea-
“sonable and in the best in-
““terests of the Indian people.”
That is the position facing
India today. Believing as they
do in the soundness of the
scheme for an Indian Union
devised by the British Cabinet
Mission, Mr. Attlee’s Govern-
ment are likely to make one Jast
powerful appeal to Indian poli-
tical part leaders to stand by
the Union constitution. But if
that appeal falls on deaf ears
—and evidence is unhappily
accumulating to the effect that
it will—ther the British author-
ities must decide to whom
power is to be handed over. It
is generally assumed that, since
both the main political partics
agree to a division of the coun-
try if an Indian Unlon is un-
acceptable to one of ‘them, the
Viceroy will announce pro-
posals for partition on com-
munal lines. But there can
be no question of Whitehall
“imposing” any constitution of
this type on India. The final
arbiters must be the Indian
people themselves, and provi-
gion will undoubtedly be made
for consulting the elected re-
presentatives of the people and
for the setting up of two or
more Constituent Assemblies
should circumstances warrant
that step.

NEED FOR ORDER

Since the final decision must
lie with the Indian people
themselves, it follows that the
British Government cannot sug-
gest any scheme which would
place areas of the country
where one community predomi-
rates under the control of an-
other community. In other
words, if the Union of India

Elan is scrapped, partition must
e on strictly comraunal lines
irrespective of present provin-
cial boundaries. The need for
a speedy settlement is impera-
tive, since the new Indian con-
stitution must be ready to func-
tion by June of nex* year, and
little time is left for adjusting
the very complicated issues
which are bound to arise from
a division of the country. Fedrs
have been expressed lately,
both in India and in England,
of an imminent collapse of the
Indian administrative machine.
It is true that several 'highly
disquieting factors exist in
some provinces, such as the
formation of private armies for
the protection of one commu-
nity - against another, but
throughout the major part of
the country there is no sign of
deterioration. It should, how-
ever, bg made clear that so long
as Brilish authority remains,
all the forces responsible for
law and order will be used to
prevent the employment of
violence to decide what should
be settled by democratic
methods. The whole object of

he plan which Lord Mount-
;atteﬁ ts bringing to India is to
ensure that the ;ransfer of
power will be peacefully accom-
plished, and that India will not
lapse into| chaos as the result
of conflicting :laims. There
must be no resiling from that
position; peace must be ﬁ;'mly
preserved during the transition
stage.

PARTITION

All messages from London
stress the intense desire of the
British Government that India
should remain united. For that
reason the Viceroy is expected
on his return to press strongly
upon the Indian leaders the
need for unqualified acceptance
by both sides of the Cabinet
Mission's scheme. Any decision
to partition the country must
be theirs and theirs alone; the
British Cabinet can be no party
to the dismemberment o t.he
structure which their authority
has built up during the long
period of the British connec-
tion. Unfortunately the signs
are that the Muslim League is
hardening in its insistence on
Pakistan despite clear evidence
that there must be a drastic
revision of provincial bound-
daries before the emergence of
the new State or States. The
situation has not been eased by
Mr. Jinnah's statement last
week that he is still “deadly
“against the partition of Ben-
“gal and the Punjab and we
“ghall fight every inch against
“it.” This assertion is difficult
to reconcile with the fact—and
we have every reason to believe
it is a fact—that Lord Mount-
batten carried with him to Lon-
don general .agreement on the
principle of division. The Vice-

roy's schanie could not possibly
have included a Pakistan com-
prising the whole of the pro-
vinces .isted in Groups B and
C of the British Cabinet Mis-
slon's plan. Moreover, the Mus-
lim League's original idea on
the partition of India was that
there should be an adjustment
of provincial frontiers. It may
be¢ that Mr. Jinnah is fighting
a. last ditch struggle against
something which he knows is
inevitable. but his attitude does
not contribute to an easy solu-
tion.

A CORRIDOR

Even more unhelpful at this
stage is Mr. Jinnah's demand
for a corridor through Hindu-
stan to connect the eastern and
western Pakistan States if India
is. partitioned. . The Muslim
League's insistence on a ‘separate
homeland  for Muslims can at
least be anderstood; it is based
on fears of being swamped in
an India which is predominantly
Hindu and on the democratic
right of self-determinatioh.
However greatly one may de-
plore the Muslim Lecague atti-
tude and its inevitable weak-
ening of India's position in the
world, the Muslim case is one
which not even the Congress
can challenge provided it is the
viish of an overwhelming pro-
portion of the Muslim people.
But a Muslim homeland con-
notes precisely what the words
mean—a homeland for Mus-
lims, 10t an area or areas where
there is a huge minority of non-
Muslims. By no flight of imagi-
nation can a corridor stretching
for nearly a thousand miles
through predominantly Hindu
territory be termed part of a
Muslim homeland. The lessons
of history are plain. Corridors
have an evil reputation as
breeders of trouble; statesmen
now realise that the Polish Cor-
ridor was a profound mistake
and that by ‘cutting eastern
Germany in two i. laid the
foundations of war. Yet the
vital fact about the Polish Cor-
ridor was that i. was Polish;
Mr. Jinnah’s corridor would not
even have the justification of
being predominantly Muslim.
Tl}e pblems of a divided India
will ‘be serious enough in ajl
conscience without adding to
them by a completely untenable
provosition which cannot b. de-
feided on grounds either of
population figures or of politi-
cal wisdom. '
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ON THE EVE
Need For Calm And

Restraint

On the eve of a momentous
development in India’s history,
two main issues face thé Indian
people. The first is that in the
choice which must be made, the
decision will lie solely with the
Indian party leaders. Second-
ly, whatever the choice may be,
the Indian people must make
up their minds to accept it loy-
ally and calmly; the alterna-
tive is to plunge the country
into a maelstrom of civil strife
which can lead only to disaster.
It is therefore essential, at so
critical a tinie, to place these
two cardinal points plainly and
urequivocally before the Indian
public. There is still a tendency
in this country to allege that
the British Government are to
give an ‘“award” or in some
other way are to force a consti-
tution on India. Nothing could
be farther from the truth.
Whitehall has declared its in-
tention to abdicate authority
rot later than June of next year.
The constitutional scheme for
India’s future put before the In-
dian parties as the result of the
Cabinet Mission’s visit has been
rejected by one of those parties
and is thercfore—unless that
rarty changes its mind—null
and void. But the British Gov-
ernment must hand over power
to those in a position to receive
it; they cannot, despite what
some prominent Indian leaders
think, leave India to chaos.
Their own declared purpose is to
transfer authority to a Union of
India, that is, to a body repre-
senting the whole country. If
one of the Indian parties re-
jeets that scheme, the only
choice left to the abdicating
power is to ask-the parties to
agree to some arrangement

‘hereby the transfer may pro-

eed peacefully. The alter-
native is to settle the dispute by
force in the shape of civil war.
That entails a very grave risk,
since civil strife would mean not
only much unnecessary blood-
shed, loss and suffering to the
Indian people, but it would con-
stitute a threat to world peace.
Internecine warfare in one coun-
try 'is a standing invitation to
other countries to intervene,

NOIMPOSITION

At ene of his prayer meetings
Delhi last week Mr.
oropounded the ques-
uld the British dare to
se Pakistan on an India
orartly gone mad?” Many

will agree with Mr. Gandhi that
an India temporarily gone
i could insist on what the
zress leader calls the vivi-
_of the country. But

fculty is that what Mr.
terms madness is not a
cw phase in the Indian politi-
! stene: it has been growing
te
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dily for years. It was first
ed at the Round Table
erence nearly two decades
. There is no point now in
culating on whether, if the
zress had treated the Mus-
m League differently when pro-

vincial autonomy was instituted,
there would teday have been
rno demand for Pakistan. The

fact is that Pakistan in'some
form or other is as much a part
of the Muslim League's politi-
ct}l creed as freedom from for-
eign control is the essence of
the Congress faith. It was only
by'mcn:nisin: that fundamental
principle that the British Cabi-
net Mission was able to evolve
a scheme for a Union of India
wherein the predominantly Mus-
lim provinces jvere permitted to
groun themselves in a sort of
suh-fedaratinn. Both Mr. Gan-
dhi and the Congress have con-
ceded the right of the Muslims
to autonomv if thev so desire.
Qa1 the athar dav Mr. Gandhi
made a personal appeal ty Mr.
Jinnah on the issuc of unity, and

failed. The British Government
cannot “impose” Pakistan on
anybody; they are as keen as
Mr. Gandhi to maintain the uni-
ty of the country. Proof of that
desire is to be found in the Ca-
binet Mission’s plan and we
have not the slightest doubt that
a swrong plea for the propesed
Indian Union will form the im-
tial theme of the transfer pro-
pos=als which Lord Mountbatten
will disclese to the Indian lead-
crs on Monday. If the British
plea is rejected, the responsibi-
lity will lie not with the British
Government but with the Indian
party leaders. It would be no
solution for the Labour Cabinet
to hand over power to the Inte-
rim Government, since the Inte-
rim Government is itself divided.
Only thc Government of India
Act and the presence of the
Viceroy keep it together.

LEADERS’ DECISION
That is the situation which
faces India today. If the party
leaders respond to the British
call to adhere to the Cabinet
Mission’s plan—as we devoutly
hope they will—the problem is
solved. But if they do not, then
it is for the Indian people of
all communities peacefully to ac-
cept the inevitable. The ground
has been prepared in recent
months by Lord Mountbatten’s
patient and helpful conferences
with party leaders. According

to reliable reports, he left for
London with proposals for the
transfer of power which had
obtained the general consent of
the various interests concerned.
Since then. it is true, both Mr.
Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi have
made statements which are at
variance with an agreed solu-
tion. Mr. Jinnah reiterated his
earlier hostility to provircial
partition in the event of Pakis-
tan coming into being and made
a preposterous demund for a
corridor; Mr. Gandhi has in-
creasingly stressed his belicf in
a united India, reverting to his
former theme that the British
should quit immediately, leaving
the country to “God or anar-
“chy.” 1t is profoundly to be
hoped that those Indian leaders
charged with " India’s destiny
will reach a decision bringing
contentment to the country.
For the grave truth must be
recognised that this is their
final chance to achieve a peace-
ful settlement.
GOVERNMENT'S DUTY

Among the masses of the peo-
ple, whose fate is being decid-
ed by 'their accredited repre-
sentatives, the paramount need
is for calin and restraint. A
continuation or intensification
of the present disorders would
not only do irreparable harm to
the country itself, but would
seriously damage India's pres-
tige in the eves of the world.
This country is on the threshold
of playing a big part in inter-
national affairs; her voice would
go unheeded if she is rent with
internal dissension, and she her-
self might become a focal point
of world disturbance. Provin-
cial Governments are wisely
taking precautions to prevent
outbreaks of rowdiness and
hoolizanism. That is essential,
and we hope those in authority
will use their powers tothe ut-
most to stop disorders which
can only do grievous injury.
Statesmanship, not violence, is
the need of the hour.
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THE FINAL PLAN

If partition of India springs
from the British Government's
final plan to transfer power to
Indian hands," then the respon-
sibility will lie with-the Indian
people themselves. That, in
effect, is the substance of the
scheme which Lord Mountbatten
submitted to the Indian party
leaders on Monday. A division
of tle country on communal
lines is certain in view of the
declared policy of the All-India
Muslim League, but the ultimate
authority to decide the issue will
be in some cases the people
themselves, and in others their
elected representatives. For
that reason the British Govern-
ment's proposals are democratic
and fundamentally just. It is
undoubtedly these characteris-
tics which have induced Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru as the spokes-
man of the Indian National Con-
gress, and Sardar Baldev Singh
as the spokesman of the Sikhs,
to broadcast their acceptance of
the plan. “I have no doubt,”
Pandit Nehru declared, “that
‘‘this is the right course,” pain-
ful to him though it might be.
Mr. Jinnah, the President of the
All-India  Muslim League, has
not committed himself since he
says the decision must lie with
the Muslim League Executive,
but in his broadcast he admitted
that “on the whole the reaction
“in Muslim League circles in
“Delhi has been hopeful”. How-
ever deeply we mav deplore the
eplitting up of India, which
seems inevitable, the price is
well worth payigg if it brings
peace to the country. All the
leaders have made strong ap-
peals for peace and order, and
Mr. Jinnah has ‘taken the wel-
come step of calling off the Mus-
Iim Ueague civil disobedience
movement in the North-West
Frontier Province. If the Lea-
gue executive accepts the plan.
which it is likely to do—and
which, for India's sake. we sin-
cerely hope it will do—there will
be no further cause for commu-
nal strife.

Lord Mountbatten in his
broadcast declared that nothing
he had heard for the past few
weeks had shaken his firm opi-
nion that a united India would
be by far the best solution of
the problem.  But since there
could be no question of coercing
large areas in which thé popu-
lation was opnosed to a' united
India. the onlv alternative to
coercion was nartition. Accord-
ing to the British plan, the exist-
ing Constituent Assembly will
continue its work of framing a
constitution for the large part
of the country which it repre-
sents avhile .2 new Constituent
Assembly will be set up for
those areas whose population de-
clares for Pakistan. For the
purpose of the two Assemblies
the Punjab and Benzal will he
divided by districts accord-

ing to the 1941 census
figures—a procedure advocat-
ed in these columns and
described by the Viceroy as
“unassailable”. But before the
final decision on Constituent As-
semblies is taken, the members
of the provincial Legislative As-
semblies (other than Euro-
peans) are empowered at a spe-
cial meeting to decide whether
they wish to remain united. If
the decision is to divide, bound-
ary commissions will be set up
in the two provinces to demar-
cate’ the boundaries *on_the
“basis of ascertaining the con-
“tiguous majority areas of Mus-
“lims and non-Muslims” and to
take into account other factors.
The Sind Legislative Assembly
will register its dccision.nt a
special meeting. while in view of
the confused situation in the
North-West Frontier Province it
is proposed to hold a referen-
dum of the electors to ascertain
whether they wish to join Hin-
dustan or Pakistan. A referen-
dum will also be held in the Syl-
het division of Assam. which is
mainly Muslim, to decide which
part of Bengal it shoyld belong
to if that province is divided.
The weakest part of the scheme
is in regard to the Sikhs who.
as Lord Mountbatten points out,
are bound to be split up by any
partition of the Punjab. but that
is a necessary evil which Sardar
Baldev Singh has accented. In-
cidentally, the census figures.of
1941 accepted in the British
Government's “notional”  divi-
sion give Calcutta to the Hindus
and Lahore to the Muslims.

- So much for tke basis ‘on
which power is to be transferred.
The British Government -an-
nounce a new and dramatic pro-
posal speed up the actual
transfer of authority. They are
willing to anticipate the date of
June, 1948, by the setting up of
an independent Government or
Governments at an carlier stage,
and  will introduce legislation
during the current session of
Parliament to transfer power
this year on a Dominion status
basis “to one or two successor
“authorities according to the de-
“‘cisions taken as a result of this
“announcement.” This is clear-
ly Lord Monnthatten's nlan to
meet the Indian demand for a
rapid transfer of power, and at
the same time to avoid leaving
the country to chans by a Bri-
tish withdrawal befare the new
constitution is functioning. In-
dia as a whole, or its two main
comnonent parts. will therefore
achieve complete self-govern-
ment as Dominions before the
end of this year. But that Do-
minionhood will in no way pre-
Jjudice the right of the sucees-
sion  Government or Govern-
ments to declare themselves
fully independent outside the
British Commonwealth as soon
as the task of constitution-mak-
ing is ended. That may be be-
fore, or after, June, 1948. Here

again the free choice will rest
with the Indian people. The
position of the Indian States will
meantime remain as in the Cabi-
net Mission scheme, namely, the
States will be free to decide for
themselves their position in the
India of the future,

Both Pandit Jawaharlal Neh-
ru and Mr. Jinnah in their
broadcasts paid a high tribute
to Lord Mountbatten for his
part in the British Government's
plan. There is no doubt that
it represents a personal triumph
for the Viceroy, and a fitting re-
ward for the statesmanship and
zeal which he has displayed in
handling a most intricate pro-
blem. We can only hope that the
Muslim League, despite Mr. Jin-
nah’s dissatisfaction with cer-
tain aspects of the plan, will -
the other parties in accepting it.
For this at any rate may be
said: the latest proposals repre-
sent the only ‘method by which
India's constitutional problem
can be settled justly and peace-
fully. Its rejection by one party
would almost certainly lead to
disaster.
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MUSLIM LEAGUE

-ACCEPTS

While the resolution, of the
Muslim Zeague Council accept~
ing the . British Government’s
transfer of power plan has cer-
tain qualifying phrases, the
main point. about it is that it
agrees to ‘the fundamental
‘“principles of the plan a
“ccmpromise.” According to a
report from Lahore, the Sikh
leaders have also adopted the
same attitud:, with the proviso
that the Sikhs would reject the
plan only if the terms of refer-
ence of the proposed Punjab
boundary = commission were
unsatisfactory. The Congress
Working Committee has still to
give its decision, but there
is . little doubt that it will
endorse  Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru's acceptance—a course
of action strongly urgec. upon
it by Mr. Gandhi. Thus it can
be said that Lord Mountbatten’s
scheme has secured the assent
—in principle at least—of the
three main political parties
affected by it. That is the wel-
comz dominant factor facing
us today. No other plan.for a
solution of India’s chief politi-
cal problem has had so rapid
and so complete approval from
India’s party leaders. The way
is now open for implementation
of the first part of the scheme,
the reference to the Punjab and
Bengal provincial, legislatures
of the issue of partition. Hard
on the hecels of the Muslim
League decision, His Excellency
the Viceroy has ‘issued the
procedure to be followed in
both provinces. The machinery
is beginning to gather momen-
tum. ! )

Mr. Jinnah's opposition to
the division of the Punjab and
Bengal in his broadcast speech
on June 3 is reflected in the
Muslim League Council resolu-
tion. “The Council,” so the
statemrent runs, “is of the opi-
»'nion that although it cannot
“‘agree to the partition of Ben-
“zal and the Punjab or give its
*‘consent to such partition, it
*has’ to consider His Majesty’'s
“Governnient's plan for the
“transfer of power as a whole.”
Full authority is,. however,
given to Mr. Jinnah as the
President of the League to
accept the fundamental prin-
ciples of the plan as a compro-
mise, and to work out all the
details “in an equitable and
“just manner.” Reading bet-
ween the lines, we interpret the
resolution to. mean - that - al-
though the League:still regis-
ters its objection to the division
of the Punjab and Bengal, it
will accept the plan as a whole
because it embodies the prin-
ciple of the partition of India
which has long been ' the

dominant article in the League’s
political faith. In other words,
the League will swallow pro-
vincial  partition because the
greater includes the less; they
will accept the whole plan as a
“compromise’” even if they dis-
like certain aspects of it. That
is a statesmanlike attitude, and
the League. leaders are to be
congratulated on agreeing to a
principle which, if partition is
to come, provides the only fair
and just method whereby it can
be effected.

The main hurdle has been
overcome, but it would be un-
wise to assume that from now
onwards everything in the con-
stitutional garden| will be love-
ly. The Sikhs’ leaders make it
clear that their continued co-
operation will depend on the
boundary commission’s terms
of reference. There is a hint,
too, in the Muslim League reso-
lution ‘that the work of the
boundary commissions may
assume prime importance, since
Mr. Jinnah is cmpowered to
see that details are settled in
a just and equitable manner.
According to the British Gov-
ernment’s proposals, the boun-
dary commissions will be set
up by the Gavernor-General,
“the membership and terms of
“reference of “which will be
“settled in consultation with
“those concerned.” The com-
missions »will have power not
merely to demarcate bounda-
ries on the basis of ascertaining
the “contiguous majority areas
“of Muslims and non-Muslims,”
but to take into consideration
‘“other ractors.” Clearly, then,
those composing the boundary
commissions will have to be
men commanding the. highest
respect, whose judgment can
be relied upon by all parties.
One ";thing more is essential.
When: ‘the, commissions have
been appointed, ali parties must
resolve to abide.faithfully by
their decisions. If they do-not,
then the whole miserable busi»
ness of communal strife, which
should now dizappeal\ complete-
ly from the Indign' political
scene, may start all over again.
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HYDERABAD AND
TRAVANCORE

Two Indian States—Hytera-
bad and Travancore—have de-
clared that on the date when the
two parts of British India be-
come Dominions, they will an-
nounce their indeperdence.
Other States may follow suit.
Highly deplorable though this
development may be, it- can
only be regarded as an inevit-
able concomitant of the parti-
tion of India. The real authors
of the trouble are the political
parties of British India which,
by failing to compose their con=
stitutional differences, brought
division on the country. Yet one
thipg is clear. In this modern
age there is no sense in rulers
talking about the divine right
of kings; that issue was settled
by ‘the British people—the fore-
most exponents of democratie
government—centuries ago. It is
also futile to imagine that any
India State can isolate itself
from the rest of the country by
seeking to maintain the type of
indey®ndence associated with
sovereign nations.” We are glad,
therefore, to note that in his
firman H. E. H. the Nizam of
Hyderabac takes a realistic
view of the situation. His Ex-
alted Highness points out that
with the lapse of Paramountcy,
Hyderabad State reverts to its
orizinal status. He gives as his
reasons {for refusing to join
either of the proposed Consti-
tuent Assemblies the fact that
his State is composed 6f both’
Hindus and Muslims and cannot
tiicrefore become part ot Hin-
dustan or Pakistan. But—and
this is important—the firman
says ‘‘the question of the na-
“ture and extent of the asso-
“ciation or relationship between
“my State and the units in
“British India remains for deci-
“sion at a later stage, when
“their constitutions and powers
“have been determined: What-
“ever form of constitution they
“uitimately adopt, it will be the
csire of Hyderanad to live in
“tihz closest  friendship and
“amity with both. Meantime, 1
“and my Government will ldse
“no cpportunity of reaching. by
“active negotiation, working

Zreements on matters of com-
‘men interest for the mutual
enefit of all” The firman
es it clear that the final
on will depend on what is
ed to ;he in the bést
ests “both of Hvderabhad
24 of India as a whole” -~

n

That ceems to us to point the
w2y for the closer union in the
future which civcumstances will
demand. Many Indian  States
will, for example, be associated
with the Ilindustan part of the
country which may eventually
deseribe itself as the Union of
India. " These States, together
with the self-governing provin-
ces, will have a common Centre
to deal with federal subjects
such as defence, foreign rela-
tions  and  comudications—
the subjects mentioned in the
British Cabinet Mission’s
scheme. It is practically certain
that the list will now be ex-
tended in view of the partition
of India—the list 'was reduced
to a minimum in order to secure
Muslim League assent to the
All-India Union—and in view
of the need to co-ordinate the
economic life of the country.
There is not the slightest doubt
that economic and political
forces will operate in the future
to bring into close integration
all the units within the bounda-
ries of the two Dominions or
their independent successors.
We are.certain that the need
for this close co-operation will
be recognised by both Indian
States and the units of what is
now British India. None of
them can remain isolated. It is
too early yet to assess the full
implications of the Hyderabad
and Travancore pronounce-
ments; all we can hope is that,
whatever their present attitude
may be, the affairs of the
two States .will -be 'direct-
ed in such a ‘way that they
will vontribute to a reunion in
the future of all the autonomous
units within’ this sub-continent.

Che Timessadoprof Tudia
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SWIFT ACTION

Preparing For Two
Dominions

Both the Indian National
Confress and the All-India
Muslim League have given
their official benediction to
the British transfer of powc=
plan. No formal acceptance has
come from the Sikhs, but it is
understood that a meeting of
Sikh leaders took the view that
they would reject the plan
‘“only if the terms of reference
“of the proposed Punjab boun-
‘ddry commission are unsatis-
“factory.”” The Muslim League
Council reiterated its opposition
to the division of Bengal and
the Punjab, but agreed to the
scheme as a compromise because
it gave the League a separate
Muslim State.’ The - Working
Committee’'s draft resolution

laced before the All-India

ongress Committee during the
week-end regretted the ‘'seces-
‘“gion ot some parts o) the coun-
“try from India” and hoped
that when present passions had
subsided, “the false doctrine of
“two nations in Indla wili be
“discredited and discarded by
“all.” Never before, as we point-
ed out last week, has so
momentous a plan for India's
constjtutional future received
such speedy approval from the
country’s main political par-
ties, despite the fact that it in-
volves departure from a prin-
ciple—the unity of India—to
which our biggest party, no less
than the British Government,
was  passionately  attached.
Nevertheless the die is cast.
The next stage is to carry out
the | “notional” partition off
Indja so that two Dominions
can comé into eXistence by the
middle of August. Lord Mount-.
batten has already issued orders
for the summoning of the Ben-
gal and Punjab Legislative As-
semblies (minus Europeans) to
take the fateful decision: tha
Bengal ‘Assembly will meet on
June 20. Brigadier Booth, com-
mander of the Wana brigade,
has been appointed by the
Viceroy to supervise the refer-
endum in the North-West Fron-
iier Province. Events are indeed
noving swiftly, but no swifter
than is warranted by the short
interval left to the authorities.

DIVISION

Dividing India politically will
be a,difficult business; its suc-
cessful accomplishment must
depend on the high quality of
the boundary commissions no
less than on the readiness of
the parties loyally to accept
their decisions.  But immensely
more complicated problems will
arise from the division of India’s
assets and liabilities, the de-
fence forces and communica-
tions. Every one of these pro-

blems bristles with difficulties.
What is termed a “high power”
Partition Committee has been
8et up to deal with these issues,
presided over by the Viceroy
and comprising four Members
of the Interim Government,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Liaqat Ali
Khan and Sardar Abdur Rab
Nishtar. It is a remarkable tri-
bute to the confidence felt in
the Viceroy by all parties that
His Excellency was put in the
chair at their express request.
Under this “high power” Parti-
tion Committee will function a
myriad of sub-committees, each
charged with recommendations
on specific subjects. Their work
will be guided and co-ordinated
by the master committee at the
top. Already the broad princi-
ples of partition have been in-
dicated, and it is expected that

the sub-committees will get
down tg their task this week.
They will certainly require the
wisdom of Solomon and the
patience of Job. Take one pro-
blem alone, that of railways.
Suppose—as is_bound to hap-
pen—half, a railway is left in
one State with all its workshops
and maintenance plant in the
other. Some kind of arrange-
ment will have to be made to
service the berefc half of the
line until its own workshops are
ready—and that may take
years In present conditions of
plant shortage. Meanwhile the
various committees of the Con-
stituent Assembly—which will
become the constitution-making
body for the non-Pakistan® por-
tion of the country—are going
ahead. The Union Constitution
Committee recommends that the
British model be adopted for
the Union constitution, and
that the powers of the Centre
—now that the Pakistan areas
are to be excluded—should be
enlarged. It is certain that the
loose compromise Centre of the
Cabinet Mission's scheme  will
be replaced by one exercising
far greater contro. of federal
subjects.

THE STATES

As though the authorities at
New Delhi had not worries
enough, they are faced with an-
other headache in the declara-
tion by Hyderabad and Travan-
core that these Indian States
will become independent when
full political power i3 transfers
red to British Indla in August.
The British Government's state-
ment of June 3 brlefly announc-
ed that the position of the
Indian States would continue to
be the same as that envisaged
in the Cabinet Mission's scheme.:
They can federatc with the
Indian Union (or Unions)—as
most of them will do—or they
can enter into “fresh political
“relationship” with the Union.
Congress circles are understood
to be pressing ther Viceroy to
discourage Indian States from
making declarations of “inde-

“pendence” on the grounds that
the alternative of sovereign in-
dependence for the States was
never contemplated in any con-
stitution for the whole country.
The answer of the dissenting
States will be, of course, that
if Indla is to be partitioned they
have the right to remain sepa-
rate entities on the lapse of
Paramountcy. But it would be
manifestly absurd for any
Indian State to assert an inde-
endence as complete as though
it was situated in the middle of
Africa, remote from India and
its affairs. That is not what the
British Government had in mind
when they referred to ‘‘fresn
‘“*political relationship.” Nor is
it what H. E. H. the Nizam of
Hyderabs¢ means; his firman
clearly says that his State will
reach by active negotiation
“workinz agreements on mat-
“ters of common interest for
“the benefit of all.” Neverthe-
less it is advisable for the Bri-
tish Guvernment to clarify
their attitude on this Ilatest
development.

TOLERANCE

We are glad to note that Mr.
Gandhi stressed the need for
tolerance in an address after
one of his prayer meetings at
New Delhi last week. He refer-
red particularly to the treat-
ment of minorities in the new
Union of India, which, he said,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru re-
fused to call Hindustan. The
so-called caste Hindus, he de-
clared, were on their trial.
“Would they recognise ‘and do
“their obvious duty, and give
‘place to the least in the Union
“by affording them all the faci-
“lities to rise to the highest
“status?....Heaven forbid that
“the caste Hindus should so be-
“have as tu prove Mr. Jinnah's
“thesis that the Muslims and
“Hindus were separate nations."”
Mr. Gandhi’'s wise words apply
as much to the attitude of the
Union of India towards its
Pakistan neighbours as to its
conduct towards its minorities.
The ideal before every Indian
should be to prove, when the
poison of communal suspicion
has worked itself out, the essen-
tial unity of the country by a
policy of friendliness and tolera-
tion. That cannot be done -by
anything savouring of coercion
or vindictiveness, economically
or in any other way. 'Again to
quote Mr. Gandhi, the world is
sick of the application of the
law of the jungle; what it wants
is “love for hate,: truth for
“‘untruth, toleration for in-
‘“tolerance.”
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BENGAL

The First Provincial
Partition

Members of the Bengal Legis-
lative Asgembly on Friday took
an historic decision. They de-
creed a =ccond partition of the
province. which this time re-
sults from the free vote of the
elected tepresentatives of the
people and by the wish of the
community which so bitterly
resented l.ord Curzon's famous
edict. The whole procedure did
not occupy more than an hour,
and was marked by complete
absence ot excitement. Voting
took place in accordance with
the arrangements laid down in
the British Government s tians.
fer of power plan. Members
were first asked to sit separate-
ly in two groups formed by the
‘notional” division of the pro-
vince; they then sat together to
take their final choice. At the
first sittings the representa-
tives of the non-Muslim majo-
rity areas decided by 58 votes
to 21 that Bengal should be
partitioned, while the represen-
tatives of the Muslim majority
areas declared themselves
against partition by 107 votes
to 34. There was nothing sur-
prising 1n these votes. It was
the avowed policy of the Mus-
lim League to incorporate a
united Bengal in Pakistan, just
as it had lately become the firm
purpose of the Congress to split
the province in the event of
Pakistan being created. When
the decizion of the non-Muslim
section was conveyed to the
Muslim  majority group, it
agreed by another vote not to
join th2 present Constituent
Assemblv—the only one in

existence—but to associate it-.

self with a new Pakistan As-
sembly. I'he way was then clear
for a joint sitting of the two
groups to take the tinal vote,
namely, whether Bengal as a
whole should join the existing
Constituent Assembly if the tavo
parts decided to remain united,
or whether it should join a new
Constitucnt Assembly. This pro-
cedure was outlined in the Bri-
tish Government's plan with the
express .ntention of giving the
whole icgislative body an op-
portunity ot declarving itself for
or againsc unity, so that it
could not iater be said that the
entire legislature (minus the
Furopeaus) had no chance of
eapressine  its  view on  the
dominant issue. On a vote being

taken, 9U members (including
four An:lo-Indians and an In-
dian Christian) were in {avour
of joining the existing Consti-
tuent  Assembly, while 126
members Cincluding five mem-
bers of the scheduled castes
and an lndian Christian) plump-
ed for a new Constituent As-
combly. That settled the matter.,
PUNJAB NEXT

Eenga: will thus be divided
be'ween Pakistan and the new
Union ot trndia. The boundary
cemnission has 'still to carry
out its task of demarcating
fron‘iers but the main line of
partition is clear; most of the
jute growing tracts will go to
Palistan, leaving the chief in-
dustrial regions, including the
city and port of Calcutta, in the
Union. On Monday the Punjab
legislature will be asked to take
a similar vote on partition.
There is little doubt 2s'to how
the deciston will go; the Punjab,
like Bengal. will declare itselt in
favour of a split, and for pre-
cisely the same reaspns. Now
that th: main principle of
Indja’s future constitution has
been settled, no useful purpose
is served by delay; if partition
must come, ** ‘twere well it were
“done quickly.” No evidence
whatsoever exists that if the
issue of partition was posépon-
ed -the final ‘outcome would be
anything different from what
it is today. That may be a
melancholy statement to make,
but it is true. However greatly
the average Indian, especially
in regions removed from the
affected iistricts, may for poli-
tical, economic and sentimental
reasons deplore partition, the
fact remains that in Delhi the
British Government’s proposals
were received with reliet. Ten-
sion in a supercharged atmos-
phere disappeared. The League
had got what it was prepared
to make any sacrifice to achieve;
the prevailing point of view of
the Congress was well summed
up by the greatest realist in the
party, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
whose influerce in determining
the Congress attitude was pro-
found. The Union of India, said
Sardar Patel, had tempprarily
lost part of its territory!fbut it
had gamed tremendously in
securing a more compact State,
with the prime-essential of a
strong ° homogeneous Centre.
No-one with knowledge of the
recent dissensions, divisions,
frustrations and Irritations
within the Interim Government
can refute that >laim. The evils
of partition are glaring, but the
evils. of non-partition in pre-
sent circumstances would have
been infinitely greater.

BURY THE HATCHET

With the fateful decision
made, the time has come for
both sides to bury the hatchet.
The rsistence of communal
disorders in the Punjab, and to
a lesser extent in the United
Provinces is disquieting. even
if it can be understood. Trouble
spread late to these provinces.
It was aggravated by the
undoubted fact that consider-
able concentrations of arms had
been effected in preparation for
civil war among a traditionally
martial people. The original dis-
turbances aroused deep-seated
local passions which will take
time to  subside: meanwhile
hoarded arms are being used in
what one hopes is a fina} fling.
Despite their constitutional pre-
occupations, it is the imperative
duty of the leaders to see that
all ranks of their followers obey
the call to peace. It ‘is no less
the duty of provincial Govern-
ments to take the sternest pos-
sible measures to put down law-
lessness. In his speech at the
All-India Congress Committee,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru accus-
ed British officials in the Pun-
jab of slackness in this matter.
That is a charge which is difhi-
cult to credit, but since it has
been made it behoves the Gover-
nor of the Punjab to ensure
that there is not the slightest
foundation for it in fact. Never-
theless the main responsibility
for restoring peace rests—and
must continue to rest—on those
who profess to control- party
discipline. It must be “dinned
into the rank and file of the
parties that a npew  situation
faces the country. The many
complicated and difticult pro-
blems which lie ahead of both
States require every ounce of
co-operative and constructive
energy that the people possess.
The old era of fratricidal war-
fare is gone; it is, we hope, as
dead as the dodo. To continue
communal assaults and retalia-
tion is not only mecaningless: it
is a direct obstruction to the
welfare and prosperity of the
free India of the future.
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Indian Troops In
Japan

According to a message from
Tokio, the first detachment of
Indian troops to return to this
country is expected to leave
Japan next month, and by the
end of the year all Indian froops
will have been withdrawn. This
will leave Australian and New
Zealand units as almost entire-
ly the sole representatives of
the British Commonwealth Oc-
cupation Force. There are pro-
bably good reasons for with-
drawing thg ' Indian brigade,
especially now -that the Indian
Army is to be divided between
the Indian Union and Pakistan.
Nevertheless, it does seem a
pity that a fighting service
which played so magnificent a
part in the war against Jepan
should cease its connection with
the Allied garrison in that
country.

Some-time ago Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru refuted the charge
that the stationing of . Indian
troops in Japan was part of
India's *foreign policy”, and
that, therefore, it was repug-
nant to the majority of the
Indian people. He quite rightly
stressed the point that the send-
ing of the Indian brigade to
Japan was on an entirely dif-
ferent footing from war opera-
tions; it was intended to repre-
sent this country -alongside its
allies in.the last World War. It
is true that the Commonwealth
Occupation Force was allotted
a somewhat minor role in Gene-
ral MacArthur's scheme of
things in Japan. Nevertheless,
the Indian troops were excel-
lent ambassadors of their coun-
try; correspondents in Tokio
Yeveal that they, created an
extremely favourible impres-
sion among the Japanese peo-
ple and the other Common-
\_«'ealth forces. The 5/1st Pun-
jab Regiment, for example,
while engaged on guard duty,

was especially popular, its fault-:

less drill and turn-out when
mounting guard being one of the
sights of Tokio. India may
therefore regret the withdrawal
of so fine a representation of
her armed strength.
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PUNJAB DIVIDES

Following the cxample of
Bengal, the Punjab Legislative
Assembly on Monday voted—
as expected—for the partition
of the province. The procedure
was the same as that adopted
in Bengal, where the two sec-
tions adjourned to hold a joint
meeting. The legislators repre-
senting the two “notional” divi-
sions of the Punjab at first met
separately, but Lala Bhimsen
Sachar, leader of the Congress
Party, &nd Malik Firoz Khan
Noon, on behalf of the Muslim
Leegue Party, demanded a joint
sitting of the sections be-
fore voting began. The joint
session took place immediately,
with the result that by 91 votes
to 77 it decided to join the pro-

osed new Constituent Assem-

gly. Voting roughly correspond-
ed with the population strength
of the communities; according
to the census figures the popu-
lation of the Punjab in 1941 was
284 lakhs, of whom 57 per cent.
were Muslims, 26 per cent.
Hindus, and others, including
Sikhs, 16 per cent. Those who
voted for Pakistan included
eight Muslim members of the
Unionist Party led by the for-
mer Premier, Sir Khizr Hyat
Khan Tiwana; two Indian
Christians and one Anglo-
Indian. After the vote was
taken the two sections met
separately. The Eastern Pun-
jab section decided in favour of
partition by 50 votes to 22, the
Muslim minority voting for a
united Punjab. The MWestern
section, on the other hand, voted
aygainst partition, the Congress
and Sikhs being in the minority.
When these decisions were an-
nounced the Kastern section
decided by a majority to join
the existing Constituent As-
sembly, while the Western sec-
tion voted for the provosed new
Pakistan Assembly.

The problems which face a
partitioned Punjab are much
more complicated than those of
Bengal owing to the existence
of the Sikh community. That
community, unhappily, will be
divided between West Punjab,
which will go to Pakistan, and
East Punjab, which will remain
in the Indian Union. The exact
degree of the split will be left
to the Punjab Boundary Com-
mission, on which—as Lord
Moyptbatten stressed’ in his
broadcast—the Sikhs will be
represented. There will be pro-
fdund regret at the partitioning
of a province which, despite
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the communal composition of
ite people, has hitherto led a
vigorous corporate life, with
the interests of the Punjab as
a whole first and foremost in all
its endeavours. The former
Unionist Party administration,
in which all communities were
represented, was a model for
the rest of India. But in the
circumstances prevailing today
—and especially after the tragic
events of the past few months
—partition was inevitable.

Yet partition can be justified
only on the ground that it leads
to communal peace. There must
now be an end to the shocking
disorders which preceded the
Legislative Assembly's vote.
The Assembly met while the
fires caused by incendiarism
were still  “8mouldering in
Lahore, Amritsar and other
cities; ‘while the sound of ex-
ploding bombs had scarcely
died away, and while cdmmunal
murders were still taking place.
Reports indicate a lessening of
trouble and echo the hope that,
now the fateful decision has
been made, fratricide: will
cease. But, as we said before, it
is the imperative duty of party
leaders to see to it that their
followers stop all forms of com-
munal warfare, the continua-
tion of which is meaningless.
It is also the duty-of the Sec-
tion 93 Government to take the
sternest  possible = measures
agains. those who disturb the
peace of the province. Parti-
tion will be little better than a
mockery if the Punjab does not
return forthwith to normal
couditions.
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ADHERE TO THE

PLAN

The British Cabinet Mission's
scheme for a wunited India was
wrecked by reservations. It is
the duty of the chief Indian
political parties, who have ac-
cepted the British transfer of
power plan, to see that a similar
fate does nqt overtake the solu-
tion of India's constitutional
problem which is now in process
of implementation. The danger
ic not an imaginary one. Al-
ternutiy? proposals to certain
aspects 'of the plan are now
being put forward by Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan,the Con-
gress party leader in/the North-
West Frontier Province, and by
the Akali Sikhs. Khan Abdul
Gaffar Khan announced on Wed-
nesday that his party will boy-
cott the referendum on the issue
whether the . people  of the
North-West Frontier Province
should join either Pakistan or
the Indian Union; he is prepar-
ed, however, to accept the re-
ferendum if it is altered so as
to give the Frontier people the
right to decide between Paki-
stan and ‘“‘Pathanistan,” by
which is meant a separate inde-
pendent Pathan state. There is
nothing new in Khan: Abdul
Gaffar Khan's proposal to boy-
cott the referendum. This sug-
gestion has been mooted for
some time; it was a familiar
theme during his recent meet-
ings in New Delhi with the Con-
gress and Muslim League lead-
ers. But the demand that the
terms of the referendum should
be altered so as to give the
Frontier people the right to vote
between Pakistan and “Pathan-
“istan” raises a new issue which
was never contemplated in the
transfer of power plan. The pro-
per time to raise it was before
the plan was accepted.
_ Viewed aispassionately, an
independent Frontier state does
not appear to be a feasible pro-
position.  The population of
the North-West Frontier Pro-
vince, according to the 1941
census, is  just oyer three
million, or sligzhtly more than
the figure for the city of Greater
Bombay.  Financially and in
other ways, the pravince will be
a liability to.whichever section
of India it joins. So small and
econbmically poor a unit wou%d.
not be able to stand by itself:
It would be almost bound to
come under the influence of one
or the other of its more power-
ful neighbours, and might in-
deed become a source of great
trouble and danger, especially
if its leanings  drifted away
from this country. I the Con-
gress Frontier partv decides to
boycott the referendum, leaving
the field clear for those who
wish to join Pakistan, that is
its own affaiy with which
nobody necd quarrel.  We do

not see, however. that there can
be introduced inte the refe-
rendum an entirely new prin-
ciple which,v by its immediate
application, might well lead to
civil warfare in the province.
The holding of a referendum in
the Frontier on the simple issue
of whether the province should
join the Union of India or
Pakistan is liable, it must be

admitted, to cause trouble, but
much greater disorder is certain
to ensue if one party tries to go
beyond the scope of a plan
which has already been jaccept-
ed by the Indian National Con-
gress’ and the All-India Muslim
League. It may be that Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan and, the
Frontier Congress party will
content themselves with boy-
cotting the referendum instead
of pressing for a change in its
terms. Nevertheless, the langu-
zge used by .Khan Abdul
Gaffar Khan in announcing the
party’s decision is strongly to
be deprecated at a time when
feeling is running high. It is to
be hoped that the All-India Con-
gress leaders will strongly urge
on the Frontier party not to
precipitate a crisis.

Much the same advice should
be given to the Akali Sikhs. The
Working Committee of the
Shiromani Akali.Da}, which re-
presents the extreme wing of the
Sikh community, has declared
its repudiation of the transfer
of powei plan approved by
Sardar Baldev Singh and by an
unofiicial meeting of Sikh lead-
ers, including Master Tara
Singh. A secret circular alleg-
ed to have been sent to Sikh
organisations controlled by the
Akalis demands the inclusion in
a separate Sikh state of the
Sheikupura, Lyallpur, Multan
and Montgomery districts. These
demands, if they are true, are
fantastic. Sikhs constitute only
about a quarter of the popula-
tion in Sheikupura and Lyallpur,
while in Montgomery they are
sixteen per cent. of the popula-
tion and in Multan a mere five
per cent. Everybody sympa-
thises with the Sikhs in the
unhappy position in which they
are placed by the Punjab parti-
tion scheme, but the Sikhs were
loud in their demand for parti-
tion and cannot at this stage
complain of its effects. It will
be for the Punjab Boundary
Commission to examine their
case as sympathetically as
possible. Now that the princi-
ple of the partition of India has
been accepted, this is emphati-
cally not the time for sections
of the people to raise issues
liable to disturb the peace of the
whole country.
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Orderly Basis
Essential

The partition of India makes
rapid progress. Last week the
Punjab followed the example of
Bengal by voting for division
on the notional basis laid down
in the British Government's
transfer of power plan, and
Sind became the first province
to decide by a majority to enter
Pakistan as a whole. Baluchis-
tan has also decided’ to join
Pakistan. Appeals to the peo-
ple have still to be made in
the North-West Frontier Pro-
vince and the  Sylhet dis-
trict of Assam. While Sind's
decision was inevitable in
view of the Muslim League

majority in the Legislative
Assembly, no-one who has
followed the history of the

Punjab in recent years can
view the splitting up of that
farmous province except with
profound  regret. In Bengal
communal relations of late had
seriously deteriorated, and the
emergence of a predominantly
Muslim League Ministry led to
jncreasingly bitter attacks on
the Government by an influen-
tial section of the provincial
press and\public. But in the
Punjab th\ngs for long were
very different. The province led
the way at the start of provin-
cial autonomy by fightjhg the
elections on an eccnomic in-
stead of a communal basis, with
the result that power passed
into the hands of a party repre-
senting Muslims, Hindus and
Sikhs. It seems a far cry now
to what many will regard as
the halcyon days of the Unionist
Party administration, headed
by the late Sir Sikandar Hyat
Khan, with the late Sir Chhotu
Ram as one of its pillars. True,
the Unionist Party's record was
not without blemish. It was
inclined to discrininate against
the urban business man and
financier, but there was no
communal bias in its composi-
tion. The party stood for that
sturdy provincial  patriotism
which was the outstanding
characteristic of the Punjab;
people of all castes and creeds
were Punjabis first and mem-
bers of a religious denomination
afterwards. Their premier
loyalty was to the Punjab as a
whole—to its traditions, its
progressive spirit and its unity.
The great irrigation and hydro-

electric schemes which were
outstanding features of pro-
vincial development demons-

trated the essential mtegrity of
the Land. of the Five Rivers.
Some day, one hopes. that unity
will return.

MINORITIES

We again stress these facts
for the purpose of recalling to
the people of the tuture Union
of India and Pakista that par-

tition of the country does not
mean the end of the interming-
ling of communities. Bengal and
the Punjab may be divided,
but there will still be millions
of Hindus in Pakistan and
millipns of Muslims in the
Indian Union. About a third of
Sind's population consists of
Hindus. There will be Hindu
interests in Pakistan and Mus-
lim interests in Hindustan.
Partition of the country will
yveduce the minority problem,
but it wil! certainly not do away
with it. That by itself is one
potent reason why the two
Indias should remain on the
best of terms. Mr. Gandhi has
‘given a clear lead on the neces-
sity for communal harmony and
for the fair and friendly treat-
ment of minorities in the Union.
Specches like those recently
‘elivered by Mr. Purshotamdas
Tandon, the Speaker of the
United Provinces Legislative
Assembly, are therefore all the
more to be regretted. Mr. Tan-
don at Jhansi is reported to
have called upon the youth of
the Union “to take back those
“'parts of the country which had
“been sl ~ed away,” and to have
stressed the need for military
preparedness to achieve that
end. For a member of the Con-
gress, which has agreed to par-
tition, Mr. Tandon's remarks
were bad enough, but they were
doubly deplorable as coming
from th. Speaker of a previn-
cial Assembly who is supposed
to show no bias towards any of
the parties represented in the
legislature over which’ he .pre-
sides. That is certainly not the
way to create the confidence
which Mr. Gandhi so rightly
desires.

THE FRONTIER

Equally regrettable from’ the
point of view of friendly rela-
tions beiween the two States
are the efforts being made to
alter certain aspects of the
transfer of power plan, That
plan was unreservedly accept-
ed by the leaders, whose deci-
sion was later confirmed by the
All-India Congress Committee,
the Council of thc All-India
Muslim League and an informal
meeting of Sikh notables. It is
now too late for the Congress
party in the North-West Fron-
tier Province, for example, to
demand that the issue of the
Frontier referendum should bz
changed: from Pakistan versus
Hirdustan :-=~ the Indiaz Union
to Pakistan versus Pathanistan.
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan bases
his claim on the argument that
since the province had the right
to secede from the ‘“‘weak
“Centre” contemplated in the
Cabinet Mission’s scheme, it

must be allowed to choose free-

dom “from any Dominion.” But
this type of reasoning ignores
the inescapable fact, as Mr.
Jinnah points out in a state-
ment from New Delhi, that the

terms of the Frontier referen-
dum are a specific part of the

transfer plan agreed to by, all 27

parties. To insist otherwise 1s
to commit a breach of the plan,
and 'for this reason it is regret-
table that Mr. Gandhi should
hawe. encouraged the Frontier
Congress in its attitude. Mr.
Jinnah makes it clear that the
Pakistan Constituent Assembly
can frame a constitution in
which the North-West Frontier
Province will be an autonomous
unit, “and as such the people
“of the province will be their
“own masters, regulating their
“own social, cultural and educa-
“tional matters, besides the
“general administration of the
“province.” That seems a fair
and reasonable summary of the
position. But apart from the
ethics of Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan's proposal, it would seem
impossible. for the proviace to
maintain existence as a separate
state. With a population of jusb
over three million and a deficit
economy. it would *inevitably
cauzs irouble to itself and its
more powerful neighbours.

TRANSFER PROGRESS

For the sake of the peace of
the country, the All-India Con-
gress should discourage efforts
to break the agreement of June
3 by either the Frontier party
or the Akhali Sikhs, who are
agitating for a revision of the
Punjab plan. A peaceful and
orderly. settlement is all the
more necessary in view of the
rapid progress being made with
the transfer arrangements. The
Bill constituting the two Domi-
nions is to be introduced in the
House of Commons on July 7.
only a week hence. The Interim
Government's Separation Com-
mittee, with the Viceroy as
President, has become the Puar-
tition Council, compesed of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr.
lajendra Prasad, Mr. Jinnah
and Mr. Liagat Ali Khan. All
energies must be concentrated
on this vast and co !
project and on the restoration
of communal amity. It wculd
be a blot on India's nam« both
at hom. and abroad 1if the
advent of the *wo ccmpletely
self-governing Dominitons found
the country still torn by internal
strife. That is a contingency
which must be avoided at all
costs.
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NATIONAL ILLS
Corruption, black markets,
28 ugree pamd associated evils
gave of late years flourished in
India. Governments have moved
so haltingly against them that
the average’ citizen has given
up hope of being rescued from
exploitation. If he can afford it,
he pays extra here and a bribe
there to get what he wants and
to make life flow more smooth-
ly. If he cannot give illegal gra-
tificatior.,, he goes without his
requirements and stoically
bears the additiopal hardship.
We have frequently demanded
more drastic action against
black marl-eteers and unsocial
practices on the ground that
they are tolerated and en-/
couraged at India's peril. Our
fears reccive emphatic confir-
mation in  the report of the
Central Board of Directors of
the Reserve Bank of India for
the year ended on June 30. All-
pervading corruption, says the
report, “is destroying the vitals
“of public life generally and
“the administrative machine in
“particular.” It goes on to give
a grim warning that, unless
corruption’s corrosive influence
is countered rapidly and relent-
lessly, “controls will Jdeteriorate
“progressively into handicap-
“ping the poor and law-abiding
“members of thé community
“and all talk of a planned deve-
“lopment will have to be aban-

doned.” :

Deterioration in public mora-
lity~ is already so bad that the
Reserve Bank Directors are
correct in’ describing a cam-
praign against coniuption as
“the most urgent and serious
“prodvlem” that will ‘glaim
the attention of the new Gov-
ernments of India and Pakis-
tan. Controls undoubtedly have
been partly responsible for the
recent swift growth-in corrup-
tion. But there have been many
cther factors—sdéarcity of sup-
piies, the huge amounts of
money in circulation as a result
of war-time contracts, the
desire to share in .hos¢ con-
tracts with their quick and big
profits, "and laxity of control
consequent on the tremendous
increase in Government and
ouasi-Government  stafis. : In
present “economic .conditions
controls of some sort seem
bound to continue for a long
time. In any case their removal
will not automatically end cor-
ruption. The infection has
spread so widely that nothing
but the most ruthless action
will provide a cure. Takers and
givers of bribes alike should be
severely punished. Appeals for
public co-operation in stamping
out corruption cannot bring the
desired results. The unsotial
elements have so strong a grip
and have ‘been allowed such
comparative immunity that the
ordinary man - is  helpless
against them: he either pays up
or does 'without. termined
Government action, however,

will restore public confidence
and self-respect. Arrest and
conviction of the men behind
the rackets which now disgrace
the country would soon bring

the whole illegal structure
toppling.
The Reserve Bank report

also focuses attention on other
urgent problems. One i, that of
increasing agricultural and in-
fiustnal production “in order to
‘::{rrest the progress of infla-
"txon characterised by wages
“and prices chasing each
other.” Adequate augmenta-
tion of food cropg seems to the
Dxregtors to be an indispensahle
conditian for India’s survival
as a solvent unit. This is no new
argum-nt, but 't is welcome to
see it again presented with such
:':.gzthr:rity. As the report says,
“lf the cost of living is not re-
‘Aduccgl to a reasonable figure
“and if further deterioration in
“lh_e economic’ condition -of the
“mxddlc class” and the other
..poorer scetions of sqeiety with
fixed incomes 1\ not stopped
g 3 a3 H !
Lanyt kind of planned industria-
lisation will prove “apossible
“of achievement.” The Govern-
merts of India and Pa!(i:;tm/
must apply themselves whole- |
heartedly to remedying the geo-
nomic malaise if their people
are to be saved from greater
suffering.  Long-term “grow
“more food” schemes noust be
speeded up. Action must be
taken against agitators disturb-
ing industrial peace and further
reducing production, while, at
the saine Jme, the lo* of in-

dustrial workers is improved
and ever ' encouragement given
to the establishment and ex-

pansion of industries. Realities
and not ideologics must be the
guiding principles for the Gov-
ernments. The last Central le'-
get has taught the country a
bitter lesson of the dire results
st failing to integrate the ob-
jective of raising the status of
the common man 'with the
measures proposed. to attain it.
The Reserve Bank’report vindi-
cates our forecasts [ot -the
damaging results of the drastic
new taxation on industry.
“There seems little decubt,” it
says. “that the severity of the
“last Budget is defeating its
“own purpose and is hindering
“the formation of capital for
“productive purposes.” With
the whole economic outlook
bleak, neither India nor Pakis-
tan can afford to make this mis-
take again.

e

The New Commanders

Commanders _for the three
arms of the fighting forces in
India and Pakistan have been
selected -by the Provisional
Governments of the two Domi-
nions. Under the plan outlined
by the Partition Council at the
beginning of July, India and
Pakistan will each have “opera-
“tional control” of their own
armed forces from August 15.

Until, however, they are pro-
perly organised, these forces
will continue to be under the
Cowmmander-in-Chief with the
fitle of “Supreme Commander”,
subject to a Joint Defence

Council consisting of the
Governors-General - and ,the
Defence Ministers of _both

Dominions, with the addition of
the Supreme Commander. The
forces which the newly appoint-
¢d commanders are to take
over on August 15 will be very
ill-balanced affairs, comprising
units assigned to them on an
arbitrary basis. They will later
be subjected to a “ccmbing out”
process in order to assign the
personnel properly to each of
the two States. The duty which
devolves ‘upon the new com-
manders is therefore a highly
responsible one; they will have
to create from the hotch-potch’
placed in  heir charge a proper-
ly organised and effective mod-
ern fighting force. That will be
no easy achievement.

Nevertheless, the new com-
manders inspire confidence.! In
Lt.-General Sir Rob Lockhart,
I dia will have as her land for-
ces chief a soldier cf first-rate
organising ability, who left
the Southern Command recent-
I to become Governor of
North-West .Frontier Province
during the | referendum. His
opposite . number in Pakistan
will be Lt.-General Sir Frank
Messervy, pat present G.O.C,
Northern Command, who had a
distinguished war career in
North Africa and Burma. The
naval and air force commanders
‘—Air-Marshal Sir Thomas Elm-
hirst and Capt. Hall, R.LN. for
India, viith Commodore Jefford.
R.IN. and Air Vice-Marshal
Perry Keen for Pakistan—are
senior British officers well-
known in their respective
services in~ this  country.
The most interesting deve-
lopment is the promotion
of three Indian brigadiers to
the rank of major-general—a
sign of the shape of things to
come. Brigadier Cariappa be-
comes Deputy Chief of the
General Staff for India; he was
the first Indian to'command a
battalion, was for a time com-
mander of the Bannu Frontier
Brigade Group, and took an im-
portant part in the reorganisa-
tion of the armed forces.
Brigadier = Mohammed Akbar
Khan, who. will command the
Sind Area, belongs to a martial
family and rose from the ranks,
while Brigadier Maharaj Shri
Rajendrasinhji.” who is to com-
mand .the Delhi Area, is a
cousin of the. Jam Saheb of
Nawanagar 'and was the first
Indian to win the D.S.O. during
the last war.
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NEARING “DDAY”
— )
Indian States And
Accession

With little over a week to go
before the two Indian Domi-
nions formally come into being,
the tempo of events at Delhi
was last week speeded up. The
Indian Constituent Assembly
adjourned on Thursday to meet
at midnight on August 14 so as
to usher in the day of India’s
independence. A reminder of
the progress made with the
partitioning of the armed for-
ces was the appointment of
commanders for the. navy,
army and air force in cach of
the two Dominiong. But even
more impressive than these de-
velopments was' the rapid ad-
vance of the States towards ac-
cession to the Indian Union. It
will be recalled that a week ago
Lord Mountbatten, in his first
and last address to the Rulers
and ministers of Indian States
as the Crown Representative,
strongly advised the States to
accede to one or other ot the
two Dgminions for purposes of
defence, foreign affairs and
communications. "This, as the
Viceroy pointed out, would
leave the States with all the in-
dependence they required as far
as their own internal affairs
were concerned. The draft In-
strument’ of Accession, which
was formally approved last
week, gives constitutional shape
to Lord Mountbatten's sugges-
tion. In the schedule attached
to the Instrument each acced-
ing State empowers the Domi-
nion legislature to make laws
for defence, external affairs
and communications; major
ports and lighthouses also come
under Union control What
precisely happens over acces-
sion was explained in a radio
talk by Sardar K. M. Panikkar,
Prime Minister of Bikaner. Un-
der the British system the
States and the rest of the.coun-
try were held togct‘hc)ﬂ by Para-
mountcy; with the!lapse of
Paramounicy the States and
what is known as British India
would automatically have fallen
apart. To avoid the chaos en-
visaged by the Viceroy, the two
Indias'—the Dominions and the
Stutes—must come together
voluntarily in a federal Union.
For example, when the Indian
Dominion is constituted, it be-
comes a Union for certain spe-
cified purposes by the accessidn
ot Indian States.  The States
acceding to the Cnion are
therefore entitled to a voice in
deciding  policiva on subjects
common'to both the Union and
the Indian Dominion.

ACCESSION

.‘-I(_)st of the Indian States are
contiguous with the frontiers
of the Dominion of India. By
August 15 it is expected that
all except-a few of these States
will have signed the Instrument
of Accession. Incinded among
them will be Travancore, over
which a bitter conteoversy has
raged ever since the Dewan's
announcement that on the lapse
ot Paramountey the  State
would  become  independent.
AMuch of the heat engendered
by the controversy,l, culminat-
ing in a murderous attack on
the Dewan, Sir C. P. 'Rama-
ewami Aivar, is deeply to be
deplored. It was cvident to any
thinking man that what really’

mattered was the degree of in-

dependence claimed by the
State: nobody need have sup-
posed that a Princely unit in
the Indian sub-continent could
behave as, though it had no re-
lation to the vest of the coun-
trv. and that it could assume a
soveréignty as complete as that
of sav, China. To begin with,
the British Government had
clearly indicated that they
would not recognise ary indian
State as a Dominion, since to
do so would ndt have been 2
practical proposition. There
was only one course left for the
States to follow, and that was
te come to some arrangerpent
on certain common subjects
with the neighbouring Domi-
nion. Whatever claims were
made on behalf of Travancore
by Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar
some months ago, they have
since been modified in the light
of the Viceroy's counsel and the
patent facts of geography. The
attitude of a few States. in-
cluding Hyderabad, has still to
be defined at the time of writ-
in. but it need not be assumed
that a satisfactory settlement
will not be achieved. Hydera-
bad from the start stated that
it would co-operate in essential
matters. The few States in the
Pakistan area have been in-
formed by Mr. Jinnah that they
are free to make their own deci-
sion.

THE SIKHS

Fortunately there were signs
last week that political and
communal ~ <xciterient ~ was
dying dow. as the ccuntry as
» whole approached “D Day.
An unexpected flare-up occur-
red in Bombay, while an un-
dercurrent of unrest continped
in Calcutta and the Punjab.
The North-West Frontier Pro-
vince, happily, has accepted
with calm the result of the re-
ferendum: that by itself is a
tremendous gain. Yet one big
hurdle remains to be surmount-
ed, namely, acceptance of the
Boundary Commissions’ awards.

The Commissions have com-
pleted the public part of their
task and are now considering
their de isions. That their find-
ings will not satisfy everybody
is already painfully apparent;
a section of the Sikh commu-
njfy organised demonstrations

d utteredxhreats plainly in-
tended to intimidate the Punjab
Crmmissioners. Deilant decla-
rations that the awards ‘will
not be accepted peacefully un-
less they include certain con-
cessions are still being made by
some Sikh leaders. We have
every sympathy with the Sikhs,
but only a few months ago they
were loud in their demands that
the Punjab_ should be divided.
In view of the population
figures, some of the claims now
being made by the recalcitrant
leaders are manifestly unten-
able. The more sober elements
ir the community, led by Sardar
Baldev Singh, have agreed to
accept the Boundary Commis-
sion’s awards as the best way
out of an admittedl unhappy
and difficult situation, and it is
to be hoped that reason and
corhmon sense will prevail. It
would be disastrous if. on the
eve of the country achieving its
long looked forward to inde-
‘pendence, one community
should embroil the two Domi-
nions in a violent upheaval.
\We have every confidence that
the strongest persuasion will be
employed by all responsible
people among the S|khs—as
among other communjties—to
ensurg that the trajsfer is
peaceful.  The '|peopje who
would suffer most by disorder
would be the Sikhs themselves.
Both' Dominion - Govgroments
have madc it clear that.they
will not tolerate: violence and
will take stern measure$ to sup-
press it. We can only repeat
that it would be a calpmity if
the dawn of the couantry{'s great-
est day was marred by lunseem-
ly conduct on the part of 2 com-
munity which has a record and

‘traditions of which it may well

be proud, and, moreover, a com-
munity which has undoubtedly
a'noble part to play in the free
Indias of the future.
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RESTORING ORDER

The announcement of dras-

J(tic steps to suppress violence

in the Punjab and Bengal is in
accord with the recent decision
of the Partition Council. At its
meeting on July 22 the Council
stated the determination of the
two Governments not to toler-
ate violence in any form in
either territory. To, this end a
special military command was
set up on August 1 in a num-
ber of Punjab districts; it was
at the same time declared that
the two Governments would not
hesitate to authorise a similar
organisation in Bengal should
they consider it . necessary.
Clearly the object of the Ben-
gal ordinance and the new mea-
sures enacted by the Governor
of the Punjab is to attempt to
end the long drawn out disturb-
ances in those provinced before
August 15. It would indeed be a
poor start for the two new
Dominions if they inherited the
legacy of bloodshed which has
for months afflicted Calcutta
and several towns and districts
in the Punjab,

The Bengal ordinance em-
powers any magistrate or senior
police officer to shoot “any per-
“son who is found acting in
“contravention of any law or
“order for the time being in
“force in a disturbed area’: it
also prohibits the assembly of
five or more persons and the
carrying of weapons. For some
time past Calcutta has been in
a deplorable state. Last week
Lord Mountbatten paid a hur-
ried visit to the city to heal the
breach between the Suhrawardy
and Ghosh ministries which
have functioned side by side
almost since Eastern Bengal
ided to join Pakistan. On the
the Viceroy was in Calcutta
gsters armed witsh a Sten
attacked a bus in'the Bally-
district, killing eight
and injuring many
while four gunmen raid-
k and shot the watch-
I These are types of
with which Calcutta i
ully familiar; there
fety of life or property
o city. But more scems to
aured than the belated
7 to shoot homicidal mis-
: at sizht. EFarly  this
rothe Bombay  lesisliture
sed the Public Security Mea-
sures Act, which imposes capi-
tal punishment for communal
rioters  and  provides  special
courts to dispose speedily  of
riot cases. In Bengal no such
meaasire exists, with the result
that people arrested in conpec-
tion with riots have lain for
months awaiting trial. Com-
plaints have lately appeared. in
the Calecutta press about this
delay in administering justice.
It is vightly conterderd that the
law has noterrors for men who
are not promptlv brouzht, to
trial and punished when found
gailty. - Quick and . exemplary
punishment of those caught in

the act is a powerful deterrent
to cowardly stabbers and gun-
men.

Action on these lines is the
main object of two of the three
new Punjab Acts. “The Punjab

Special Tribunals Act is design.
ed to enable speedy trial anq
punishment by special  tri-
bunals in certain cases, par-
ticularly those in which the
offender is caught red-handed.
The Punjab Disturbed Areas
Act has been amended so as to
make punishable with death
the causing of explosions and
the manufacture and possession
of explosive substances; the
amendment was found neces-
sary in view of the prevalence
of fatal bomb outrages. All
these are very drastic measures,
but they are fully justified by
the crimes they are designed to
suppress, and by the need for
the restoration of order on the
eve of independence.

An Unpatriotic
Agitation

Leaders of the Hindu Maha-
sabha are fomenting-trouble in
several parts of the country.
Since there is at present enough
unrest in all coriscience, any-
thing which is liable to increase
the prevalent tension is a posi-
tive disservice. Yet commu-
nally-minded Hindu leaders are
carrying on a campaign of in-
citement in the U.P., Bihar and
elsewhere, the result of which
can only be to delay the restor-
ation of that peace and tran-
quillity so badly needed today.
The trouble in the U.P. seems
to have abated, but the “direct
“action” movement against the
Ministry has not yet been aban-
doned. In Bihar the agitation
has only been “postponed” till
the end of this week. Maha-
sabha leaders in Maharashtra
have been appealing to Hindus
to boycott the Independence
Day celebrations “in protest
“apainst this humbug.” And
now they have called an all-
India convention of Hindus
“...to forge sanctions for the
“protection of their political
“and other interests and the
“realisation of a national home
“for Hindus or a Hindu Rash-
Stra”

It should be obvious to any
thinking man that this agita-
tion is ill-conceived, ill-timed,
unpatriotic and dangerous in its
potentialities. The campaign is
clearly directed against the
Congress. The gravamen of the
charge is that the Congress has
agreed to the “mutilation” of
India. The critics suggest no
alternative. During the past
twelve months we have wit-
nessed the alternative to a divi-
sien. As Pandit Govind Ballabh
Pant remarked, the division of
the country is ‘better than
perpetual subjection.” In any

case, partition is a fact which
no-one can gainsay. Where then
is the sense in protesting
against it? In acquiescing in it
the Congress has only bowed to
the inevitable; it has also seen
to it that the partition is equit-
able to Hindus as well as Mus-
lims. Hindu leaders want “a
“national home for Hindus or a
“Hindu Rashtra.” If by this
they mean communal domina-
tion by Hindus, they arc only
crying for .the moon. Hindu
hegemony over the whole of!
geographical India is simply
impossible; to seek to establish
it even in the new Dominion of
India iy short-sighted, to say
the least. That is the surest
way to preVent any future re-
union of the two parts of India.
The Mahasabha should accept
the position as enunciated by
the U.P. Government: “We are
“getting the opportunity to
“mould the destinies of the
“country according to our own
“cultural traditions.” There is,
in the words of the U.P. Pre-
mier, “work enough for every-
“one of us: if we all co-operate,
“we can rehabilitate our past
“glory in no time.” The Maha-
sabha is doing exactly the
opposite. :

To flaunt Hindu communal-
ism at this juncture is highly
undesirable. Millions of Mus-
lims are left in the Indiun

Dominion and they are faced
with the prospect of being
deprived of weightage, special

electorates and other privileges
which  they  have enjoyed
hitherto. Yet they have wisely
decided to be loyal to the new
State. have  enthusiastically
accepted India’s national flag—
which was anathema to them
till yesterday—and agreed
wholeheartedly to co-orerate in
the celebration of the advent of
freedom. The Mahasabha, which
professes  to  gpeak for the
Hindu  majority,  ironically
enbugh, seeks to thfow a span-
ner in the works. No lover of
India. and certainly not a lover
of Hinduism, will try to mar
the joy at the dawn of the
country’s  independence.  The
Mahasabha leaders speak of
forging sanctions.  Sanctions
agiainst whom? There is no-one
o obstruct them in shaping the
future as they like, provided
they are able to carry the
people with them. The elections
under  the new constitution,
based on adult suffrage, will
probably be held in the latter
half of next year. Nothing ir-
revocable can be done in the
meantime. Why all this pother
now ? If this is the beginning of
the Mahasabha's electioreering
campaizn, then it is eminently
deplorabla.
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By-Product Of

Partition

The measures to mect the
vefugee problem, announced
by the Partition Courcil. show
a lively appreciation of the
urgeacy and enormity of the
task that faces the two Domi-
nions right from the day of
their separate existence. Strict-
ly speaking, it is not an issue
of partition; but it is neverthe-
less a bitter consequence-of the
forces that necessitated parti-
tion—a “liability” which both
will have to bear. Unlike divi-
sions in other parts of the
world, the partition of India
"nas not only not solved the
minority problem but has
brought in its wake a new
headache in the shape of tens
of thousands of victims of
communal fury. This by-pro-
duct of partition has two
facets: one is the provision of

immediate relief to the home-

less and thé destitute who have
sought asylum across the
dividing line; the other is to
establish a state of affairs that
will encourage the refugees to
return to their homes and be-
come normal citizens of the
State from which they have
fled in terror. The latter is a
comparatively long-term {»ro-
cess; restoration of badly shat-
tered confidence must take
time. Even so, it has to be
tackled without undue delay,
lest the malady should become
chronie. :

Both aspects of the problem
will be borne in mund by the
future Governments of India
and Pakistan who have pledged
themselves, through their ac-
credited representatives on the
Partition Council. to compre-
hensive measures  of  relief.
These  include rehabilitation
of the victims—a stupendous
task, considering the large
number of refugees in the Pun-
Jab, the U.P., Bihar and Bengal
—management  of  properties
left behind, grant of compensa-
tion  for loss sustained and
punishments of offenders. Per-
haps the most valuable among
these is the undertaking that
village officials and sub-inspec-
tors of police will be held “'per-
“sonally responsitle for the
“safety and protection of mino-
“rities resident in their res-
“pective areas.”

While it is gratifying to find
the Partition Council behaving
as a trustee for the future, the
minorities in both the Domi-
nions, who are faced with a far
from happy outlook, would
welcome an assurance that the
Governments of the two States
will not pursue an aggressively
communal” policy. Promise .of
fundamental rights or dis-
avowal of discrimination on
religious  grounds does  not
quite meet the case: it does not
dispel the manifest fear that
the one will be an Islamic State
and the other a Hindu Raj. Al-
though relicion has lain at the
bottom of the partition, it
should not poison the future.
Let those responsible for the
two Dominions make this clear,
and all will ba well.
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Mr. Gandhi’s Decision

Mr. Gandhi has announced
his decision to spend the rest
of his life in Pakistan—East
Bengal, West Punjab or the
Frontier. This is manifestly
intended to cheer wup' the
dispirited non-Muslim minori-
ties of these areas. His pre-
sence will doubtless encourage
refugees to return to their
homes in Pakistan. Whether it
will change the bleakness of
their outlook is another mat-
ter. As a gesture of sympathy
with their plight it is typically
Gandhian. While it will in all
probability improve the lot of
the minorities in Pakistan; it
cannot fail to have a beneficial
effect on the condition of the
Muslim minority in the Indian
Dominion. Apart from the
assurances already given by
leaders of India and the steps
taken by the Constituent As-
sembly to give effect to those
assurances, the future policy of
India will most assuredly be
influenced by the presence of
their great leader in Pakistan.
With Mr. Gandhi working for
the betterment of Hindus and
Sikhs in Pakistan, an inviolable
obligation will automatically
be cast upon his followers in
India to be more than fair to
Muslims. Those who believe
that this is the most effective
solvent of the minorities prob-
lem will therefore wélcoma Mr.
Gandhi’s decision. = E

There is another side to the
matter. Mr. Gandhi today is a
very disappointed man indeed.
His followers may, and do, ac-
claim him the father of Indian
freedom, but hé does not see
freedom in the era that dawns
on August 15. He has lived to
see his followers transgress his
dearest doctrines; his country-
men have indulged in a bloody
and inhuman fratricidal war;
non-violence, khadi and many
another of his principles have
been swept away by the swift
current of politics. Disillusion-
ed and disappointed. he is
today perhaps the only stead-
fast exponent of what is under-
stood as Gandhism. His object.
is to prevent further killing of
brother by brother. He deserv-
es sympathy and support from
everyone both in India and in
Pakistan. :
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ON THE EVE

Three Outstanding
Problems

The week which ushers in
this country’s independence still
leaves a number of outstanding
questions unsettled. Two of
these-—the accession of the In-
dian States and the final fron-
tiers 'between- ‘India  and
Pakistan-—are likely to be
finalised before August 15. Not
50 the important question of the
division of assets and liabilities
between the two new Domi-
nions. At the final meeting of
the Partition Council as at pre-
sent constituted, it was agreed
that the whole issue should be
referred tu a BRoard of Arbi-
tration. This tribunal, it is
understood, will consist of the
Chief Justice of India, .Sir
Patrick Spens, as chairman,
assisted by two other members,
one representing the Govern-
ment of India and the other ap-
pointed by the Pakistan Gov-
ernment. There will be dis-
appointment at the failure of
the machinery set up under the
Partition Council to solve this
problem amicably. As far as
can be gathered, deep divery-
ences of opinion on the division
of assets and liabilities mani-
fested themselves from the
start, and despite the skilled
advice which was sought by
both sides, despite expert opi-
nion on a highly complicated
issue, no agreement could be
reached. These assets and lia-
bilities form a very important
part of the economy of the
two future Dominions. They
include the public debt of India,
the sterling balances, and
assets such as the railways. In
view of the impossibility of re-
aching an agreed solution, the
best course is obviqusly the one
which has been fol wed, name-
Iy, to remit the matter for de-
cision to three eminent jurists,
the chairman being an indepen-
dent judge with no interest in
either of the two States,

THE STATES

The two other problems
which await solution before
August 15 are the accession of
the Indian States and the final
fixing of the frontiers between
India and Pakistan. Since Mr.
Jinnah is not pressing the few
States in the Pakistan area for
a decision, interest centres
mainly in the attitude of the
States in direct relationship
with India. It is clear that the
great majority of these States
will sign their Instrument of
Accession and “standstill agree-
“ment” before August 15; many
have already done so. By sign-

ing the Instrument of Agces-

sion, the acceding State becomes
a unit of the Indian Union, and
assigns to that Union all
powers connected with defence,
foreign affairs and communi-
cations, as well as a few
ancillary subjects such as major
ports. To that extent—and to
that: extent only—the acceding
State surrenders its authority,
although it will continue to
work-in the close co-operation
at present obtaining between
the States and British India.
This co-operation will be ensur-
ed from August 15 onwards by
a standstill agreement which
will continue the present
arrangements between indi-
vidual States and the Union
Government until a fresh agree-
ment, to be reached by negotia-
tipn, takes its place. There
will thug be no break in the con-
tinuity of the day-to-day rela-
tions subsisting between the
States and the Central Govern-
ment. The precise form of
association of at least three
States is still in doubt. These
States are Hyderabad, Bhopal
and Indore, but it need not be
assumed that some satisfactory
arrangement will not be reach-
ed with New, Delhi, at least in
principle, before the end of the

week.

FRONTIERS

This leaves what is, fz_'om the
point of view of the internal
peace of the two new Domi-
nions, the most thorny problem
of all—the final adjustment of
frontiers.  The difficulties: en-
countered here are evident from
the delay in announcing the
Boundary Commissions’ reports.
It was expected that the re-
ports would be available last
week; they have been left until
almost the eleventh hour. The
feeling aroused over the cutting
of this Gordian knot is apparent
not only in recent Sikh demon-
strations in the Punjab but in
the reported decision of Sikh
representatives in the Pakistan
Constituent Assembly not to
participate in the work of that
body until the results are
known. To the same cause
must be ascribed the persistence
of communal outrages of a
peculiarly vicious character in
Calcutta. Conditions in that
unfortunate city tontinue to be
parlous. The general improve-
ment which we noted in com-
munal affairs last week was
not maintained in the Bengal
capital; in fact the situation
deterioratéd owing to the acti-
vities of urmed mobs. With the
double object of suppressing
disordera before the advent of
independence, and of taking
Erecnutionu against fresh out-
reaks consequent on the re-
port of the Boundary Com-
missions, special security mea-
sures were. announced in both
Bengal and the Punjab, In
Bengal, by virtue of an ordi-

nance, certain officers are
empowered to order troops and
police to shoot communal riot-
ers at sight. In the Punjab
the Governor has passed two
Acts which ‘make punishable
with death the causing of ex-
plogions and the manufacture
and possession of explosive sub-
stances, and set up special
tribunals to enforce spcedy
justice in riot cases. These
measures are in conformity
with the decision of the Parti-
tion Council, embodying the
desire of the two future Domi-
nion Governments, to take
drastic steps to preserve order.

CELEBRATIONS

Nevertheless, despite these
tribulations, elaborate arrange-
ments are being made to
celebrate the advent of freedom
in befitting fashion throughout
the whole country. Programmes
have been drawn up by provin-
cial Governments and local
bodies, and there is no doubt
that the public will spontane-
ously acclaim so epoch-making
an event. The greater is the
pity, therefore, that the Hindu
Mahasabha—according to re-
port—has decided to hold pro-
test meetings against the divi-
sion of the country on August
15. It is true that most people
in what was British India
lament partition. There is no
point in disguising that fact—
it is the one blot on an other-
wise acceptable landscape—but
the vast majorj}t!y will deprecate
anything which tends to mar
the harmony of the rejoicings.
Muglims will join the celebra-
tions in India and Hindus will
participate in Pakistan. What
the people of India should work
for is the reunion of the coun-
try, and that will not be pro-
moted by any section holding
protest meetings, however deep-
ly its members may deplore
partition.  The obvious task of
the Mahasabha is to assist the
cause of unity by reassuring
the minorities of its desire to
safeguard their interests, and
by avoiding any exacerbation of
feelmgs on so transcendent an
occasion,
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AN UNFORTUNATE
DEVELOPMENT

An unfortunate development
aas occurred over the celebra-
sion of Independence Day owing
to a directive issued by Acharya
Kripalani, President of the
Congress. At a press confer-
ence which he held in Karachi
about a week ago, the Congress
President dwelt on the necessity
of Pakistan giving “a fair deal”
to the minorities, and said that
the Congress organisation as
such would continue to exist
both in India and in Pakistan.
At the same time he advised
the Hindus of Sind against
mass, or even any kind of, mi-
gration, since in his view it was
impossible suddenly to root out
people from localjties where
they had been born and bred.
All this was unexceptionable.
But in a directive issued later
from Lahore, contained in a
circular to provincial Congress
Committees in the .Pakistan
areas, Acharya Kripalani took
a very different line. Declaring
that “the hearts of all Con-
“gressmen and Congress sym-
“pathisers in Sind, East Bengal,
“West Punjab and the ‘North-
““West Frontier Province are
“lacerated at the division of
“the country”, he sald that
they were therefore in no mood
to rejoice with the rest of
India and there was no need
for them to celebrate August
15 in the arcas which had been
separated from India. The Con-
gress President’s directive has,
not unnaturally, brought a
strong protest from a Pakis-
tan spokesman' in the per-
son of Mr. Liagat Al
Khan. The Pakistan Premier
said that while the !Muslim
League authorities had given
repecated and categorical assur-
arces that the minorities in
Pakistan would nat only be
protected but would be treated
with justice and even genero-
sity, thg Congress leaders had
not reciprocated these assur-
ances with equal gincerity. On
the contrary, he accused the
Congress President of ' en-
couraging local Hindus in Sind
“to look upon the Government
“of their State as alien,” in
addition to asking them not to
participate in the celebrations.

These charges and counter-
charges are most unfortunate,
coming as they do a few days
before August 15. It is difficult
to understand why Acharya
Kripalani issued a directive
which practically forbids any

form of rejoicings by Congress
members in Pakistan. As Sir
Chimanlal Setalvad pointed out
in a letter in our correspond-
ence columns, the Congress is
a party: to the partition of
the country. The Congress lead-
ers agreed to division; in fact
it was at their insistence that
both Bengal and the Punjab

werd divided when the principle
of a separate Palistan was
accepted by them. Mushms in
India have .greed to take part
in the celebration of Indepen-
dence Day; in Bombay, for
example, the Muslim League
leader publicly stated that
members of his party would
join the rest of the population
in the rejoicings. In the ciscum-
stances, it is to be hoped that
the Working Committee of the
Congress—if thev, have. not
already done so—will take up
the matter with the President
before August 15. It would, as
we have said before, be deplor-
able if certain sections of the
community refused to take part
in the celebratiops or actively
opposed them, since 1ction on
these lines would certainly mili-
tate against the good feeling
which should prevail between
the sister Dominions.
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WISE WORDS

Many doubts—to some of
which  we gave expression
yesterday—must have been re-
solved by the speech of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel at a mass
meeting in New Delhi connect-
ed with the Liberty Week cele-
brationg. During the develop-
ments of the past few montks
Sardar Patel has been notable
for the clarity of his utterances
no less than for their states-
manlike content. A man of few
words, he always means whit
he says. Deeply engrossed in
the many-sided task of parti-
tion, he has had little time for
speech-making, but whenevar
he has spoken he has clearxd
an atmasphere sometimes vi:i-
ated by people of his own party.
The last time he made a pubic
statement it was a balanced,
friendly and realistic appeal to
the Rulers of the Indian Stat>s,
which yielded results ‘in the
large number of accessions to
the Indian Union. Now he has
made a dignified appeal to the
people of India on the subject
of Pakistan. In response to Mr.
Liagat Ali Khan's statement
complaining about the Con-
gress President’s recent advice
to his followers, Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel welcomed the
Pakistan Premier’s assurance
to the minorities in Pakistan,
and declared that such a gener-
ous move by the Muslim
League “could ‘not but evoke
“reciprocity in India.” " .

Sarder Patel had also some
very sensible things to say
about partition. It is common
knowledge that nobody is
happy over the division of the
country; the Hindus object to
the splitting -up of the sub-
continent into two separate
States, while the Muslims
regret the cutting in two of the
ard Bengal. If the
s and Sikhs in Pakistan
nhappy about their future,
tho Muslims in India.
Declining to explain away the
Cengress respousibility for par-
‘Sardar Patel” said . he
d to it because he was
vinced that “in crder to
ep India united it must be
ded now." Whether or not
¢~2 agrees with him that parti-
Son is “the best thing possi-
2.2 one must realise that
it s a fact. There is
o ke gained by brooding
‘et might have been or
hould have been. Instead,
cates of a united India
wholeheartedly  follow
ne Sardar's lead oy wishing

Pakistan success  and pros-
rerity. _That is realism, good
neighbourliness, and, to put it
on the Jowest plane, the surest
means of paving the way for
the return of the seceding
areas.

The Home Minister made a
stirring  call  to  actien to
“stabilise, consolidate and
“strengthen” India. He has
rightly given this task first
priority.  He called on the
people to forget the past, to
regard the events of the past
two years ds no more than a
terrible nightmare, and by
“hard toil” and bend their
epergies “with single-minded
‘“‘purpose to make India s't'ronf.:.
‘“prosperous ‘and happy.” He
made an appeal to Socialists
and labour leaders to”follow
the example of Britain's So-
cialist Government and not.‘ to
persist in a policy of strikes
and wage-raising which could
only be met by “printing moze
“notes at Nasik.” India’s eco-
nomy is in a pa.l:lous statfe.
Primary commodities are in
short supply.”An increase in the
production of basic require-
ments is the supreme need of
the hour. The new State starts
with heavy handicaps in all
directions. Seriouspess and a
sense of responsibility must
inspire the approach of all—
labour leaders as well as poli-
ticians—if the economy of the
country | I3 not to collafsg.
Will these concerned heed this
timely ‘warning?
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ENDIAN FOLITICAL NO'TES
The Dawn Of Freedom

“CANDIDUS"

By

ITHIN twenty-four hours the
Aa/\/ sun of freedom will have

risen on thd Indian horizon—;

the fulfilment of a natlen’s
dream, the consummation- of decadea
ot yearning and struggle by its lead-
ers. In the cass ol India, unlike
many another country in tho world,
history has played havoc with geo-
graphy. The peninsula yinged on ths
north by {impenestrahle mountains
except for a couple of gaps and sur-
rounded on other' sides Ly the sea,
should, normally have heen a homo-
geneous unlt, politically, economical-
ly and otherwise. , During the past
taousand years, howsever, successive
invaslons continualiy interrupted the
even tenor of life. This  did not
affect the raclal, social and cultural
aspects where the intruder mingled
with the existing to form a new syn-
thesis. The long-lost political unity
was restored about 150 years ago
thanks to the polictes and me~gures
adopted by the British trader turned
ruler. Political subjection to this
foreigner (who, unlike his predeces'-
sors, kept aloot from the maln cur-
refits of Indian life) ¥as a serious
detraction frony tha advantages of
political «aity. Now, the subjection
has gone, but with it has gone the
unity of tho country as a whole. |
However, apart from the fact that|
India stands divided into two, there|

two Dominions and al their resour-
ces, traditions and heritage are lying
open to be handled, well or il hy
the people inhabiting them. No more
need it be =ald In sournesy, “Good

government (assuming {t.-has besn
good) is no subatitute for sell-gove
ernment”’. ‘Those who afii “ed that
Independence - means “freedom  to
make mistakes” now have a full
opportunity! ~'One hopes they don't
utilise it fully. :

PEOPLE’S RULE

By now -~ fairly .well-trained - in
the = arts ~of -‘modern -demoeracy,
India °~ and . Pakistan ' arc beth
frea to fashjen thelr States atcoro-|
Ing to their gentus, without le¥ ‘of!
hindrance, to bring about the ruls
of ths people, for the peopls, by ths
people, on the basls of liberty, equal-
ity ang fraternity—.logins widely
uttered during the past half a csn-
tury. Wit they do so? (2an they?

There iz littls doubt that the pre-
gent dominant loddership iin both the
Domintona will strive to Lve up to
thalr oft-proclaimed profaliions of
democracy. . It must, however, Lo
racognised in fairhess thal they ars
starting with numerous l1indicaps.
Soma of these are a legaiy of the
British, regime, while othart} nra an
aftermath of recent or our‘ent hia-

{3 & great deal to be thankful fox,|
mych to rejoice over. |

PARTITION

Regrettable, from at least the emo-
tional standpoint, though it Is, theg|
partition of the country is not a
unmixed tragedy. If a brother wish
es, however unwisely it may seem,!
to live apart, he has a right to set
up house separately. That f{s all
that has happened. And it hac hap-
pened. It avails iittle to blink this
gaping fact or to beat ons's breast
and tear one's hair. Recent events
have mada it inevitadle. \Who can teli
that ths division will not pave the
way for an abiding reunion?—sur-
geons tell .us that two raw surfaces
resulting from a cut unite better.

Yes, the administrativ~ unity with
which the British  have msade us
tamilc—:zm disappeared; undeniably

it {3 (a loss, But look at the galn:
India urs. Not long azo an em}t:
nent Indian visitor, so che atory goes,
visited a scrool In Bengal and asked
the boys to whom Calcutta belonged.
Many answered: “The King Empe-
ror"; some sald, “The Governor”
others “The Mayor’. Only one stout-
hearted fellow rapped QU?: “It be-
longs to me”’. This ono will hereafter
be legion. Tha areasvipversd by tha

tory. For inatance, the pdvacty nud
backwardness of tha masseir in many

i dire¢tions, due either to Beilish self-
| Interest or the reluctance ot © the rul-

ers unduly te interfere fn tie basic
life of the indigenous populalion, are
a legacy of British rule,

WAR'S RESULTS

Scarcity of basic commoditlzas,
Inflationary tendencies, class.un-
rest, lack of peace and se~
curity, a loosening of the ad-
ministrative machinery and the at-
tendant evils of inefliciency and cor-
ruption are off-shoots of tha World
War, the internal disturbances of the
past year and the processes of parti-
tich during the last two and a hal?
months.

Whatever the cause, the leeway to
be made up i3  conziderable, In a
troubled world, In a country torn by
passions and prejudices, the leadurs
have a hard row to hoe. They deserve
every sympathy and support. It is
a solace that the erstwhila maasder
will be there, now in the rgls of a
friend, to help, guide but nol~domi-
nate. [ncidentally, the manner of his
withdrawal, whatever the past may
have been, {s in acco-d with his de-
mocratic professions of trusteeship
of. and friendship towards, India.

35

India of the immediate future will
doubtless benefit from association, in
gome form, with ths Britiah; thelr
international position, tieir know-
ledge and expericnce ot true cemp-
cratic public llife and some at lcast
of the standards set by ther. in this
country ara worth ‘talk'ng advantage
of.

INTERNAL POSITION

Reverting to the internal posttion
that will emérge. br August 15, one
cannot help drawing atiention to ond
graye perik  Yithout geing into ths
causes and foanrer: ¢ the eatablish-
ment of the {wo separate Stales, one
ia forced to the conclusion thal ihere
i3 dahger ahead—danger (o progress,
peacs and tha vary exislence of tha
{wo new States—if tha forces thai
led to tha partition ars mllowed to
take root {n ‘eltner territory. Com-
munal fanaticism will moat certainiy
undsymina both. The minorily prod-
lem, hardly solved by ths partition
will Temaln 6 festering sove, pruveni-
inz healthy life, ~ blocking progres?
and threatening the siructurs of the
State.  Communulism . nrdmittedly
brought sbout tha -sreation of twe
saparate. States, -The coursa D wis~
dom iz to.cul. the losa. . Nesdiess
persistence- in this potansous’ trads
will only hasten Jialitezrstion end
the yuin of all tHat i3~ abolised oF
Independence - Lay, . of 2l 112

kireajz;u and striviogs that brought it
ansuts
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NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14.
EI\TIRE DELHI KEPT AWAKE TO WIT-
NESS THE HISTO RIC EVENT OF
USHERING IN THE FREEDOM OF INDIA

Unprecedented scenes of cnthusiasm twere witness-
ed both inside and oulside the Constituent Assembly
Chamber, where seething, suwaying humanity wildly
cheercd the momentous event, heralded with the blots-

Raising to the height of the occasinn, Pandit Nehru made 1
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FREEDOM

One Er:énds: A
New Begins

Tcday the people of India
achieve their freedom. That
freedom is complete. By pass-
ing the Indian Independence
Act, the British Parliament
transferred to the two new
Indian Dominions full powers
to look after their own affairs,
and as Dominions they have
the right, if they so desire, to
leave the British Common-
wealth of Nations at any time
in the future. Thus ends
a long political struggle mark-
ed by many varying phases. On
this day it behoves the people
of the two new States to re-
member with gratitude those
giants of the past who sowed
what their descendants are
reaping. No brief list of their
rames can pretend to be com-
plete, but among . them we
would recall Dadabhoy Nao-
roji, Pherozeshah Mehta, Go-

khale, Tilak, Annie Besant,
W. C. Bonnerji, Surepdranath
Banerji, C. Das, Motilal

Nehru and a host of others.
Today we happily Have with us
many who see the fruition of
thelr life’s work, including Mr.

Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sardar Vallabh-
bha; Patel, to mention

only a few. Mr. Jinnah has got
Pakistan. Nor must we forget
the tremendous service render-
ed by Lord Mountbatten in the
final stages. But it is Mr. Gandhi
whom the vast majority of his
fellow-countrymen will regard
as the architect of their free-
dom and the object of their
veneyation. Before Mr. Gandhi
became the dominant influence
in the Indian National Con-
gress, the men who advanced
the courtry's litical claims
were a group of what might be
termed  intellectuals. To Mr.
Gandiii must go the eredit for
making the movement for poll-
tical freedom a mass agitation;
it was he who took it out of the
hands of the few and gave it to

the many.- From the day that
Mr. Gandhi broad-based his
appeal, {ts  success

) —despite
mistakes and reversals—was
eventually certain.

PARTITION

The one dixappointment to
Mr. Gandhi—as to milllons of
his fellow-countrymen—is the
fact that freedom comes to an
India divided Into two 1
States. Bsxrtﬂ‘the h;so.u that
unhapp on deep In
hhnory.y It was the chaos in
this country followi the
break up of the Moghul Em-
pire which enabled merchant
adventurera from the West to

n a foothold in the country.

berame tha cockpit of
vested (oreign intervests strug-
gling for supremacy, and out of
that welter—in ‘which Buritish,
Freach, Duleh and Portuguese
contended—the British foally
emerped triumphant. The “Gow
“srmor and Company of Mer

“chants of London trading into
“the KEast I[ndies”"—the East
India Company—was formed in
1600, and by the middle of the
18th century it had established
a firm hold over large areas of
the country. Its administration
continued until after the upris-
ing of 1857, which sealed the
fate of the Company after a
life of more than two and half
centuries, In 1858 India was
taken over by the Crown, with
the promise of good and impar-
tial government to all castes
and creeds contained in Queen
Victoria's famous proclama-
tion. So long as a foreign power
ruled the country, members
of all communities were united
in the struggle for emancipa-
tion, but as soon as the pros-
pect of freedom appear on
the horizon, the embers of a
centuries-old rivalry were fan-
ned into flame. There arose the
question—to whom 1s political
power to be bequeathed?
Everybody now admits that in
the handling of this problem all
parties were to blame. Mistakes
—the consequences of which
could not be seen at the time—
were made, and age-old pas-
sions were revived. The result
we sce today in the creation of

Pakistan. But we firmly hold
the view that time, forbearance
and statesmanship will bheal
the breach. When  fears

and suspicions have died down,
we believe that the forces mak-
ing for the essential unity of
the country will establish them-
selves, nn!that they will bring
about an honourable partner-
ship, thereby bestowing on this
sub-continent its rightful and
powerful place among the coun-
tries of the world.
PEACEFUL TRANSFER
Let us be thankful for one
great blessing. It is ore of the
bizgest triumphs of democracy
that freedom has come to the
people of this country without
a violent and bloody upheaval.
We do not forget the struggles
of the past. nor the fact that
they occasionally led to blood-
shed; to Mr. Gandhi again
must go the credit for the non-
violent form which mass agzita-
tions generally took. Yet never
before in history has so vast
transfer of power oeen accom-
plished with so much speed and
with so much goodwill on both
sides. As a writer in one of the
articles which we publish today
puts it, nothing in all their long
connection with this country
has become the British people
better than their method of
leaving it. Mr. Attlee, the Brit-
ish Prime Minister, described
his Government's action. as the
fulfilment' pf a mission. , For
many years past successive
British Governments have pro-
claimed their intention of lead-
ing India to self-government;
the dispute was not so much
over the goal as over the speed
and method by which that goal
could be achieved. The people
of this sub-continent, freed
tron_: outside control, will deve-
lop in future according to their
own genius and in their own
best interest.. Yet they inherit

from British rule three things
which are wortl adhering to in
the interests of the common
people—freedom from :
aggression, a sound administra-
tive systemn, and the rule of
law.

THE FUTURE

What of the future? On this
great day, amid their rejoic-
ings. the people must dedicate
themselves to the solemn tasks
which lie ahead. Problems con-
nected with the welfare of the
masses, with food and clothing,
with black-marketing and cor-
ruption, with social injuitice,
crowd heavily upon our future
rulers. It must be their tatk to
see that these grievances are
remedied as speedily and as
completely as is humanly i-
ble. On the other hand, the
people themselves have a duty
to perform; it is to ensure that
progress is achieved in a peace-
ful and orderly stmosphere.
Nothing could more quickly
ruin the country than internal
upheavals’ of a political or
social nature. Indi- and Paki-
stan are starting on their
voyage of independence as
democracies. The success of the
democratic system capends on

of grievances in a coostitution-
al manner, the publie must not
be encours to say form of
direct , since direct
action is the of Cemo-
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New Inpia

Tasks Ahead Of The

Cabinet

From A Correspondent.

in the last two and a halt

months and the sense of pat-

riotism displayed all round by
Congressmen, Princes  and Muslim
Leaguers. not to speak ¢f the minor-
ity communities, are a good augury
for the new India. To this happy
denouement, Britain, through her
last and—to India—greatest Viceroy,
Lord Mountbatten, has made an in-
valuable contribution.

HOPEFUL FEATURE

Every patriotic Indian will regret
the partition of the country. But that
this unprecedented political operation
should have been accomplished com-
paratively bloodlessly and in a peace-
ful and orderly manner s a most
heartening feature. Howrever regret-
table the part:tion r:av be, few \will
d ny that thereby the greatest obs-
tacle to the healthy growth of the
body politic of the country has becn
removed.

The next nhurdls wvas the Indian
States problem. The high sense !
patriotisimy displayed by the major.ty
of the Princes in readlidy co-operat-
ing in the building up of a new Ind:a,
as well us the resbisn an ' ascomno-
dation shown bv the Concress to the
Princes, have demolished tus hurdle
too. Before August 15 alimest all of
the five hundred and odd States will
have acceded to the Indian Domis

The Congress it Commu
serve to be congratulated on select-
ing for the &rst Do on (.z\h net of
India a personnel r
almost all sections of pu lunl op:r; b
In the country. It was a strol !
statesmanship to have, at the nio-
ment of triugiph. gone out of the
party ranks to seek talert and ability
wherever available, irrespective  of
wity. By this grand
ress has proclaime.l
t it s opening the
r ol India’s frndependence with
an slate, burying the past and
ng the co-operation, of e

t party in the cou
he new India.

NEW CABINET

In the new cablnet are
Dr. B. R. Ambe dkar,
Castes leader, urtil rec
tical opponert of the C
Syam Prasad Mukherj,
Mahasabha leader; Mr
Chetty. ore of the nost taleated men
in Ind:a but wheo in other days would
have b<en considered a renegade by
the Congress ard kept at a distance:
and  Mus Sikha, Caristans,
Parsls and women.

A cabinet 80 rich 'n talents and
representative of a'l the major ele-
ments in the country’s political lite
should prove well equipped for the
herculean task that lies before free
India. The grave and multifarious
economic ills that India is called upor.
to tackle are perhaps cocmmon to
many ratiors of the post-war world.
What s uafortunate (3 that India
should have to launch on her {nde-
pandent career with colossal ‘econo-
infe problems weighing her down.
Courage, boldd imagination 3? ener-
getic and suataiped action ne can
cure our deep-rooted economic mala-
dies.

As soon aw the first Domizlon Cah!-
net takes over, it will be face to face
with the food crims af its climax.
Many a province and State will be
threatened with famins conditiors.
Inheriting a deaperats situation fol-

rE\ HE orderl} sequence of cvunty

the .

lowing a tragle sequence of crop
fatlures and  inelastic and umlt-
ed import resources, the cubinet will
be called upen to perrorm miracles.
Even a free Indian Governnient may
not he able to perform nuraclea, but
It can at ‘cast stop ihe lvaks and
bulld up a morce Ncient food pro-
curement and distribution machinery.

uren:cnt has deteriorated in mnat
provinces: it has to be whipped up to
the maxinium.  The “Grow  Mors
Food™ campalgn, which Is calculated
to make the country seif-sufficieat in
food by 1952, at least with a 16
ounce ration, as yet pecms to have
made little headway. The plan has
\o be put through with greater earn-
estness and thoroughness At ths
same time. long-term {rrigation pro-
jects have to be pushed tiirough with
determinatinn and the mininum wasta
of time. But to tackle the prohlem
at {ts root, bold and unflinching mea-
sures of Innd reform ~re called for.

INDUSTRIAL FRONT

The pleture on the :ndustrinl tront
less gloomy., At i titue when
vumiversul eloth stortage, pro-

tstead of risiry:. [n Aadditaon,
‘narket fourishics uncheciedt,
ent labour discontent, whien
i3 belny fanne!t by frresponsible agita-
£ with each othe: for labuuc's
stite ot un-
e dast few
0 this stuta
ahour, from
+ond miring,
‘hae slight-
.t threat ol
= cn  a
vat, nignt
e erids

' ¢ probiein
trade Wkile
Te [oArl.g ly in
eAPCris are ¢wialing to wva-
Ot Aith  the srparution of
We shall nave nardly a0y
surplus  con 3 with
exctebtion i and eil-
AV Lave to roatie the rmost
these tuwo commolities, cien at the
COAt nf restre IR Interr ! consumption.
Otherwise we 4h1|l be 1 rd put to @2
to find tre much neededt forelgn ex-
‘hangea on which jarprelv devend our
seonstraciian and devel :ient  pra-
grammes

Above all. a most disoueting  anad
distressing faiture of presen: : 5t
1s a complete lack of resne t
nd order end mass tndis
biried with a lowering of m
—the hanrgover from the hectic war
vears-—-which ars eatlng into the vitals
of the country’'s public life and society
as a whole.

- ” .
URGENT TASKS

Exercising the canker f corruptton
and indiscipline from the body politic
of the country and ensuring the mini-
muta foed and clothing and housing
to its citizens are the immedlate and
urgent ta:ks to which the first Domt-
nion cahinet of Iludla wiil have to ad-
dress ftself. Everything else, including
even publiz hwalth, banishmenmyof fl-
literacy, education, social reform and
prohibitlon, can ccme afferwarda, tak-
ing their due places in th~ queus of
prioridies befire the Goverame: .

In the 1sst tiro years, the publie have.

teen fed cdy Ambitisus paper plans. Till
new A gr politicel  p=woccigpation
was a Ixiiimate excuse for {nactlon.
Now that that excuse has been re-
maoved, the public, wrhose patience has
beern rorely tried, will naturally insist
on action. In their present moot!, .~
most drastic remedies resorted to by

the Government will bs fully backed — ———

by the public. They want action-—more
action, and less talk,

e Tianes gz of Jndia
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Revenue

Resources
Of India &
Pakistan

(By MR. C. N, VAKIL, Unlversity
Professor of Economics).

The ohject of this article is to
give estimates of the probable reve-
nus resources of the two Dominions

Bengal. The yield of jute
duty is as under:—

export

1038-39 1944-45
(In lakhs ot

rupees)
Raw jute 184 44
danufactured jute 233 180

Total: 397 234

The exports of jute are illustrated by
the following figures:

1938-39 1943-44
(In thousands
of tons)
[ 170
233 834
factors, including

Paw Jute
Yarufactured Jute
Corsidering ell

. the fact that the exports of jute are

of a fluctuating character and that
the duty on manufactured jute is
higher than on raw jute, it will be

sa’e to assume that at least 60 per |

on the existing basis of taxation.

As Taxes on Income constitute the
most important source of revenue
in recent times and as these will
have to be divided between the two
units, we have taken the final ac-
counts of the year 1944-45 as the
basis, this being the lat st year for
which the necessary details for divi-
ded Provinces are available. In view
of this, the figures for other sources
of revenue also relate to 1944-435. It
{3 true that, due to changes in clr-
cumstances, the flgures for 1944-43
cannot be the same as those for
1947-48 or any future year. It is,
however, submitted that the broad
tendencies indicated by these figures
will be correct.

Wherever possible, estimates are
made on the basis of the yield of
a source of revenue in each Province
or a part of it.

We have divided the revenues for
1944-45 In the proportion in which
those for 1938-39 stood sn far as the
divided areas are concerned. This
docs not affect Provinces where no
diviston 1s involved.

We shall now refer to-a few lead-
ing items to show the way in which
the estimates are made for them.

Central Excise Dutles: Thess are
levied on more than 12 earticles. In
the case of several of these articles.
viz. Sugar, Matches. Steel, Tobacco,
Coffee, Tea, Coal. it iz possible to
divide the revenue according to the
source of production. Wherever this
18 not possible, the revenue {s divided
according to population.

Population As Basis
Taxes on Income: We have t
to ascertain the yleld of <if
{tems of revenue under thus
from different Provinces or
divisions. The yield has been
ed accordingly. We have
Excess Profits Tax and in
taken the Busineas Profits Tax
{s now levied. The estimated
from BPT for 1947-48 has been ¢
ed in the proportion cf T Bhar
in the total yleld under Taces
Incomc. 3
Salt:

its

This ftem ha3 bee:x
az this tax has now been

Opfum: This revenue =il
the Indian Unlon, eas
duced in India and
at the Gazipur factory

Customs and other o
have adopted the basiz c?
for the divislor of the re:
der these {tems with the [
exception.

Juta Fxport Duty:
export duty on Jute is co=x
we have ascertained the pos
under:

Eighty per cent. of raw fute Is
produced in East Bengal. The export
of jute is partly in the raw state
and partly in the man:factured state.
The manufacture iz done in West

So far as the
zcerned,

cent. of the share of jute export
duty should go to West Bengal and
40 per cent. to East Bengal. We
have divided the jute export duty
for 1944-45 {in this ratio and fIn-
cluded the figures in the provincial
revenues. We have omitted the
central share of Jute Duty from the
Central Revenues. The exact treat-
ment of this revenue will depend on
the action to be taken by the new
Governments iR future, and the yield
will vary according to future deve-
lopments in the production and
manufacture of jute. But for the
next filve years at least, the above
tendencies are Hkely to remain. In-
cidentally, the current opinion that
Pakistan {s more favourably situat-
ed for earning foreign exchange by
jute exports s proved incorrect
even by this cautious estimate.

Snbventions to -Provinces: We
have excluded the existing subven-
tions given by the Centre to the
Provinces. It will be for the new
Dominions to decide arx to how
much help should be given to thelr
constituent units.”

With the help of the above obser-
vations, it will be easy to follow the
estimates given below: .

II. PROVINCIAL REVENUES
(In lakhs of tupees)
PAKISTAN

Province:
W  Punjab o 1485
Sind . 8,50
N.-W.F.P. . 1,84
E. Bsngal . 18,19
Sylhet . 1,00
Br. Baluchistan . 20

Total Pakistan*

INDIA

E. Punjub ‘ R.G5
u. P. . 2747
Bihar o 1275
Orisaa . 3.18
Assam (Sylhet) - 4.92
C. P. & Berar .- 9.62
Bombay .. 33.67
Madras - 4124
v W. Bengal 15.30
Total India: .. 15821

Share in Share in
Dominlon. Prov. Central
Revenues Revenues
Indls 109,92
Pakistan 34,94
A e e < ¢
'8 “abava, s _stow that the
ra b resources 6f- India  are

greater than that of Pakistan. This
diaparity 1x more striking iIn the
case of Central Revenues than in the
case of Provincial Revenues. The
Provincial Revenues of the two
Domintons are roughly in proportion
to their population. It may be noted
that Provinclal sources of revenue
are compuratively static; Central
sources auch as Taxes on Income and
Customs are expanding sources of
Tevenue.

Pakistan {3 more agricultural and
rural; India has more industries and
greater urban population. Expand-
ing ‘sources of revenue such as those

I. CENTRAL REVENUE: INDIA & PARISTAN
(in lakhs of Rs.) @

Major Heads
- of revenus
1. Customs cee
2. Central Excise Dutles o e
3. Corporation tax and taxes on
income other than corporation
tax .
(A) Ordinary collections .
(B) BSurcharge .
4 Business Profits Tax .
5. Civil Administration .
6. Currency and Mint .
7. Civil Works .
8. Interest .
9. Oplum .
10. Receipts from States .
11. Receipts in connection with war
12. Net receipts from "Posts and
Telegrapha . .
13. Net recelpts from Rallways
14. Deduct share of income-tax dls-

tributed to Provinces
Total:

Share of the Ehare of

Indian Union Pakistan Totas
22,80 362 3,742
32,87 5,27 3,814
82.05 443 5,738
n73 2,84 35,57
11,00 1,60 12,00
191 51 2,48

9.60 2,88 12,48
[ 13 kd
137 < 1,78
1,04 nil 1.64
4“4 14 [
4,32 43 13,80
7,5 238 - 10.28
H.oé 138 32,00
-3 -—31.2% —28.28
1% 54,04 233,56

HI. TOTAL CENTRAL & PROVINCIAL REVENUES OF INDIA
PAXKISTAN

39

referred to above are, therefore, to bel

found more in India than in
Pakistan.
It may be pointed out that the

revenue resources must be studied in
relation  to requirements for ex-
penditure. It is not possible to go
into this problem in this short
article: besides, the expenditure of
each Dominlon will take shape gra-
dually. The more important requires
:in?'nh will F2 the expenditure on
efence and _liahilities for ubli
debt, which ~will have to hep me%
first. before  beneficial expenditure
on economic Improvement can be
undertaken, for which there will he

(In lakhs of rupeeas)

unlimited demand in bhoth the
Dominlons.
AND
Total popu- Revenue
Total lation (in per head.
thousands), Rs. a. p.
354.07 227185 1512 2
8,92 63,790 11123

MR. K. P. 8. MENON., India’s Am-
bassador in China: We (India and
China) are old comrades in civilisa-
tion; and we are determined to stand
by each other in weal and woe.

MR. J. D. KEARNEY. High Com-
mlasloner for Canada: Every Cana-
dian todav wishes joy to re-created
I::la. May she prosper and flour-
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REJOICINGS

Happy Augury For
The Future

—————————

The country may well con-
Fratulate itself on the manner
in which the transfe- of power
was accomplished during the
week-end. It is no small feat
for a sub-continent of some four
hundred million people to effect
peacefully overnight so tre-
mendous a change in its con-
stitution. It is even more re-
markable for this to happen in
a land long rent by commu-
nal dissension. where two se-
parate Dominions took the place
of the former unified India un-
der British  administration.
That the double change-over
occurred :mid widespread re-
joicings and peaceful demon-
strations happily = confounds
those Jeremiahs who foresaw
trouble. Only in the Pun-
jab, and particularly in
Lahore and Anmritsar, does
there appear to“ have been
a continuation of the dis-
orders which have marred the
advent of freedom in that part
of the country. Another cause
for gratification is that the
transfer was accompanied by
cordial wishes and manifesta-
tions of the wutmost goodwill
between the two new Dominions
and Great Britain. His Majesty
the King's message to India and
Pakistan, assuring them of his
sympathy and suppprt, faith-
fully reficets  the  feeling
throughout not only (‘reat Bri-
tain but th~ British Common-
wealth. [t is a striking tribute
to Lord Mountbatten—who
richly deserves the earldom
conferred upon him—and the
British Government that a
parting which a few months ago
seemed fraught with menace
was instead the occasion for
friendly speeches and demon-
strations. The Delhi crowds
who shouted “Mountbatten zin-
““dabad” echoed the sentiment
of the vast majority of their
fellow-countrymen. In the cere-
monies, the illuminations, the
processions and the holiday
spirit abroad among all class-
es of the people there weas
the truc note of genulne
joy, coupled with a com-
lete absence of rancour. In

mbay, for example, all
creeds and communities, Includ-
ing the Muslims, joined in the
celsbrations with unaffected en-
thusiaam. Long may that state
of affairs continue, since
it is a bappy sugury for the
future. No country can expect
to deal svccessfully with the
manifold problems which face it
in the periri of stresa through
which the world ia pasqlng
its outlook Is jaundiced and its
feolings soured by a sense of

svence and bitternesn. What
he two new States must do s
to keap the spark of joy undim-
med as they presa forward to
the tasks which urgently await
them. That hust be their
watchword and their gulds.

GOODWILL

Both Pandit Jawaharial Neh-
ru and Mr, Jinnah—~ now to be
oiileially known as Qaid-e-Azam
~-5tressad the n for good=
will in thelr nmageu to thelr
reapecﬂvo-mm&iu. H firet

Y said
Pandit Nehru in.»
“musb ba to put aa end to ¢
“iaternal aotrifa end
Syrhich ' dlsiiqure and” degrade
“us and . injure tha cause of
“Iroedum, . They come. in the
“way of ‘consideration of 5o

“‘great economic problems of
“the masses of  the people
“which 30 urgently demand our
“attention...... All  this re-
‘“quires peaceful conditions and
“the co-operation of all con-
“cemad, and hard and continu-
“ous work.” Much the same
thing was said by Mr. Jinnah
in a message to the citizens of
Pakistan. “Our object,” he de-
ciared, “shall be peace within
“and peace without. We want
“to live peacefully and main-
“tain cordial and friendly rela-

"tions with our immediate
nelghbou and with the world
“at large.”  Never was there

greater need not only for ad-
vice of this type but for its
strict observance. The joy and
happiness, the friendliness and
co-operation, evident during
the weck-end cannot conceal the
fact that dangers lie imme-
diately ahead. There has been,
for example, an unexpected de-
Jay in issuing the reports of the
Punjab and Bengal DBoundary
Commissions. This delay may
be due to the intricate nature of
the awards—to the average
man it seemed almost hunpoussi-
bl~ that so tricky a problem
could be sclved in so shoit a
time as thc official programme
contemplated—but it may also
have its origin in the continued
disturbances in the Puniab and,
to a lesser extent, in Lvn"u].
There is nobody who does “not
sincerely appreciate the diflicul-
ties and anxieties of the people
affected by the boundary deci-
sions. There are certain to be
heartburnings and disappoint-
ments. All the more, therefore,
is it the duty of those who pro-
fess to lead the people to
honour the spirit of the great
day which has just been ccle-
brated. However much we may
deplore partition, it is today an
accomplished fact. Tt has been
accepted by the leaders of our
main political parties and by all
responsible citizens. No good
purpose can be served by kick-
ing against the pricks; the true
way to serve both India and
Pakistan is to accept the
awards and work in a spirit of

compromise, co-operation and
democratic tolerance for the re-
union of wkrat i3 now sunder-
ed. So with the prcblem of the
few Indian States with which
agreements have yet to be ne-
gotlated. With the status quo
to continue in Berar pending a
final settlement, the people of
India can await the outcome of
final adjustments with calm.

DUTIES

With the end of che celebra-
tions comes the necd to tackle
in sober and realistic fashion
the many economic problems
which press heavily upon the
public. Freedom bring- its res-
ponsibilities as well as its pri-
vileges. That our rulers are
aware of their duty is clear
from Pandit Nehru's broadcast
address. “Today,” he said,
“our people lack food and cloth-
“ing and other necessaries and
“we are caught in a spiral of
“inflation and rising prices.”
1'hese problems cannot, as Pan-
dit Nehru reminds us, be solved
suddenly, neither can their solu-
tior be delayed. They are
bound up together; we would
lay special emphasis on the In-
dia Prime Minister's reference
te rising prices and inflation.
To tackle our troubles success-
fully the first essential is pro-
duction; the second better dis-
tribution. “Every attempt to
“hamper or lessen productionis
“injuring the nation, and more
“especially harmful to our la-
“bouring masses.”  We trust
that these wise words will be
noted by the working people
and their leaders all over the
country, The men now at the
helm of the state are the trust-
2d Jeaders of the people; they
must be given every chance to
put our national affairs to
rights by public co-operation.
Only if they fail does there
arfse the guestjon of looking to
others to take their place. The
ol adage about the folly of
changing horses while crossing
a stream {8 as true today as
ever it waa.
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NEW BOUNDARIES

The long-awaited awards of
the Punjzb and Bengal Bound-
ary Commissions, advisedly de-
layed till the morrow of August
15 lest they shculd mar the
celebration of Independence
Day, are clearly a compro-
mise between warring -claims
and conflicting consicerations.
In the nature of things the find-
Ings cannot ke expected to

lease everyone. There could
no better illustration of
the irreconcilability ot the
contending claims, nor any bet-
ter proof of the impartiality of
the Chairman’s verdict, than
the failure of the members of
the two Commissions to come to
agreement. In both. cases the
Members .- were High Court
judges trained in the art of
making a strictly judicial and
impartial approach. In both
cases and .also in respect of
Sylhet anl surrounding dis-
tricts the members were equal-
ly divided, and, not being able
to mee eye to eye with one
another cven on the principles
that should govern the demar-
cation of the bounhdaries,:they
invited Sir gyril-fu'dclif!e 0
give his avard. Thus the Brit-
ish Chairman's awa-d becomes
the ruling of the two Boundary
Commissions.

Yet there is no reason to
regard his findings as arbitrary
since he has kept himself in
close touch with the proceed-
ings of the two Commissions
and has had long liscussions
with the members. The pream-
ble to the boundary demarca-
tion in either case affords proof
of Sir Cyr"s deep study and
thorough understandine of the
various imrlications and details
of the complex issur. Although
it was easy to allocate distant
districts tc ecither of the two
Dominions, the central area
through which the boundary
lines shou!d ¢ventuzlly run pro-
vided a difficult prohlem, since
the bulk of this area has a mix-
ed population. Moicover, it is
hard to determine the content
of the term “other [actors” and
the weight to he attached to
this consideration vis-a-vis the
basic principle of the population
percentaze of contiguous areas.
Add to these the need to svold
disruption of the irrigation and
communications system, con-
celved and developed on the
basis of a united administra-
tive unit, and the resujt is
a Chinese puzzle. Small won-
der, tharefore, that the Chair-
man i3 consclous that his award
is open to legitimat) criticisms;
but in fairmeas to him it must
be admitted by all roasonable
men that the ﬂaucs themeelves
and the rival contentions make
{t inevitable that any other find.
lcr:_f would be cqually exposed to

ticism.

Broadly, Sir Cyril Rad-
cliffe’'s award followzﬁu\. “ndo-
“tional" division announced in
ntl:‘gun of June 3. He could

owever, 23 dlready noted;

avold cutting up certain cen-
tral  districta  which .- were
necessitated by the operation of
“other faclors,” sucl ag the
eanal systems, hydro-clectrie
mcu and railway and road

Thess affect, such. a
wride area and are P ylw'\w
the 1ife of tha Tof the

Pusniad that ba has been.come
to rfefammend jolat cone

ol of thess unitary pervices.
{3 to be honad that, when
exnotion ond prepedices sadside,
58 two States sriil aceept this
advios usd cot tp g conumon

authority so that the peoples In-
habiting the separated areas
may egually enefit from
schemes that were originally
undertaken for the good of

both. The problem in Bengal is.

nearly the same with this add-
ed difficulty, namely, that it has
few satisfactory natural bound-
aries between the western and
eastern areas.

If the districts of Lahore and
Gurdaspur have been partition-
ed in the Punjab much to the
annoyance of Muslims, quite a
few districts in Bengal have
suffered mutilation which obvi-
ously cannot please Hindus. For
instance, Khulna district, which
was part of India under the
June 3 plan, now goes to Paki-
stan; Chittagong hill tracts,
where the Muslims are in a
minority of three per cent., are
attached to the Pakistan dis-
trict of Chittagong. Again in
Assam, in order to avoid “an
“awkward severance of the rail-
“way line” Bir Cyril Radcliffe
has suggested “an exchange of
“territories” whereby some non-
Muslim areas of Assam go to
East Bengal while certain Mus-
lim areas adjoining Sylhet are
retained by Assam. While
these may not be fully justi-
fied by an assessment of
the merits of the case, they
are all part of a whole pattern.
The choice of one Chairman for
both the Boundary Commis-
sions, to which the leaders of
both the Congress and the
League agreed, is presumably
designed to bring about an
over-all adjustment cquitable to
all parties. In popular parlance,
what one side loses in the
swings it makes up in the round-
abouts. Apart from the fairness
of the award of Sir Cyril Rad-
cliffe, whose disinterested im-
partiality must be accepted by
all, it is well to remember that
the arbitrator's findings are
fina). In any case, the accredit-
ed leaders of both sections,
speaking on behalf of the Gov-
ernments of the two Dominions,
and the spokesman of the Sikh
community have pledged them-

selves to accept the findings
“whatever these may be” and to
give effect to them speedily and
effectively. In face of this it is
surprising to find members of
the Government of Pakistan
using- harsh language to des-
cribe the award.

e Ties visesof Judia
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INDIAN POLITICAL NOT‘E‘S

Independence Week-end

By “CANDIDUS"”

blossoms Into flower, India has

attained her full bloon of Inde-

pendent  nation-hood.  Literally
overnight the vast mass of people
cemerged free. Like one av'ake from
sleep, the nation suddenly became
aware of a new consclousness. [he
change was writ large on the faces
of milllons, men, women and children.
For a whole long week-end they sang
and danced with joy. The cynic was
belied, the sceptic confounded. If ever
there was doubt about the mass
yearning for freedom, as distinct
from the so-called clamour of the
politically-minded few, that was dis-
pelled by the spontaneous outburst
of emotion witnessed during the cele-
brations of August 15 and the suc-
ceeding days. If the scenes enacted
in Delhi and Bombay, te mention only
two places, are any indication of the
people’s feeling, then the future is
ussured. Such awakening, such pat-
rintisni, such spirit of dedication to
the motherland and such ity and
discipline have never been secn in
the country —perhaps never will be.
Moments such as these occur once
in centuries. It 18 a unique privilege
to watch the nation stand crect, head
aloft. Many of us justifiably felt that
we have lived our full life. But, no—
pause w while. There i3 a lot more to
Lve or work for. Freedom {3 just
born. It has to be nursed, tended care-
fully, saved from danger. The respon-
sihilitties, no leas than the privileges,
of freedom Are many: indced, the
dutles are harder to fulfil,

RICH TRIBUTE

There {s another aspect of the
week-end demonstrations which de-
serves to be underhined. Bide by alde
with patriotic fervour was unmistak-
able evidence of friendship and good-
will towards Britaln. Throughout the
long history of Britain's association
with India, no representative of the
Biritish race hag ever got the recep-
tion that was showered on Lord
Maountbatten in Delhl and tn Bombay
when he appeared In public as the
first Governor-General virtually
chosen by the people. If it was a
rickly deserved personal tribute for
the manifest sincerity, consummate
sl and powerful drive with which
Lord Mounthatten effected the trans-
fer of power, it was no less an appre-
ciation of Great Britaln's honesty of
purpose, sagacity and courage In
withdrawing from India. True, the
commen man did not realise the full
iniphications of the new status which
this action of the British Royal Family
has clicerfully accepted; but he re-
cognised  “My (Qovernor-General™.
This fs history, good and true, and
we who watch are indeed fortunate
to sce history in the making.

NO HATRED

Few have bothered about the fact
that in form it is only Domglnion
Status that India has entered upon,
though in substance it {s unqualified
independence. Maybe it is due to the
realisation that the constitution that
i3 now on the anvil is being hammer-
ed out to the pattern of a sovereign
independent republic as outlined in
the resolution on objectives. That
apart, the demonstrations bear ample
testimony to India's readiness to
work with the Briton on terms of
equality and friendship to the advan-
tage of both. “Quit India” had no
connotation of personal hatred.

Independence Day witnessed some-
thing  more than an emotional
upsurge, something more than a de-
monstration of Indo-British* amity:

IMPERCT’JPTIDLY. ‘as  ths bud

Barring the tragic exception of the
Punjab, it marked the end of one full
year of communal animosity, nay, the
beginning of an era of Hindu-Muslim
concord. It was on the black day of
August 16 last year that communal
rioting broke out in Calcutta on the
occasion of Direct Actlon Day. In
self-same Calcutta, exactly twelve
months later, on August 15 this year,
Hindus and Musliins embraced ‘each
other, exchanged felicitations, spray-
ed rose-water and distributed sweets.
Clearly a triumph for Gandhism.

GANDHI'S LEAD

The Mahatma's leadership was
many-sided, but the politician selzed
only the fight againat the foreigner,
more or less ignoring {ts many In-
separable adjuncts such as Hindu-
Muslim unity, removal of untouch-
ability, rural uplift. The fatal nature
of this relatlve neglect was unfolded
In all its horror through the past year.
The poison threatened to pergiel: but
once again the Mahatma has done
the trick. -

As in Bengal, so In every other
province except the Punjab, the new
era has been accepted by Muslim as
well as Hindu, not fn a sullen mood
but fairly erthusiastically. But the
Punjab has passed through hell. The
thanks of geographical India are
therefore due to the Governnients of
both India and Pakistan and to the
leaders of all communitiey allke for
the steps they are taking to stop this
carnage and bestiality and to inaugu-
rate an era of peace. They could {li-
afford to be Indifferent or Inactive.
We ourselves are masters of our res-
pective countrles and custodians of
the safety of our peoples. Britaln is
no more blameworthy. The world will
rate us very poorly fndeed if even
after securing complete mastery over
our affairs we fail to put our house
in order.

EQUAL RIGHTS

Apart from the persistence of old
animosities, which are best forgotten,
and the morbid craving for revenge
between the rival communities, much
of what has been going on in Lahore
and Anritsar {s due to a scnse of
fear about the future. Pandit Nehru
has therefore done well In giving the
broadcast assurance that *our glate
ia not a cormmunal State, but a demo-
cratic State in which every cftizen
has equal rights, and the Govern-
ment are determined to protect these
rights”. It is heartening to be assur-
ed by Mr. Liagat Ali Khan that “this
is also the policy of the Pakistan Gov-
ernment”. With these pledges, with
the additional warning that nelther
of the two Governments will any
longer tolerate communal troubles
and with the elaborate measutes ini-
tiated to stop this madness, one is
encouraged to hope that the Punjab
will soon return to sanity.

There s enough work ahead for
either State without allowing its cner-
gles to be exhausted {n a task which
is best looked after by the citizen. The
spectre of starvation has to be
tackled; the people will have to be
clcthed; the badly shaken adminis-
trative machinery has to be tighten-
ed up; corruption and fnefAclency
have to be uprooted; induatrial and
agricultural economy mnd the price
structure await scientific adjustment;
education. health and soclal justice
demand attention. There are a thou-
sand and one jobs te be done. Let
the State be freed from keeping a.
vigil on its citirens and preventing
them from killing one another. |
Indians in both India and Pakistan!
are on their trial. |

' The Times of India '

Thursday, Aug.21,1947



ENSURING PEACE

The Two Dominions
Cooperate

The aewly constituted Do-
minions  last  week  passed
through a very critical period
in their history. While, as Pun-
d:' Jawaharlel Nehru put it
nearly the whole country re-
joiced over the coming of inde-
peadence, not so the unhappy
Land of the Five Rivers. “Both
in the cast and the west,” said
Indin's Premier, “there was
“Jdicaster and sorrow. There
< murder and arson and
“leoting in many places, and
“streams  of refugees poured
“out from one place into an-
“other.” The situation was bad
enough in all conscience in view
of partition, but it became
fraught with grave mecnace
owing to the expected awards
of the Boundary Commissions.
These were deliberately post-
poned because of the difficulties
facing the Chairman, Sir Cyril
Radcliffe, who had to make an
award by himself, and also be-
cause of the need to await &
more settled state of affairs in
the Punjab. In Bengal, happily,
what has been describted as a
miracle occurred. There was
widespread Hindu-Muslim fra-
ternisation during the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations in Cal-
cutta and, thanks to the acti-
vities of Mahatma Gandhi and
Mr. Suhrawardy, everyone
hopes that the foundations of
enduring peacp are being laid.
But in the Punjab there was no
break in the dismal tale of
communal disorders which had
persisted for months. :

AMBALA MEETING

In view of these circum-
stances the Governments of
India and Pakistan - took an
important step. On August 17
—a week ago last Sunday—
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India, Mr.
Liagat Ali Khan, Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan, Sardar Baldev
Singh and several other Minis-
ters hurried to Ambala, one of
the most disturbed “centres,
where they held a conference
with the Governors, Ministers
and senlor officers of East and
West Punjab. The fact that Mr.
Liagat Ali Khan flew from
Karachi to the Punjab is a wel-
come sign of the co-pperation
beiween the two Governments.
On the following day the two
Premiers issucd a joint state-
ment at Amritsar announrinﬁ
that the Governments of bot
India and Pakistan—Central
and provincial—were . deter-
mined to bring peace and order
and security to the Punjab. For
this purpose it was unanimous-
1y decided to take every possible

step’ immediately to put an end
to the orgy of violence—these
steps to include administrative
and military arrangements as
well as appeals to the leaders of
the people. Plans were also
made to transport refugees and
to provide them with food and
accommodation. These prompt
measures were undoubtedly res-
ronsible for the improvement
n the Punjab situation towards
the end of last week, and that

conference, held as it was in &
critical place at a critieal tima,
may well rank as a landmark
in the hist of the two States.
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of the wood, hut it canm,
think, bs sajd with

thad the worst i3 over,

Sir Cyril Radcliffe’s awards
might have been expected to
cause fresh trouble, an almost
miraculous transformation oc-
curred. Calcutta's long and dis-
mal record of communal war-
fare, gangsterism and out-
rage disapgpeared -overnight in
the glow of Independence Day.
The Bengali ie a highly emoti-
onal individual, and it seems as
if the achievement of freedom
completely changed his com-
munal outlook. Fraternisation
on a large scale took place from
August 15 onwards. Mahatma
Gandhi and Mr. Suhrawardy
are assisting the good work by
living together and addressing
meetings in company in various
parts of the city. Their task,
and that of all men of goodwill,
is to consolidate the friendly
relations which have keen es-
tablished so that Bengal, in-
stead of being a blot on the
country's reputation, will be-
come a harbinger of peace. It is
devoutly to be hoped that the
good feeling generatcd in Cal-
cutta will ‘pread to the rest of
the country in ever increasing
measure.

FRONTILR MINISTRY

The dismissal ot Dr. Khan
Sahib's Ministry by tne Gov-
ernor of the North-West Fron-
tier Province will be regretted
throughout India owing to the
Ministry's Congress afliliations.
Nevertheless it must be recog-
msed that the affair is an in-
ternal concern of Pakistan, and
it is difiicult to see how the
Ministry could have continued
in the circumstances. The 1re-
cent referendurm showed that a
smal!l but absolute majority of
the Frontier people favoured
the union of the province with
Pakistan—a policy to  which
Dr. Khen Sahib's Goverament is

resolutely opposed. While, as a
result of the 1948 elections the
Ministry had the support of the
provincial Legislative Assemb-
ly, it was obviously out of tunc
with the fecling of the people
on -the main political issue as
expressed a year Jater. IKhun
Abdul Qayum Khan, leader of
the Muslim League Opposition,
has been asked to form a mi-
nistry, and the intention ap-
parently is that he should car-
ry on the administration until
the budge* session of the As-
sembly early next year. If his
Ministry is then defcated, the
only course left would bhe to
dissolve the legislature and
order fiesh elections. It may
well be asked why the new
Ministry should not face the
legislature now and accept its
verdict. The Pakistan authori-
ties presumably argue that an
election at the present moment
might lead to serious disorders.
That there is some reason for
this fear is evident from last
week’s ugly outburst in Quetta,
where a fight between Muslim
Leaguers and ‘‘Pathanistan”
Pathans resulted in consider-
able bloodshed and eventually
—as i8 almost inevitable—took
a communal turn. According to
reports froia Karachi, most of
the minority communities have
been evacuated from the

etta area. Mr. Liagat Ali

han, the Pakistan Premijer,
has annouynced his Govern-
ment’s intention to restore

peace and order at all costs; it
is sincerely to be hoped that
this will be done. But the tra-
gedy shows all too clearly the
explosive potentialities of the
Frentier regions.

@he Timesrazbuer of” Jrdia
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Wednesday, February 26, 1947

MUSLIMS AND THE R.LN,

STATISTFCS relatipg -to the
L camnmnial compoxition of
¢fMcers and ratings in_the Royal
Indian Navy which the De
fence Secretary, Mr. Bhalja,
disclosed in the Central Assem-
bly oo Mondxy iH'Rply to =a
quastidn by Mr. Ahmed Jaffer,
gmved‘thtch’ume whtch Mus-
ms have repeatadly made that
the Defence Department  has
pursued a policy of dfserbmina-
tion ayalnst them. “The Indian
Ratings- number 10,412, of
whom 4,349 or 41.T per cent are
Muslims. The Indian Officers
number 874, of whom only 179
or 20 per cent are Mualfms
The ratio af Hindu, Muslim,
Sikxh and other oflcers to their
reapective strengths fn the rat-
{ngs category reveals a similar
discrimination against Muslims
and undue pampering of other
communities.’ For 3,823 Hindu
ratings there are 230 Hindu ofll-
cers, to., 77 per cent, For the
infipitesimal number of 173
Sikh ratings. there are 39 Sikh
officers, 4a.: 27, per cent,  For
2,055 *‘other™ catings there nare
360 “other” offteers, Le, 17 per
cent. As aghinst these, - for
4343 Muslim ratings there are
only 179 . Muslim officers, ie., a

mere 4 per cent. These figures

do not include - British offlcers
and ratings.

This glaringly disproportion-
ate distributien of the officers’
strength, particularly the spe-
cial weightage given to the
Sikhs requires immediste ex-
plangtion. ~We are constrained

to opserve that Mr. Bhalja's

statgment onthe: floor of the.
Assegnbly Dagsertipq; “that re-
cruitment to the RILR. wag on
an $ll-Ihdisr ahd- not - Yommu-
nal bagds _and,::therefoxe, no

speclal i steps: were -taken tg

encqurage &y, particular ¢om-
mursty to come forward to join
theTR.I.F.,"':‘lh ““large “ndmbers”
mu$ beTeparded ‘as uifer hon.
seng. The <figured . >whichy hé
himaelf gave indicate specia¥

encouragement to non-Muslims
and deliberate discrimination
ig:ll.iist‘ Muslims. = Surely, nel-
thécAMr. lja nor -his $u
nio'f’szhi“n/tﬁgfl ‘Defence- Depd}::»-
ment can seriously_ , gontend
that Muslims who have./been
able to provide the largest
number (of rajingy could qot
also. pxaduce a proportionate
numbetr of officers?

Fismre# showing the commu-
nal breakdown of officers post-
ed at Naval Headquarters were
not. asked for por glven
during - Monday's -interpella-
tion, but we have these figures
in our possession.  These show
that at the N.H.Q. there are at
present: one Hindu Cormmander
and no Muslim; 5 Hindu Lt-
Commanders, 2 Muslims and 2
Stkhs: 13 Hindu Lieutenants
ard 6 Muslims; 14 Hindu Civil-
ian ,Officers- of gazetted ranks.
1 Sikh and 2 Muslims; the total
o ty-wise pqregoiaze- of
the HHQ Fecsamniel ey 7
per cent Hindus, 22 per cent
Musiims, and 7 per cent Sikhs
Statisties of communal repre-
sentation {n the ranks af Lt.-
Commander and above, given
by Mr. Bhalja, also show that
out of a total of 73 such officers
4oty 10, are. Muslima,

According to-our. informgtion.
even this unsatisfactory state
of affajrs is now jrr: the process
of being made~ still more un-
satisfactory from‘ ‘the Muslim
point of view through measures
which -are now:in . the procest
af implementalionn by the ; De

ence Department. We 'sugges
has M members of the
Zentral Legislature should no;
'onsider their duty done by
nerely having put - certair
(uestions. - and ~elicted ) certair
‘eplies.  They must study these
lefence problems  more  seri-
wsly and resiat  the - Depart-
nent's anti-Muslim policy more
leterminedly.



