Thursday. April 24, 1947,

N. - W, k. P,

HE announcement that the
Viceroy will pay a visit early
next week to the capital of the
misgoverned Frontier Province
“to acquaint himself personally
with the latest developments in
the situation” is in accord with
Lord Mountbatten's reputation
of being a man of vigour and
action. His Excellency has de-
cided wisely in not allowing the
situation to continue to drift.
The public has not been taken
into contidence as to the nature
of the conclusions which were
reached as a result of last
week's conference in New Delhn,
but 1t has now become abundant-
ly clear from the trend of
events that the mere announce-
ment of the Frontier Govern-
ments decision to release poli
tical prisoners from Ms  jam-
packed Jails  cannot meet  the
requirements of the situation.
It is inconceivable that no
other  decisions of more far-
reaching  import should have
been taken when the Viceroy
and  the Provincial Governor
brought the Member for Exter-
ral Atfairs and the Premier—
boih of whom are natural parti-
cans of the Congress—face to face
with the current realities in the
land of the awakened Pathans.
We have particularly in mind
the necessity of holding fresh
¢.cctions so that the Provincial
Legislature may be made truly
representative of the people. It
is not enough that elections
should be held but it is equally
important that effective steps
should also be taken to ensure

that the clections are free. As
long as the present Ministry
remains in office free elections
are impossible. It is a foregone
conclusion that the Ministry
will abuse all the powers that it
possesses and mobilize all its
resources to gerrymander the
clections in its own favour. It
15, therefore, essential  that
simultancously with the an-
nouncement  of fresh general
clections, the Ministry's removal
from ollice should be secured
either by resignation or dis-
nussal.

Dr. Khan Saheb and his sup-
porters in the Interim Govern-
ment  will  naturally  offer
vchement  opposition  to  this
course  of action, but the
Viceroy cannot be oblivious of
the fact that the responsibility
for the maintenance of security
is his personal responsibility.
Besides, if the contention of Dr.
Khan Saheb that he still has the
support of the majority of the
electorates is correct, he and his
party have nothing to lose but
everything to gain.  In that
event, the Congress will be re-
turned to power again and
what is now more than an er
parte claim will be established
by the most convincing demo-
cratic verdict. Given determin-
ation, Lord Mountbatten should
be able to persuade the
Frontier Premier no longer to
stand on “prestige” but to stand
aside and let the forces of De-
mocracy move past and take
possession of what belongs to
Democracy.
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Tuesdny, April 29 1947,

UNFORGOTTEN

EING naturally preoccupied
with grave events which
have shaken the Punjab and the
North-West Frontier, and lately
more so with vital constitutional
issues affecting the future of the
nation, Muslim League leader-
ship may seem to have forgotten
the suffering Muslims  of
Kashmir whose leaders are still
held in detention without trial
and whose wrongs have multi-

plied manifold since the last
popular agitation for their
redress  grew  uncomfortably

vocal for the Maharaja’s auto-
cratic Government. A lctter
addressed to this newspaper by
one of the most important
Kashmir Muslim leaders out of
jail does make this complaint
and makes it bitterly. “Kashmir
seems to have been declared out
of bounds by the League High
Command”—he writes, more in
sorrow we think, than in anger,
and adds: *“One has to reside in
Kashmir to know what we arc
passing  through”. For the
technical offence of defying the
ban imposed on the open session
of the All-Jammu and Kashmir
Muslim Conference eight months
ago Chuudhri Ghulam Abbasy,
Agha Shaukat Ali and several
other leaders are still being held
in detention, some of them in
intolerably  oppressive condi-
tions. Even if they had been pro-
secuted and sentenced by a court
of law they would not have
been in jail for more than six
months which is the maximum
punishment that could have
been intlicted. The unscrupul-
ous Prime Minister. Pandit Ram
Chandra Kuk, having gerryman-
dered the elections, coerced,
intimidated and victimized all
who refused to accept his dicta-
torial regime, is now busy lm-
porting Hindus and Sikhs into
the State in order to tip the
balance of population in favour
of those who would stand for the

KASHMIR

perpetuation of communal
tyvranny A clean sweep is being

made  of  Muslims  from  the
Army in which they were
already meagrely represented.

The Press is pagged, the platform
silenced, the verv whisper of
agronv's cry is stifled. Such is
Karhmir today; such is the plight
of its oppressed and” impover-
ished people; so has the ruth-
less band of a communal biot
turned that “ecarthly parudise”
into  a concentration camp.
Kashmir has become a purgatory
for the innocent, a paradise for
the guilty. And yet, what has
the All-India I.eague High Com-
mand done about it, what are
the Leuague leaders doing?

This anguished question from
oppressed Kashmir and Jammu,
this cry of frustration and
Joneliness, this bitter complaint
that Muslim India has left
Muslim Kashmir to its fate, 1
not unnatural when one consi-
ders how remote and forlorn
these suffering people must be
feeling. But their complaint is
unjustified, their fear unfound-
ed. They are not {orgotten, they
are not forsaken. Not to speak
of the Qaed-e-Azam, beneath
whose unruflled and sometimes
cven forbidding exterior throbs
a heart attuned to the heart-
beats of every Musalman and
which shares the heartaches of
all, other leaders too cannot and

have not forgotten Kashmir.
They know what is guing on
there, they know what the

prople are suffering, they can
sce vavidly in their mind's eye
the travail of the wunlawful
prisoners of Pandit Kak; and
they know where lies the salva-
tion of Kashmir and Jammu's
groaning  multitudss, Their
battle is being foupght here in
India; the weapon that will
break down their prison walls
is being forged even now in
India’s capital; the message that

will bring them hope, good
cheer and liberation is receiving
its finishing touches.  And the
name. of that message is Pakis-

tan.

This is the answer to Kashmir's
complaint, this is the evidence
of Muslim India and its leaders’
abidiny solicitude for Kashmir's
people, this is where the battle
of Kashmir is beiny fought. We
would urge Kashmir's leaders
not to be overwhelmed by their
present  sufferings, or to give
way to despair because they find
in their immediate surroundings
little to comfort or cheer them.
The Darbar's facade of despotic
power only conceals the power-
lessness of the despot; the seem-
ing triumph of the tyrant is a
deceptive prelude to the over-
throw of tyranny. The Muslim

nation's major battle is all but
and

won, victory in Kashmir
other pockets of reaction will
follow. The colossal sacrifices

which men, women-™ and even
children have made are about to
produce martyrdom's inevitable
dividend. The sacrifices of the
Muslims of Kashmir—such as
they have made already or such
as they may yet have to make——
will not be in vain. Bchind
them, if not immediately with
them, stands the Muslim nation
strength  will be the

of Kashmir's long-
suffering people. Let this be a
message of hope, cheer and
fortitude to Kashmir's fighters
for freedom. Those who are
behind Kashmir’s prison bars
today will be Kashmir's real
rulers tomorrow. That tomorrow
is in the making.

whose
strength
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April 30, 1347,

THE PARTITION RACKET

IF one were to go by what
appears in the Hindu
Press 1t would indeed scem as if
the demand for the partition of
the Punjab and Bengal had not
only  received  the  universal
support of the people residing
in the areas in question but that
these  two  provinces  had
already been as good as parti-
tioned.  Such is the power of
propaganda.  The progress of
this spurious agitation provides
an interesting study of Congress
technique, and of course  the
Conyress can now be taken as
a generie term which embraces
the  Hindu Mahasabha,  the
RSS and cvery other Caste
Hindu body whatever the label
under which it plies its com-
munal trade. We Jdo not pretend
to know what view Lord
Mountbatten takes of the extent
of support which this partition
stunt has breen able to secure,
but to those who have lived with
Indian political problems for
any reasonable length of time
this cannot but appear to be a
mala fide communal racket.

The “partitionists” claim tha
their demand for the division of
the Punjab and Bengal has the
same basis of justification as the
Muslim demand for a division

of Indwa. This is prima facte
absurd and untenable. If one
examines the two demands

from the positive aspect it will
appear as plain as a pikestaff
that there is a radical difference
between the underlying princi-
ples. The Muslims want Pakis-
tan on  the ground that as a
separate nation they are entitled
to a separate homeland. The
Hindus of certain Western
districts of Bengal and the
Hindus and Sikhs of certain
Eastern districts of the Punjab
cannot claim the partition of

these provinces on the same prin-
ciple, because their Hindustan,
the homeland of the Hindu
nation, is already there. If the
Hindus of Western Benwal claim
a separate homeland on the pro-
vincial basis the Muslims in
Bihar, U.P. and other Hindu
majority provinces can do the
same. Viewed negatively, the
difference batween the two
demands becomes even more
apparent. If Pakistan or a sepa-
rate national homeland is de-
nied to the Muslims, then the
Muslim nation will not be left
with a single inch of territory
fn *the whale of this sub-conti-
rent which thev can call their
own. But if the Hindus and
Sikhs of Western Bengal and
Eastern Punjab are denied the
partition of these two provinces,
the effect on the Hindu nation
will not be the same. The
Hindus will still have a national
home far larger and far stronger
than the national home of the
Muslims. Those, therefore, who
say that the partition of Bengal
and the Punjab should follow as
a matter of “ruthless logic” from

the Muslim demand  for the
partition of India are being
victims of confused thinking.

What they consider good logic
is in fact an obvious fallacy.
The second argument of the
partitionists that if Muslims of
India as a whole are unwilling
to accept the rule of the Hindu
majority, the Hindus and Sikhs
of Bengal and the Punjab are
similarly entitled to say that they
will not accept the rule of the
Muslim majority, is equally un-
tenable. It is quite obvious that
even when a Muslim sovereign
State of Pakistan is established
many millions of Muslims will
continue to live in Hindustan,
similarly millions of Hindus will
continue to live in Pakistan.
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Even if the two provinces of
Bengal and the Punjab are
partitioned this problem will
not-be solved and well over
20,000,000 Hindus will still be
le(t in what is being described
as “truncated Pakistan”.

These broad aspects of the
respective demands of Muslims
and Hindus should convince all
right-thinking persons that the
two do not stand on the same
footing, nor have they the same
justification. The flist is genuine,
the second is mala fide, and the
one does not logically follow
from the other. These facts are
likely to be overlooked unless
an unbiased mind is brought to
the study of the problem. It is,
however, idle to expect spiteful
and clamorous propagandists to
recognize the validity of facts,
because their one chance of
success lies in suppressing the
truth and keeping issues con-
fused. Nevertheless, when thev
talk of “logic” they will do well
to remember that if logic is to
be carried to such lengths then
the carving knife cannot stop
after having sliced up Bengal
and the Punjab. Of necessity,
it will have to do some carving
in U.P., Bihar and Madras as
well; and ruthless logic must
award to the Musalmans a big
slice of the city of Delhi, not
merely on prounds of popula-
tion but also of history.



48

Thursday, NMay 15, 1947,

DIVIDE THE FORCES

HE Statesman has done
grave disservice to what-

cver cause it thinks 1t serves, by
its hasty and ill-assorted  edi-

torial entitled  “Into Armed
Chaos”, published 1n its Wed-
nesday’s issue, opposing the

division of the Armed Forces.
It is regrettable that so vital a
matter should be so lightly
studied and argued in a news-
paper of the Statesman’s stand-
ing and importance. Small talk
by uriformed non-experts over
glasses of tomato-juice is a most
uncertain guide to military pro-
fundity. Should our contem-
porary devote greater pains to
an examination of the question

both in 1ts fundamental and
practical aspects we have little
doubt  that it will revise

its opinions, unless the States-
man is pleading for perpetua-
tion of imperialistic designs in
Asia through a so-calied united
India army.

Nobody pretends that divia-
ing the Armed Forces is going
to be an easy task, but it can
be done and it must be done.
To talk of Pakistan as an inde-
pendent, sovereign State and at
the same time to talk of an un-
divided army, navy and air-
force is utterly nonsensical.
Either the British Government
mean to be honest or they do
not. If they are to be honest
it follows that they must face
this problem honestly. The time
that remains is undoubtedly
short, but if a beginning is
made immediately, Pakistan
and Hindustan can both have
their separate Armed Forces by
June, 1948, though minor ad-
justments may continue over a

jonver pertod. We have rea-
cons to believe that  the matter
1s under  active consideration

in the highest quarters although
reluctance has not yet been
fully overcome. It must thero~
fore be made quite clear that no
solution, even based on Pakis-
tan, wiil be acceptable to Mus-

lims unless  Pakistan is given
simultancously and  from the
very first day of its independ-

cnee its own independent  de-
fence forces. Those who are
contemplating a divided India

with a united army are living
m something  infinitely  worse
than a fool's paradise. The
ar;;ument that a division of the
Armed Forees is not “possible”
will not bear scrutiny.

The splitting up of the small
a:r and naval forces which India
pussesses 15 easy enough;’ and
opponents of division mainly
concentrate on the question of

the army. The Staterman, for
instance, writes:
“How branches such as

Ordnance, the Pay Corps, or
the RIASC. could without
chaos be fragmented into
Hindustani and Pakistani por-
tions by June, 1943—or in-
deed by a remoter date—we
cannot see. The process would
create serious likelihood of
large parts of the residual
military organisms being un-
clothed, unpaid, unfed.”
This is obviously written from
a wrong assumption and also
from imperfect appreciation of
the actual facts. Why must it
be assumed that the armies of
Pakistan and Hindustan must
necessarily be comnpletely Mus-
lim or completely Hindu? There
will be many millions of non-
Muslims in Pakistan and many
millions of Muslims i3 Hindus-
tan. There will be still non-
Muslim personnel in the vari-
ous civilian services of the
Pakistan Government, and Mus-
lims will be employed by the
Hindustan  Government. The
army also would naturally be a
mixed army, except that there
would be Muslim predominance
in the Pakistan army and Hindu
predominance in the Hindustan
army. On the territorial basis
division is immediatelv feasible,
because the various existing
army commands are self-con-

tained to a very large extent
already. The Northern Com-
mand, for instance, is virtually
an army in itself, complete with
all its services. By exchange
of battalions and companies its

composition can be easily so
adjusted as to fulfil the re-
quirements of the Western

Pakistan army. With certain
adjustments the Eastern Com-
mand can be similarly trans-
formed into an army suitable
for Eastern Pakistan.

As regards Ordnance, the
Northern Command is to all in-
tents and purposes self-suffi-
cient, the arsenals at Feroze-
pore and Rawalpindi and Ord-
nance installations in every
military area, such as Lahore
Area and Peshawar Area, sup-
plying its requirements. The
same is true of the R.ILA.S.C.
services, each Command having
its own supplies of petrol, am-
munition, etc., necessary to keep
it equipped and ready for
operations. As regards a divid-
ed army facing the possibility
of being “unpaid,” perhaps it
will be news to  the Statesman
that both  the Northern and the
Fastern Commands have their
separate CM.AL (Controller of
Military  Accounts)  establish-
ments in Lahore and  Rawal-
pindi, and Calcutta, respective-

Iv. The Poona  establishment
now centrally controls  only
what is known as ficld ac-
counts, which concerns units
and personnel doingr field  ser-
vice, mostly overscas. It is ride-
culous, therefore, to  suygest

that division of the army, pro-
vided it is carried out on the
basts of the existing Commands
with necessary adjustments,
will result in chaos. The most
difficult part of an army,
namely, its basic framework of
Headquarters, communications
installations and the necessary
aryanisation  for maintenance
oand administration—all  actu-
ally extst on the ground. All
that really needs to be done,
apart from modifying the class
composition of all ranks, is to
build on this framework and
give the respective Commands
their full independence from
any kind of central control.
Having given facts to show
that the army can be divided
we would like to give an addt-
tional argument why the army
must be divided. Quite apart



from the ground that Pakistan
without an’ independent army
would be like a shadow with-
out substance, convincing Mus-
lims that the British merely
want to play on them a cruel
hoax, there is another impera-
tive reason. The Statesman
fears that “chaos” resulting from
a split-up of the defence forces
might lead to mutiny and that
the army might be reduced to
“disorderly mobs of armed men
whipped to unwonted commu-
nal hatreds, ravaging the coun-
tryside.” What our contem-
porary dreads may well come
to pass, but not because of what
our contemporary pleads
against. Mutiny and distuption
of the army is inevitable if the
army is forcibly kept united.
Muslim officers and men are al-
ready in a st~tc of grave men-
tal unrest and men in autho-
rity should be aware of it. We
do not wish to labour this
puint, except to say that if the
army is not divided by those
who can do so in an orderly
fashion, it will divide itself—
chaos or no chaos. There lies
the risk, not where the States-
man sees it.

We would have concluded
this article here but we consi-
der it our duty to sound a grave
note of warning to Lord Mount-
batten and his military advisers.
Are they aware that the Sikh
Defence Memrer is almost daily
taking wicked and sinister
steps with the deliberate ob-
ject of making the division of
the army more difficult? Are
they aware that the Northern
Command, the foundation on
which the Pakistan Army will
have to be built, is being bur-
rowed into, like rats under a
granary, by the agents of
Akhand Hindustan with the set
object of undermining that
foundation? Let us give some
tvpical facts. Muslim officers
who have been trained for stafl
jobs in India or abroad are being
sent back to their regiments
or units, when the need is to
increase the Muslim personnel
in the wvarious branches of the
Headquarters Staffs. If Lord
Mountbatten calls for the lists
maintained in the Adjutant-
General's Branch and has them

scrutinized he will be staggered
to find how postings have been
made, and are still being made.
From the biggest Ordnance in-
stallation in Secunderabad—
and from other such installa-
tions also—Muslim officers are
being removed. A Sikh has
been appointed as Brigadier,
General Staff, Northern Com-
mand—the significance of which
can be gauged by those who

know what the functions of such
posts are.

Is all this going to stop or is
it not?—that is what Muslims
want to ask the Viceroy today.
intervened

It is time that he
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and removed the communal

stranglchold  of  anti-Pakistan-
ists from the nerve-centres of
the country’s defence torces. If

he continues to allow this rapid
capture of strategic and key
positions by opponents of Pakis-

tan to go on, and then turns
round and says he “cannot”
divide the army., he will not

sound sincere.  And that is put-
ting it mildly. If that excuse is
reaily trotted out we can assure
Lord Mountbatten that Muslim
reactions will be very far from
mild.

HMONDAY, JUNE 3, 1M,

NOTHING BUT PAKISTAN

==ODAY at 10 in the morning,
the Viceroy is due to
communicate to the topmost
lcaders of India’s two nations
the final proposals of the Bri-
tish Government for the trans-
fer of power in accordance
with the declaration of Febru-
ary 20. Since the eleventh-
hour pestponement of the con-
{erence originally scheduled to
be held on May 17 and the
departure of Lord Mountbatten
to London for personal con-
sultations with H.M.G,, rumour
and speculation have flown
thick and fast. Today the
leaders of the Indian peoples
will know for certain—although
their anxious followers through-
out the sub-continent may stull
be kept guessing a short while
longer—what solution British
ingenuity has devised at last for
the world-baffling problem
which India has so rapidly be-
come in the last few years.

It has been suggested in vari-
ous news reports during the
past fortnight that the highest
leaders of the Muslim League
and the Congress were aware

of, if not tacitly consenting
parties to, “the Plan” which
Lord Mountbatten had drawn
up and communicated to the
British Cabinet through Lord
Ismay. For all we know, this
may be only very partially true.
In any event, alterations in
raain outline or in details which
appear to have been made in it
in London could not have been
known to them. When, there-
fore, the invited leaders pro-
ceed to Viceroy’s House today
they will not be less expectant
or curious than is the common
man. The question of questions
is: In what frame of mind will
they retwrn? On that depznds
not only the peace of India but
the peace of the world, as Mr.
Bewvin has candidly confsssed at
Margata.

On the cve of this momentous
and fateful meeting at Viceroy's
House speculation is utterly
idle, but the reiteration of the
fundamental facts of the situa-
tion 13 necessary. Jtis all the
wore so because during the past
weoek there has been a notice-
able change in the tone and
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enor of the wutterances of lead-
ing Congressmen—and of 2Afr.
Gandhi in particular. Only a
few days previously they were
freely and frankly visualizing
the division of India into Pakis-
tan and Hindustan, althouzh
they spoka in the same breadth
of the partition of Bengal and
the Punjab. Indeed, as reports
frcm London inade it mora and
more clear that the establish-
ment of Pakistan as a soverein
State was not only inovitable
but very near at hand, some of
the Congress leaders and their
satellites, such as Dr. Rajendra
Presad and Sardar Baldev
Singh, became arden! cham-
picns cof “completa division,”
including the divisicn o©f the
Armed ¥Forcea. Mlany {2l gra-
tiled that at last comparative
good sense was taking  posses-
sion of what had long seemed to
ke a confused vacuum. Then
came Mr. Gandhi upon the
rcene and very non-violently
threw the
into the works.

Since Mr. Gandhi resumed in
Delhi his political preachings
from th2 so-called prayer pul-
pit he has daily grown more and
more  insufferably pugilistic.
The latest 2iahatmie bombast
which w9 have befcra wy 3 his

declaration that he would rather

Mahatmic cpanner

see the whole of India reduced |

to ashes than concede a single
inch of territory to Pakistan.
Mr. Gandhi asks the Qaed-e-
Azam not to “look to the Bri-
tish” but to allow the British to
hand over power to the Hindu
Constituent  Assembly now
functioning; and ajter the
British have gone, to invite Mr.
Gandhi and other Hindu lead-
ers to a conference and “con-
vince” them of the justice of
the ' Pakistan demand. When
last October other
leaders repudiated the formula
which Mr. Gandhi had signed
and handed over to the Nawab
of Bhopal, the *“Saint” announc-
ed that senility had overtaken
his mental faculties and made
him a sinner, in that he had
signed something which he
should not have. His utterances
to which we have referred
above conclusively prove that
intellectual rot in the Gandhian

Congress !

mind proceeds unchecked.
To claim seriously at this late
hour, when the character and
temper of the present Consti-
tuent Assembly have been so
inexorably exposed before the
world, that the British should
leave the question of the divi-
sion of India to be decided by
this anti-Muslim rump, is a
performance of which only Mr.
Gandhi is capable. ‘As for the
offer to be “convinced” of the
justice of the Pakistan, what
else can it be but an attempt
to commit a fraud on world opi-
nion by seeking to make out
that Mr. Gandhi and others of
‘his political, persuasion have
still an open mind on the sub-
ject? The fact is that,, like a
sinking man catching at a
| straw, this apostle of Hindu
| revivalism is trying for the last
' time the ungentle art of bluster
l and threat to stop the caravan
of Pakistan. Let us tell him

t that he shall not succeed.
Whatever may be content of
I the document handed over to
| the Indian leaders today, what-
ever may have been the “deci-
sion” of the British Govern-
ment, the Muslim mind can no
longer think in any other terms
than full, sovereign, unmuti-
lated Pakistan, The Muslims
are not looking to the British to
give it to them as a gift or a
favour. They demand it be-
cause their homelands on the
Fast and on the North-West
are theirs; they belong neither
to the British nor to the Hin-
dus, nar to Mr. Gandhi as he
presumably believes. The Bri-
tish took from the Muslims
very much more than tha XIus-
lims now claim back. Logic-
ally, and by every canon of
moral justice, Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa; Oudh; the entire
dominion” that was directly
under the last Moghul Emperor,
including historic Delhi; the
greater part of the Dezccan; and
various other strips of territory
which were ruled directly or
indirectly by Muslims should
also be handed over to the Mus-

liris when the British depart..

By comparison, therclore, . the
Muslim claim to only Assam,
Bengal, the Punjab, N.-W.F.P,,
Sind and Baluchistan is sur-

prisingly modest, Muslims can-
not and will not consent to a
single inch of these provinces
from being awarded to the
Hindus. The outcry for the
artition of DBengal and ths
njab is only a spiteful Hindu
countez-move for the pwpese
of driving a last moment, Bania-
like, bargain over:the question
of Pakistan. If the British have
taken any serious notice of it
and if their Government’s pro-
posals are based on the mutila-
tion of Pakistah, we would not
care to predict what the future
may hold. The Muslim nation
awaits the announcement of
the new pro in that un-
ruffled mood which the Qaed-e-
Azam has inculcated in them:
they “hope for the best but are
prepared for the worst.,”



USLIMS HAVE
FASTERN PUN

TEHSILS IN

By ‘Dawn’ Special Correspondent

The Tehsils ;" najority can be classified into thres categories:

wuming © —
'M'rhcse Tehsils In whic the Mus-
1. re in AN overwhelming majority
lmiyis' the total number of all the
vis-a- communities € nbine, and
othet e couliguous tosthe Musiim
.»m:h.la.- areas. Ju\hu\dux Nakodar,
s ir, Zica and Ajnald are such
as are similar to
1, but which are
to any Muslim

ils. '
TTuSuch Tehsils
those il catesory

iguous

not _Cont . Ferozepur,  Jhirka
m’gn{ilu)l’x are the oy two such Teh-
and 2

sils. ‘o4 category, comprising
3. The third Tco‘hs\.‘»‘ :;'n which the
peculiar position,
number ‘belnz
S g more than that of any
p Ever He, \gly. they ate out-
axsregate by the
of caste-Hindua,
Castes andjor Adi-

wbered N the
:;‘nbm(\i numbers
Sikhs, Schanduled

tc. .
m;;:;“!l:re{hc number of the Schedul-
od Castes eit, Muslims in these two
Tehsits, Hoxhiarpur and Dasuya, are
more  than 1-14 of the Qomplned
numbers of caste-Hindus plus Sikhs,
These Telisils  have a population of
a‘~o.u( a mitlion and to;.:_cthe: cover
::\ arca  of 1010 sq. miles in the
Lsshiarpur District
“T::J\L{mu (o the nine Techalls men=-
toned abOVE the Muslims (or‘nu the
«nile largest majority in tne five
:l‘ch.u'u of Ambala (.»\mlmh District),
Ludiuana (Ludhiana District), Mukt-
aar and Fanlia (Yerozepur Diatrict)
aed Amtilear (Amritsar District).

POPULATIONS

Popuiatwons of all the communities
{n the abtove  Tehsils  as well
a3 n all other  Tehsils of
the proposed Fast Puongab - together
with theic arcas  are given in An-
reaure 1, while  the same informa-
ton 1n rezacd to the nime Tehsils in
mentwned 1 categories 1, 2 and 3 13
given in Anuexure L

Out uf the 52 Tensils in the East
Punjab, the caste-Hindus are in a
majority 1 13 Tehals, comprising
Huaar, Rohtuk, Guigaon (vxcept two
Tehsils) all situated o Ambala Divi-
sion and U Tehsils i Kangra District
and al=o 11 Una Tehal of Hoshiar-
pur Dustoct.

The caste-Hindus form the single
largoet majornty an a3l the 20 Tehstls
meitoned avove, the three Tvhsils of
Jagadhan, Naramgarh and Simla (in-
cluding Kot Khar)  in the Ambala
District and also in Garh Shankar in
Hoshiacpur  District, barring one
Tebstl e Hostuarpur District they
have no eigority anywhere outside
Awmbala Diviston,

SIKHS' POSITION

‘The Stkhs e 1in a majority in TWO
out of thie 52 Tehsils ot Bast Punjab,
iz, Tavan Taran (Amritsar Distriet)
and Moga (Ferozepur Dustrict),

Tney torin the single  largest
majorily (vis-u-vis' Muslims, Hindus,
ele, tuken ag single communal units)
In 51X out of the 52 Tehsils, (L.
}xhaur; 2. Rupar (Ambala District);
3. Nawanshahr; 4. Phillaur (Jullun-
dur District); 5. Jagraon; 6. Samrala

ANNEXURRE I

RIGHT TO CLAIM 11: MORE
JAB
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(Ludhiana Dastrict) in addition to the
two ‘Lensils mentioned above.

It is mteresting to observe that in
FIVE out of the total number of
Tehsils the Sikhs are only a handful,

in Ballubgarh, 14 n Firozepur-Jhirka
and 12 i1 Nuh—all in Gurgaon Dist-
net—whilst in Kot Khai (Simla) the
total number of Sikhg i3 only 8. -

In 13 Tehsils, their number runs
into not more than three figures in
cach case.

In the  Jullundur Division plus
Amritsar there ara 8 Districts out of
which Kangra is predominantly a
Hindu District, Muslims forming lcss
than 5% of the population.
" In the rest of the 8 Districts, thers
are 19 Tehsils. The total population
of this area is 39,33,080, the Muslims
belnﬁ 24,31,188, or nearly 43% of the
population. i LA

I¢ we exclude out of this area th
2 Tehsils !n which the Sikhs and
Hindus are in absolute majority and
treat them like Indian States whcse
area is intermangisd with British
Indian Territory, the resultant popu-
lation would give m majority to the
Muslims ‘vis-a-vis' the combined
total of the caste-Hindus and the

Sikhs,: - e !
we find, that out

Coming to Tehst
of tha 19 Tehsils left, Muslims are in
an absolute majority against all in
{ive Tehsils and two more against
the combined total of caste-Hindus
and Sikhs, they are in addition the
single largest community in four
more. .

The Hindus and Sikhs sre in a
majority in only 3 Tehsils and single
largest community in 8 other, s0 that
Muslims are in majority in one way
or the other in 11 out of the 19 Teh-
alls whiie the Hindus and Sikhs In-
dividually are in a majority only in
8 Tehsila, Therefors these 11 Teh-
aila should be included in the Pakls-
tan State by the Boundary Commis-
alon.

CATEGORY I Tebsils In Faat Punjab where Muslims are in an Over-
:vhelmmg majority contiguous to Muslim majority areas
Tehail with  Muslims Caste- Slkhs Scheduled

{23 arca in
sQ. miles ().

1

1. Jullundur
. (339).

2. Nakodar
(363).

3. Ferozepors
(S60).
4 Zim
(424).

3. Ajnala
(418).
Total
(2,340)

CATEGORY II. Tecbslls where Muslims
majority, not contiguous to Iluslim mujority areas.

8. Firozepur
Jhirka

(314).

are

GURGAON DISTRICT

97500 13522 13

in

12,CC0

Total Remarks

Hindus Caates, *Adi- popula-
Dharmlis, ete. tion
(In round (Cols. 3
figures). to 0).
2 3 4 5 8 7
JULLUNDUR DISTRICY
26,623 84,121 63,559 17,000 4,237,740
243,000
1,335,918 20,269 32,007 13,000 2,28,224
97,000
FEROZZPORE DISTRICT
1,950,371 42,337 70,753 10,000 2,83,510
1,37,238 11,373 50,2C9 *3.c 3,03,087
ADIRITSAR DIITRICT
1,41,408 13,215 67,088 2,1000 2,24,707
8,01,904  1,31,334 3,28,010 03,7C0 13,77,218

an verwhelming

1,23,128



7. Nuh 83,482 43,443 12 16,000 1,43,919
(401).

Total (713). 1,82,082 39,367 28 28,000 2.70,338
CATEGORY 1II. Tchsils where Muslims are In an overwhelmlng

majority ‘vis-a-vis’ Caste-Hindus plus Sikhs (without Scheduled Castes,
etc.) contiguous to Musllm majority areas.

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT
8. Hoshlar- 1,43,583 61,443 2,917 11,000

3,23,043
pur (509) *43,000
9. Dasuya 1,32,103 635,684 40,309 7,000
(501) 23,000 2,68,298
Total (1,010) 2,78,090 1,327,127 1,03,028 84,000 5,82,243
Grand Total 12,62,958 3,18,128 4,31,083 2,07,700 22,39,848
(4,071).
ANNEXURE II, REGARDING JULL}rXNDUR DIVISION AND AMRITSAR
DISTRICT
Tchsil with its  Muslims Caste- Sikhs Scheduled Castes, Total
area In sq. miles Hindus *Adi-Dharmis, etc.
and Distt. in Block (in rownd figures).
Capitals.
1 3 3 4 3 6
..CATEGORY L
(A) Blkhs in absolute majority over all
1. Taran 1,537,731 20,133 1,99,562 6,000 3,83,428
Taran
(597). %
(AMRITSAR).
2. Moga) 68,853 24,521 1,81,454 6,000 2,78,830
(625
(FEROZEPUR)
(B) Hindus in absolute majority over all,
3. KANGRA (3,881).
(individually in each
Tehsil),
42,249 17,23.909 4,809 1,11,000 8,83,987
4. Una (690) 35,085 1,89,737 24,858 19,000 2,68,680 <
(HOSHIARPUR) *14,000  *14,000 §
CATEGORY IL
((A). Muslims single largest community.
5. LUDHIANA
(688). 1,71,483 89,423 1,68,011 .3146%%0 4,34,816
6. Muktsar 1,15,350 32,583 1,086,270 13,000 2,67,203
(928)
(FEROZEPORE).
7. Fazllka 1,801,283  1,04,113 70,771 30,000 3,89;569
(1.338) *3,400

(FEROZEPORRE)
B. AMRITSAR
(348) 3,598,023 1,61,3T7 2,43,297 14,000 7,177,369
(53) Sikhs single largest community.
9. Nawanshahr
(209)
(JULLUNDUR)

74,449 39,433 79,972 8,000 2,34,859
33,000* *Adi-Dharmis.
10. Phillaur
(269)
L 1 728 5,600 2,138,901
2,814 32,73 9 ’ 19,
e & " 23,000 —do—
11, Juyraon
(419)
(LUDHIANA)
31,330 19,823 1,00,61 12,200 1,23,069
12. Samrala
(291)
(LUDHIANA)
‘i’Jf!};‘. 27,193 83,103 14,000 1,53,813

(€C) Hlindus single larges communuily.
13, Garh Shankar

(201)
(HO3HIARPUR)
67,384  $6,923 70,310 18,000 2,87,817
a 2 *35,000 —do—
' Dawn '

Wednwsday, June 11, 1947
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PAKISTA?

N humble thanksgiving to

é Almighty Allah the hearts
of a hundred million Musal-
mans of India rise upwards to
Heaven on this great day when
throughout  the world  the
tidings is borne of the birth of
Pakistan. No longer is it a
name, a dream, a goal alluring
frorn a distance untraversible.
It is a reality. An independent,
sovereign Muslim State com-
prising a total of approximately
226500 square miles of the
Irdian sub-continent, in the
North-West and in the East, is
to come into being in a few
months’ time.

The powerful resources and
the ceaseless machinations of
those who wanted to keep the
Muslim nation of India under
the perpetual subjection of a
hostile and alien majority have
availed them nothing. Muslim
national {reedom has been
won; Muslim claim to separate
sovereignty in their scparate
homelands—neither Hindu nor
Briton has been able to resist.
It is true that the British have
cruelly, ruthlessly and unjustly
parcelled out Muslim territory,
particularly in the FEastern
zone, and given away consider-
able tracts to the Hindus; but
they have been compelled at
last to recognize absolute Aus-
lim sovereignty over an over-
whelmingly greater part of the
Muslim homelands. Never cin
the Muslim nation reconcile
ftself to the act of vandalism
that has truncated Pakistan but
at the same time the successful
conclusion of the major battle
{or naticnal freedem is an occa-
sion for national rejoicing.

In this hour of triumph all
Muslim hearts are filled anew
with - gratitude, love and
veneration for the greatest
living Muslim, the greatest of
all leaders, Qaad-e-Azam

ZINDABAD

Mohammad All Jinnah whose
name will go down in world
history as the maker of the
Indian Muslim nation, the
architect of Muslim freedom
and the founder of Pakistan.
To him, incalculably more than
to any other man, not only the
Muslims of India but the whole
world of Islam will be indebted
for the epoch-making change
in the world's map whereby the
limits of the world of Islam will
be considerably widened. Ever
the Lahore Resolution

gince
gave formal expression to
Muslim  India’s aspirations

gsven years ago, the Qaed-e-
Azam’s vision of the glorious
destiny of his people did not
fads for a single moment. He
was scoffed and derided, he
was abused and threatened;
thyoughout  the world his
traducers carried the malicious
lie that he was “an impossible
man” pursuing an impossible
policy. Formidable obstacles
arose in his way and at times
hostile forces seemed over-
whelmingly powerful. But he
never faltered, lost hope, or
ceased to strive to attain the
objective which alone, he knew,
could bring salvation to India’s
100 million Musalmans. His
unconquerable faith in - the
justice of his cause and his
equally unconquerable determi-
nation to make it  triumph
became an abiding scurce of
inspiration to his immediate
associates as well as to the en-
tire nation. There were times
when some may have felt that
their great leader had taken a
wrong decision, but on every
occasion events proved that he
was right and the doubters
wrong. It is thus that he
became the Qaed-e-Azam of a
hundred million Musalmans,
the man whose word became
law because that word was
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always right; and it is thus
that the voice of Jinnah
became the voice of Indian

-Islam.

These are facts which we
specially stress because of the
wrench which the “truncation”
of Pakistan has caused to
Muslim hearts tempering their
joy with grief.. The nation’s
attitude towards this painful
development will be determin-
od when the Council of the
All-India Muslim League meets
on June 9, but we have little
doubt that the nation’s parlia-
ment will be guided by the
Qaed-e-Azam to whom the
Muslim World owes Pakistan
and the Muslim nation owes its
freedom.

Today we do not wish to deal
with the details of the new
Plan which has been announc-
ed, the merits and demerits of
the various aspects of it, and
the problems that have im-
mediately to be faced by all
‘concerned, except to say that
the major issue having been
settled, "the time has now come
for breathless constructive acti-
vity. All available talent that
the Muslim natlon can produce
must now be harnessed to the
tasks involved in boundary
delimitation, division of the
armed forces and the other
assets belonging to the present
Central Government and the
Governments of the provinces
which are to be partitioned, in
constitution-making for Pakis-
tan and economic planning for
the Muslim national State. We
trust that the League High
Command . . will explore all
possible means of securing
without delay adaquats technl-

cal man-power for the purposes
of these impending tasks.

' We do not also wish to say
anything that may hurt those
whose attempts to enslave the
Muslims have so signally failed.
Their dream of Akhand Hindus-
tan is*no more; and they will
do well to accept the division
of India with good grace as
Pandit Nehru has recommended
in his broadcast. Muslims do
not desire that Pakistan and
Hindustan _should start their
new careers of independence in
an attitude of mutual hostility.
It the Hindus can reciprocate
this sentiment peace can be
assured for all time. But they
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must really and sincerely effect
what Mr. Gandhi has often des-
cribed as a change of heart.

Within the next few weeks
many an opportunity will pre-
sent itself when Hindus and
Muslims will be called upon to
show a spirit of give and take
in respect of boundaries, divi-
sion of assets, and various other
matters which are essential
preliminaries to the creation of
two independent Indias. If the
roirit  of narrow-mindedness
w.:ich prompted the Hindus to
deny the Muslims everything,

now gives place to a spirit of
broad-minded realism; if the
Hindus take this final shattering
of their ambition to dominate
over all of India as an inevit-
aple triumph of reason and
historic laws; if they give up
scheming and clear their men-
tal decks for a new endeavour
in constructive collaboration
with the new Muslim State, the
transition to independence and
the subsequent relationship of
the two nations can still be
smooth and harmonious.

e ———— ——
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ON WITH THE REFERENDUM

w HE Muslim League’s vic-
—g tory over the issue of the
North-West Frontier Province
has so unnerved the Congress

and the traitor-Pathans whom

1t keeps in pay that their erst-
while bluster has now turned
to wailing. For incalculable
years the Congress, with the
aid of capitalist finarciers car-
rnied out its policy of infiltra-
tion into this heart of Muslim
territory. It launched a subtle
campaign to rob the Pathans of
their traditional bravery and to
make them foreswear their
natural affinity with the rest
of Muslim India. Thke aim was
to emasculate and de-Muslim-
ise the Pathans so completely
that they might willingly con-
sent to the Congress planting
itself in a Muslim * stronghold
where, from time ,»immemorial,
stanneh warriers of Islam had
been born. Thus was it sought
to make the strategic north-

west frontier “safe” for the
Akhand Hindustan of Hindu
dreams.

In this enterprise the Con-
gress initially met with con-
siderable success, mainly due to
the expenditure of huge sums
of money, the general polgtxcal

backwardness of the Pathans
and the negligence of the Mus-
lim League which did not orga-
nize itself there properly. So
it came about that the enemies
of ‘the Pathans gained the
upper hand in the land of the
Pathans, seized control of the
provincial administration, and
95 per cent Muslims vere vir-
tually made subservient to the
will of 5 per cent non-Muslims.
Today all that is changed, al-
though .the ;nominal control of
the Congress over the proyin-
cial administration still = conti-~
nues. This unnaturai and ‘im-
moral administration, in the
shape of a Congress Ministry,
which has been on  its last legs
for many wonths is still keps
buttressed up by the letter of
the existing constitution. al-
though it is no better than a
scare-crow among  Govern-
ments. In a matter of days the
referendum will be - held and
the Congress Ministry will dis-
appear from the scene of its
misdeeds, unmourned, unsung
and unhonoured.

The scare-crows are there-
fore scared. They dare not
face the referendum. They
know what the verdict of the

overwhelming majority of the
Pathans will be; and once that
verdict has been preclaimed,
these little Frontier mice, whou
thought they had dug them-
celves safelv in and found un-
shakable - lodgment  in  this
outpost of Pakistan, will be
dragged out and cast aside as
so much political carrion. There-
fore, they are now making a
last desperate bid to . retrieve
their lost position, -to keep
themselves in some manner siill
in the Frontier’s poiitical pic-
ture. < Quite - naturally, . Mr.
Gandhi has taken wp . their
cause.- In a recent “npost-prayer
address” in Delhi the Mahatma
has put in a vlea against the
referendum. “It is not proper,”
says he now, “to’ divide the
Pathans by a” referendum into
‘t‘w;‘o pa’rties_.” He suggests that
Jinnyls Saheb ghould reet the
Frontier Ministers and Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan,  as also
his Khuda-i-Khidmatgars and
tell them why they should be
in Pakistan.” Indeed, Gandhiji’s
heart has suddenly begun to
overflow with so much love for
the Pathans that he is prepared
to “advise his Frontier friends
to be part of Pakistan and thus
avoid a conflict  between a
Pathan and Pathan and Xkeep
their Pathanistan intact in a
federation of Muslim majority.
States.” But of course there is
a minor matter to be consider-
od: Jinnah Saheb must offer
the Frontier Ministers, * Khan

z\:bdul _G:hz_:\ffar Khan and the
Ig‘auda-x-hhldmatgars “attrac-
tive terms.” :

Trom another source comes

wa news that at a joint meet-
ing of the Frontier Provincial
Congress Committee, the Con-
cress Parliamentary Party and

the



Red Shirt “Commanders,” held
it Peshawar on Thursday, a
resolution was adopted vesting
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan “with
all powers to take whatever
action he thought best.” It has
also been suggested that this
tall gentleman from the North-
West might stoop to seek a
meeting with the Qaed-e-Azam
in Delhi. He has even confided
10 a newss agency that “he had
already made two attempts to
~ontact leaders of the Muslim
League.” From all this it i3
clear that the quislings—the
men who have caused so much
bloodshed already and who are
credited with further designs
to make Pathans fight ~with
Pathans—are now. angling for
a deal with the .Muslim League
which will not.only save them
from total pelitical - extinction
but also secure for them:conti-
nued opportunity to exercise at

least a share of power in
Pakistan. _ .
e do not know - what will

be the attitude of the Qaed-e-
Arzam if these suislings come to
his door in their defeat begging
for “honourable terms.”- But
if our assessment of general
Muslim feeling is right, than we
have no hesitation in ..saying
that the nation is averse to any
kind of deal with them. There
is no sign yet that they have
seen the error of their ways
and are repentant. What they
now propose to do is only - to
change their tactics, not to
~hange their masters as is evi-
dent from the fact - that Mn
Gandhi has taken up the briel
for them. In our view, there.
‘ore, the referendum must ba
held and it should he finally
and conclusively proved before
the world what the Pathans

think of these henchmen of the:

Congress. Thereafter they
should be glven no quarter nor
further  opportunity- for mis-

chief. Indeed, there is: a secw

tion of Muslims who would like
to see these quislings - brought
before the bar of justice and
tried for high treason _against
the Muslim nation. g
Islam, however. has its own
hich ideals and does not coun-
tenance vengeance or vindic-
tiveness. If Khan Abdul Ghaf-
far Khan, Dr. Khan Saheb. .and
others who have so long been
active agents of the enemies of
their own nation and conspired

against the' birth of the Mus-
lim State of Pakistan can con-
vince the national leaders that
they-are truly repentent, and if
they are truly repentant, and if
themselves ' to ~ their mercy,
there may yet be a chance oi
forgiveness for them. = But,
nothing short of totsl and un-
conditional surrender will miti-
gate their crimes -and. evoke
the slightest response to . the
overtures which they are now
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making.. And, as a proof of
good faith the Khsn Saheb
Ministry must forthwith tender
its resignation and hand  over
power to where it belongs.
These are, however, idle specu-
lations, because those who have
spent the better part of their
lives in treachery are 'not so
easily converted to loyalty. On
with the referendum,; therefore,
and out with the traitors.

FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 17,
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¢ ‘ HE ‘Muslims of . Pakistan
*#  will guard and : protect
the honour, the dignity, the per-
son and property of the minori-
ties above their own”,—declared
the Khan of Mamdot, leader of

'Muslim Punjab, in a remarkable
_-appeal to the people to cease the

renewed bloocdshed and lawless-
ness which have caused so much
destruction in Lahore during
the past fortnight. He called
upon all Muslims “to honour
with their life the word I am
pledging on their behali”.
These memorable words of the
Punjab leader reflect not only
his personal "attitude and ap-
proach to the question of the
minorities in Pakistan but also
those of the Muslims as a nation
who will be rulers of Pakistan.
This is in accordance also with
the spirit of Islam and the tradi-
tions of Islamic rule through
the centuries. In Islamic States
of the past non-Muslims were
called “Zimmi’s”, not because
they were in any sense looked
down upon or regarded as aliens

.by the ruling nation, but be-

cause their interests were the

~special responsibility .  of
‘the  rulers. The term
“Zimmi” is  desired from

-“Zimma”, which means custody

.or responsibility, and non-Mus-

lims were described as such be-
cause the Muslims who were
in power took it upon them-
selves to regard the non-IMus-
lims as objects of their respon-

THE PUNJAB

sibility, they being custodians
in the eyes of God of the safety
of the “Zimmis” life and pro-
perty, honour and dignity.
The Khan of Mamdot's decla-
ration underlines in striking
fashion something that Muslims
have always taken for granted,
namely, that the Hindus, Sikhs
and other non-Muslims to whom
will belong the glory and good
fortune to be citizens of Pakis~
tan must be treated with kind-
ness, consideration and even
generosity.” In the, prevailing
atmosphere of distrust and sus-
picion this fact may not be pro-
perly appreciated by those for
whom it has a special signifi-
cance, and indeed Hindu pro-
pazanda - unfortunately still
continues to poison the fount
of communal geedwill. But let
us make today this confident
prophecy that within a very
short period of the final emer-
gence of Pakistan as a sovereign.
Muslim State well on its stride,
these barriers of doubt and
suspicion will fall, and those
who now perhaps consider it
a curse that their lot has been
thrown in with Pakistan will
come to regard it a3 a blessing.
It is unfortunate that tha
Khan of Mamdot’s historic ut-
terance should have had to be
made while much of Lahore
was in flames and death in the
shepe of the  assassin’s
dagger, the bomb’ and
the kirman were stalking the



city’s streets, lanes and by-lanes.
1t is evident that the spirit of
revenge and retaliation has been
moving in a vicious circle and
keeping alive the killing, the
arson and the lawlessness. But
whose has been the main res-
ponsibility for it? They who
attempt to throw all or even
‘the major share of the blame
on the Muslims manifestly lia,

We were amazed to read the

other day in the editorial
columns.of Mr. 'Birla’s Delhi
rewspaper the false and: fintase
tic allegation ‘hat-the Muslimg
of Lahore were “determined to
destroy as much = non-Muslim
property as possible”. This
mischievous leader-writer did
not apparently know that the
throwing of a large number of
bombs by Sikhs on the Muslim
vegetable market last Saturday-
morning, thereby killing and
seriously wounding many peo-
ple, was the signal for the or-
gies that followed. However,
now that all the three Prarties
have combined and made- a
joint appesl for peace to their
respective followers, and the
situation has already improved
in consequence, we do not wish
to go into the question of res-
ponsibility, except to say that
if the Hindu and Sikh leaders,
particularly the latter, had re-
ciprocated the sentiments and
seconded the efforts of the
leaders of Muslim Punjab at an
earlier stage, that province
might well have been. spared
much of the suffering and des-
truction that have lately be-
fallen it. It may be recalled
that although Master Tara
Singh was invited again and
again to join in peace talks, he
declined to participate. On
one occasion he significantly
observed that the time for “tali-
ing peace was not yet”. Cther
Sikh leaders openly preached
violence and even spoke of a
“continuing guerilla warfare”.
We are glad to note that at last
Sardar Swaran Singh has asso-
ciated himself with this latest
appeal for peace. It is not clear,
however, whether Master Tara
Singh and the other advocates
of violence  who undoubtedly
have greater weight with their
community have also agreed to
“the cessation of hostilites”. Un-
til they do so and make unquali-
fied public statements to that
offect the joint peace anpeal of
Punjab’s leaders cannot be cx-
pected fully to succeed.

The ‘demand has been made
in certain quarters that Lahore
and even the whole of the Pun-
jab should be placed under mar-
tial law. This is a prepositien
which cannot be countenanced
for a moment by either the pro-
vincial Government or by the
Viceroy. There is little -doubt
that - Governor Jenkins has
proved a miserable failure at a
time of crisis. His strong likes
and ' dislikes and his anti-Mus-
lim partisan fervour have made
h}s thoroughly unsuited to con-
tinue as Governor of the Punjab.
The remedy lies !n-ma}dngiim
quit without any further delay
and without regard to any con-
sideration of hiz personal pres-
tige, which in any case i3 so low
as to be non-existent. The
replacement of Sir Evan Jen-
king by a strong and impartial
Governor will produce imme-
diate effect on the present tem-
porising and apparently = dis-
organized civil administration.
Martial law, on the other hand,
will mean the strengthening of
communal and partisan bias in
the administration in its' worst
forms. As Defence Member,
Sardar- Baldev Singh will im-
mediately come Into the picture,
and Lord Mountbatten should

know perfectly well what that
will mean. We can tell. him in
the clearest possible terms that
any such development in the
Puniab will drive large sections.
nt Puniah’s peonle t~ degnera-
tiorr and the result will be more
violence, not less. It is common
knowledze how this particular

Defence Member has been mak-
ing postings and apbointments
and interfering with the deploy-
ment of troops in disturbed
areas in the most reprehensible
communal fashion. Martial law
will mean in practice the hand-
ing over of the Muslims of the
Punjab to Sikh and Hindu
troops— a contingency that
must and will be resisted. Lord
Mountbatten need not be told
that by such means as these he
will not establish™peace in the
Punjab but plunge it into
greater chaos.

THURSDAY, JULY 3, 1947,

Chnitdeas— ae )
HE decision to appoint a
1 non-Indian with high judi-
cial experience as Joint Chair-
pzn of the Bengal and Punjab
Doundary . Comnissions is a
happy one. The personnel of
the two Commissions has been
chosen with care and consists of
equa; proportions of Muslim and
noa-Musbm Judges; it is hoped
that the Chawrman whose name
js  still to be ‘announced, will
prove equally acceptable to both
sides. 'L'here has -been some
speculaticn as to the length of
time which the Boundary Com-
missions may take in discharg-
ing their task and we have heard
the view expressed that they
may not be able to conclude

BOUNDARY PROBLEMS—I

their labours until some months
after the two Dominions have
come into keing on the present
notional territorial basis as re-
gards the Punjab and Bengal
‘The communique announcing
the appointment of the Com-
nisdions and their brief terms
of reference does not merntion
any time limit by which they
are to submit their reports, but’
the intention-is understood to be
that the final territorial shapes
ol Pakistan and Hindustan
should emerge well before
August 15. We would like some
authoritative information on the
subject.

As expected, Hindu.~ propa-
ganda guns have already turned



on the Boundary Commissions
and they are being asked to per-
form something which they are
not ‘entitled to do. -It is being
suggested -that the Boundary
Commissions should overstep
the limits of their functions,
which are mainly technical, and
take cognizance of larger, poli-
ticat and 'constitutional princi-
ples which have. been already
stttled bv the June 3 Plan and
a revisior: of which is not within
their competence. The provi-
sion, both in the Plan and in.the
terins of reference to the Boun-
dary Commissions, that they
shiall take into account “other
factors” is Leing deliberately
misinterpreted. The scope of
trese “other factors” is being so
widened as to imply that the
Boundary ~ Commissions will
have authcrity to revise the fun-
damental basis on which India
has been divided into Hindustan
arnd Pakistan. 1t would be in-
teresting to quote in this con-
nexion typical comments in the
Ccnyress press. One newspaper
said on Wednesday:

“The Statement of June 3, it
has been recognized -on all
hands, falled to do justice to
the Sikhs and it is therefore
widely hoped that the Punjabd
Boundary Commission will be
able to rectity some of the in-
Justices which the Sikhs have
had Gnavoidably .to suffer as
a result of the partitlon the
country and consequent parti-
tion of the Punjab. And the only
manner in which the Punjab
Boundary Commission can
make amends is by maintain-
ing, as far as possible, the inte
griby of the Sikhs who find
their community cut into two
&3 a result ‘of the division
announced on June 3.”

Another Congress newspaper,
writing on the same day first ex-

resses doubt whether  the

cundary Commissions can,.in
fact, consider issues of this kind,
and admits that “these are policy
decisions which could best  be
ruade at 3 high political lavel”.
But, it finally brushes these
doubts aside and: proceeds to
declare:

“As politiclans are not able to
agree, there is no alier-
native but to submii them te
a judicial decision., As the
Boundary <Commissions are
directed to cdemarsats the.
boundaries, they will havs to

gecide all such issues without
any reference to higher author-
ity.”

Accustomed to specious plead-
ing as Hindu propagandists are,
they appear to be excelling even
themselves in finding justifica-
tion for what it suits their poli-
tical ends to advocate, namely, -
that the agreement arrived - at
between the major political par-
ties regarding the territorial
jurisdictions of Pakistan and
Hindustan respectively, should
be rendered null and void
through the back door of the

.Boundary Commissions, so that
Pskistan may be deprived of gutomatically, will be to.

ceriain areas which have been
already irrevocably assigned to
it, Thir ig perverse advocacy
gone- berserk.

The cardinal principle for the
division of India, as laid. down
in the Juxe 3 Plan is that “con-
$izucus Muslim and - non-Mus-
lin: majcrity areas” ghall belong
respectively to Pakistan ::-and
Hindustan, It is exactly in ac-
cordance with this principle that
the - Punjab and Bengal . have
‘been noticnally divided on the
basis of districts, because that
was the only basis found practi-
cally and administratively pos-
sible of immediate adoptibn. It
wss agreed to by all concerned
and made perfectly clear by Lord
Mountbatten at his Press Con-
ference of June 4, that this dis-
trict-wise partition, although it
served the immediate purpose of
getting the Plan under way with
the least possible delay, did not
fulfil the fundamental require-
ment that the division shall be
so effected as to include all Mus-
lim majority areas in.Pakistan
and all Hindu majority areas in
Hindustan. Some of the dis-
tricts notionally separated from
Pakistan have within them Mus-
lim majority areas which are
contiguous to Muslim majority
districts . already included in
Pakistan, and some of the dis-
tricts separated from Hindustan
have within them non-Muslim
majority areas. contiguous to
districts included in Hindustan.

- The first and foremost task of
the Boundary Commissions will
therefore be to examine this
problem in geographical and
census detajls and-fo bring all
contiguous Muslim areas into
Pekistan, calculating areas on

5
the basis of Tehsils, thanas or
even villages; and to bring into
Hindustan all contiguous . non-
Muslim areas calculated on the
same basis. Their. watchwords
will, be, as expressly provided
for in the official directive, “Mus-
lim majority ‘or non-Muslim
majority” and “ceniiguity”. Botn
these principles are of equal im-

-portance. It is not open to the

Boundary Commissions to dis-
regard either. If they find that
certain areas in the districts of
notional Eastern Punjab which

-are” contiguous to Western Pun- |

jab have Muslim majority, their.
first task, to be performed almost

trans-~:
far such areas to Western-Pun-
jab; and vice -verss. The same
applies’ to “similar contiguous
Muslim, and ' non-Muslim “areas
‘of Western and Eastern Bengal.
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BOUNDARY PROBLEMS-II

THE Boundary Commissions
cannot take into account
any political factor such as the
desire of the Sikhs to bring
more of their number or their
property into Eastern Punjab.
Such a process will mean that
Muslim majority -areas which
are contiguous to the rest of
Pakistan will be severed from
Pakistan , and brought into
Hindustan—a course of action
repugnant to the June 3 Plan.
These questions had already
been considered by .the British
Government, the Viceroy and
the leaders of the Congress and
the Muslim League, and after
full examination of all the pros
and cons they came to the
conclusion that the most prac-
tical and acceptable solution
was tofsproceed to the division
of India as set forth in the
Plan. If thes Muslims and
Hindus suffered any dis-
advantages, or if the Sikhs got
thereby. divided into two, each
community and " party had to
take the good with the bad and
reconcile itself to its lot. -Thé
Boundary Commissions- cannot
re-open this- question -and
thereby sit in judgment on the
June 3 Plan and revise  its
political implications and con-
sequences.

It can be asked what, then,
are the “other factors” which
the Boundary Commissions
have been directed to take into
account? Thosé who are ton-
versant with the problems of
boundary delimitation between
sovereign States should  have
no ‘difficulty in understanding
what these  factors are.
National frontiers, or to be
exact, national boundary lines,
have to be drawn with full re-
gard for international relations
and questions of administrative
feasibility on either side of the
boundaries. For instance, prac-
tical considerations of crime
control, customs control and
defence have also to be taken
into account. Therefore, aiter

having first separated all
Muslim and non-Muslim conti-
guous areas, down t5 the
smallest unit of a village, the
Boundary Commissions * will
have to examine what the re-
sulting boundary lines look
like, what administrative diffi-
culties each State is likely to
face, what international com-
plications may possibly arise if
thin- strips of the territory of
one project far into the terri-
tory of another, what difficul-

.ties each State may experience

with reg4®d to policing and de-
fence, and so on.

_ It is obvious that the boun-
dary lines first drawn will be
too uneven and-rugged, and it
is at that stage that the bound-.
ary makers will have to take
into- consideration the ‘“other
factors” - which we have indi-
cated above. Having done so,
they will. in all probability
straighten out the rugged, zig-
zag boundary lines - ag far as
possible, and here and there

-they may allow these lines. to
.advance or recede a few miles
in order that a particular sector

should have the .. advantage of
what is generally known as a
natural frontier. This process
will, quite evidently, mean cut-
ting out corners and flattening
out pockets, ‘and thus eventu-
ally . allotting, to = Hindustan
small ‘areas with Muslim majo-

rities, and similarly allotting to

Pakistan small Hindu majority
areas. This will have to ke on
the basis. of compensatory ad-
justments. What Pakistan gets
at one place, it will have to give
up at another place, and vice
versa. A fair balance will of
course be maintained bestween
what-is gained and what is lost
by either State. These adjust-
ments are of a technical, not
political nature, and these are
among the legitimate “other
factors” which the Roundary
Commissions will take into ac-
count.

Another important ‘“other
factor” which the Bengal
Boundary© Commission  wilt

have to consider is the fact that
whereas the: Commission has
been directed to “demarcate the
boundaries of the two parts of
Bengal  on the |basis of
ascertaining contiguous majori-
ty areas of Muslims and non-
Muslims”, the notional division
has split Bengal into THREE
parts., The districts of Jalpai-
guri and . Darjeeling, quite
clearly, form at present a part
by themselves, which is not
contiguous to ifindu Bengal but
is contiguous.to Muslim Bengal.
Inasmuch as; the Boundary
Commission is- not - authorised,
either under the June 3 Plan or
tu(:mer the directive issued 1:; it,

assign any: -of Bengal to
Assamgohlzm will hagve to
consider to which of the two
recognized parts.of Bengal
these districts are to be finally
allotted. Here the principle of
centiguity will automatically
come into play, and in addition,
the Boundary Commission will
take into -account the other
factor that there is no means of
contact between these two dis-
tricts and the rest of Hindu
Bengal.

The scope of the Bengal Boun-
dary Commission’s” jurisdiction
as regards Assam has been strict-
1v defined. . If the Sylhet re-
ferendum is in favour of that
district joining Eastern Bengal,
then the  Commission will
examine which.other contigu-
ous parts of -Assamh are Muslim
majority ~areas ' having conti-
guity with =~ Eastern = Bengal
These areas will be automati-
calty~allotted ta.Eastern Pakis-
tan. - There ' is wo provision
whatever for any part of Ben-
gal being allotted to Assam or
to any other . contiguous. pro-
vince. | . e .

Finally, :the ’principle: ' of
viability, the economic needs of
each State and other practical
(not. political) - considerations
will also be taken into account-
by-the Boundary = Commissions
before taking their decisions.
In this connexion, there is little
doubt - that . the question of
Calcutta will loom large before
the Boundary .~ Commission for
Bengal.. - The . learned Judges
who bave been entrusted with.
this great - task involving the
rights and i well-being ‘of two
sovereigh 7 States . .should be
given a fair chance to-accom-
plish it in peace. ‘The sniping
that the Hindu press has started
ia least helpul to them.
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«DIVIDE AND QUIT”

THE Indian Independence

Bill presented in the
House of Commons on Friday is
a momentous and unique pieceé
of legislation, and.ishe process
of its passage through the Bri-
tish Parliament wid constitute
a glorious chapter in‘ils hoary
history. The actual text of the
Bill follows the expectec-patiern
and gives legal shapw=aiit vali-
dity to a procedure which ‘had
been agreed to by the British
Government and the leaders of
the Indian peoples. It contains
no surprises because the man-
ner in which the problem of
transter of power has been
handled during the latest phase
of the British-Congress-Muslim
League negotiations inaugurat-
ed by the successor of Lord
Wavell has been such as to rule
out any surprise decisions by
HM.G.

For the first time, legal sanc-
tion is accorded 1o -the names
“Pakistazy’ and ‘“India” by
which the two countries into
which this sub-continent is di-
vided, are to be respectively
known. When the drafters of
the Bill came to write the word
“India” into so many clauses of
it, as the name of only one part
of the territory which the
British had so christened, they
must have smiled to themselves
at this pathetic passion of ultra-
nationalists for this British-
coined word. This discrepancy
between Swadesi -profession
and un-Swadesi practice must
xave surprised them not a little.
riowever, tis 1s a matter of
little importance because the
whole world has already re-
sounded. with the news that
India will no longer be the
same India after August 15,
1947, whatever some people
way call tne weriiway wnich

BILL

chey have inherited. )

The provision in the bill
that the same person may
act as Governor-General for
both the Dominions, unless
the Legislature of either Domi-
nion decides to the contrary, is
obviously intended to tide over
the initial period when there
will have to be continuing ad-
justments between the affairs of
the twg countries. - There is a
strong gesire on the part of
many future citizens of Pakistan
that their Dominion - should
have  a separate Governor-
General of its own as long as it
continues to be a member of the
British Commonwealth.  This
is natural, because a common
Governor-General implies com-
mon links which| do not exist,
and are not at any rate consist-
ent with the sovereignty of
either State. We trust that the
leaders of Pakistan will not
agree to the continuance of this
temporary makeshift beyond
the period of absolute practical
necessity. It is not clear how
the Government of Pakistan is
to maintain close administrative
contact with a common Gover-
nor-General whose seat will
obviously continue to be in
Delhi. -

On the eve of the indepen-
dence of the peoples of India,
on which this last enactment
of the British Parliament sets
its final seal, Great Britain is
‘entitled to the highest praise
from all the freedom-loving
peoples of the world. The his-
tory of British rule in India has
had its deep shadows as well as
its -pleasant high-lights; it has
doubtless inflicted much misery
on millions and impoverished a
sub-continent that once was
great and prosperous. On the
other hand, the British brought
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To the indian peoples much that

was uplifting and enlishtening.
On the whole, the balance has
been to Britain’s imperialist dis-
credit. All that can be forgot-
ten now. By voluntarily liquid-
ating her power the Britain of
today amply atones for the fail-
ings of the Britain of yesterday.-
If all goes well, both Pakistan
and Hindustan (alias India)
should be able to enter on a
new chapter of friendly rela-
tion, as equals, with thelr
erstwhile rulers. Incidentally,
th= British have at last found
their own and the Indian
peoples’ salvation in the Qaed-
e-Azamy ~ayice 10 “divide and
quit”, and not in the strange
Gandhian fiat: “Leave India to
anarchy!”
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PUNJAB'S BOUNDARIES

HE Boundary Commissjon

" has announced the proce-
dure for the submission of
memoranda to it by such orga-
nizations as may wish to do so.
July 18 has been ﬁxed as the
jatest date for receiving such
memoranda, but it has not yet
been announced when the orga-
nizations concerned will. be
heard by the Commission either
in person or through Counsel.
This will presumably be very
shortly afterwards because the
Commission is required to sub-
mit its report well in time for
the final boundaries of the pro-
vince to be settled before
August 15. We have little
doubt that memoranda submit-
ted by the Sikhs will ?egale
Sir Cyril Radcliffe and his col-
leagues with most extravagant
claims. The spokesmen of the
Sikhs have been demanding all
territory up to the river Che-
nab. Unlike.them the Muslims
have continued to speak as
realists who are not oblivious
of the fact that the terms of
the Statement of June 3 have
narrowed down the boundary
issues, and it is now only a
question of adjusting thg exist-
ing notional boundaries in such
a way as to secure a faix"er
applicatfon of the basic prin-
ciple of India’s division, name-

ly, that contiguous Muslim and-

non-Muslim areas should form
part of Pakistan and Hindustan
respectively. It is not unlikely,
however, that the sobriety and
level-headedness which mark
Muslim . claims and the Muslim
attitude may be mistaken for
willingness to concede at least
partially the fantastic claims of
the Sikhs,  We consider it our
duty, therefore, to'-leave the
Boundary . Commission in no

doubt on this issue and we
would request them to bear in
mind the dangerous repercus-
sions that will inevitably follow
it they lend their ears to Pan-
thic fairy tales.

Malik Feroz Khan Noon has
safd in a recent statement that
the river Sutlej should be the
final boundary between the two
Punjabs. This claim is so
modest that we have already
heard criticisms of it from Mus-
lims who feel that Mr. Noon
seems prepared to concede to
Eastern Punjab more than its
due. There are Bait areas on

both sides of the Sutlej which-

extend risgt up to Lud

where Muslims are in conti-
guous majority and, therefore,
they cannot agree to give them
up. Similarly, there are several
Tehsils of the Ferozpore and
Hissar districts which cannot
be separated from Muslim Pun-
jab. As far as Kangra is con-
cerned it contains the vital
river heads and the sources of
hydro-electric power and can-
not, therefore, be awarded .to
Eastern Punjab without grave
economic detriment to Western
Punjab. We mention :these
facts only to indicate some of
the problems which the Boun-
dary Commission will have to
face and in view of which they
are expected to so determine
the boundary of Western Pun-
jab as to cause minimum dis-
loctMion to its economic life.
We cannot see how the district
of Amritsar can be awarded to

‘Eastern Punjab merely because

it contains a sacred shrine of
the Sikhs. With the exception
of the Tarn Taran Tehsil - the
district has a Muslim majority
and the area containing the
Sikh temple forms only a small

island. It would be grossly un-
fair to award it to the Sikhs
and hack a “corridor” through
Muslim areas in order to make

it contiguous . to non-Muslim

areas. The Sikhs must be told
that just as Ajmer, for instance,
has been awarded to Hindustan
although it contains a very
sacred Muslim shrine, so must
Amritsar be awarded to Pakis-
tan. If the right of Muslims
from all parts of the sub-conti-
nent to 'visit the shrine at
Ajmer is freely conceded, so
will be the right of Sikhs to
visit and worship in their
Golden Temple. There cannot.
be one principle for Muslimn
shrines 'and another principle
for Sikh shrines.

We have reasons to believe
that Sir Evan Jenkins, -that
notorious Englishman who still
shamelessly clings to the Gov-
ernorship of the Punjab al-
though he has.been told to quit
is attempting to use his influ-
ence to persuade higher Autho-
rity and the Boundary Com-
mission to recognize the impos-
sible territorial demands of the
Sikhs. There may be reasons
for this reported Jenkinsian in-
dulgence in underhand. deal-
ings, but we expect Lord
Mountbatten to be- above all
these. As for the eminent Bri-
tish jurist = and the Indian
Judges who constitute the
Boundary Commission person-
nel, we have every hope that
they will play fair..
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WORDS TO MR. GANDHI

On Saturday evening in his
usual prayer meeting speech
Mr. Gandnt made a grave alle-
gation against the Muslim
League and personally against

the.Qaed-e-Azam. He said that.

“in the first instance, both In-
dia and Pakistan-had agreed to
have Lord Mountbatten as their

common Governor-General but

at the last moment Mr, Jinnah
had changed *'hiss: mind = and
nominated himself”.” He then
proceeded: 10 ~declare that the
Congress leaders “could -have
then done likewise but they did
not like to ‘go back- on. -their
plighted ~word"”.” This amount-
ed to saying that Congress had
& greater sense of honour than
'the League. These statements
of Mr. Gandhi were taken as
true by certain sections of the
Press including a British-edited
newspaper which published Mr.
Gandhi’s allegation under the
caption: “Jinnah Has Broken
His Word".

Within 18 hours of Mr. Gan-
dhi's speech and within less
than 6 of its publication in the
morning Press, the Qaed-e-
Azam had occasion to-address a
Press: Conference. He described
Mr. Gandhi’s allegation—al-
though he spared Mr. Gandhi the
mention of his name in thjs un-
savoury context—as utterly
false. - Ha declared - that the
League had never agreed to a

common Governor-General and,
therefore, there was no question
of change of mind or going back
on any plighted word. Since
this categorical denial by .the
Qaed-e-Azam - Mr. Gandhi has
spoken on -.two . consecutive
evenings from his Bhangi Colony
forum. He has taken note of

certain other statements of the
Qaed-e-Azam ~ but maintained
.absolute silence on this - point.
We have so -long- deliberately
withheld comment on this un-
pleasant episode because - we
thought that Mr. Gandhi would
gracefully, apologise for making
the unwarranted observations
he had and the mattex would
end. Mr. Gandhi owed that
apology as much to Qaed-e-Azam
as to himself, because he claims
to be an experimenter with
truth but on this occasion had
wandered into the shifty quick-
sands of untruth. But Mr. Gan-
dhi has ignored the Qaed-e-
Azam’s cenial and Has made no
amends as yet. We suggest to
him that this is unworthy of
him, or for that matter, of any-
one who values . the common
decencies of public behaviour.
- It is surprising that Mr. Gan-
dhi should have cited newspaper
reports as his authority for mak-
fng the baseless allegations he
had tmade. He is known to
have been in close touch * with
Pandit Nehru, Mr. Patel, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad and other
Congress members of the In-
terim Government who must
have kept him well informed
of what had teen going on.
Besides, Mr. Gandhi had inter-
views with the Viceroy also and
it is inconceivable that he could
have been ignorant of the atti-
tude of the two parties on the
question of Governor-General
We put it to Mr. Gandhi that he
knew the fruth, which was that
the Muslim League had never
agreed to a common Governor-
General, but that he found the
reports published in a section of
the Press a convenient excuse
for League-baiting.
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A GREAT BEGINNING

AUGUST 10 is a-red letter day in
the history- of -the Muslim na-

tion of this vast sub-continent when
the soverelgn :constitution-making
body of a new member of the so-
clety of nationa—tha Pakistan Con-
stituent Assembly—bem its mo-
mentous session..Seven years and
five months beforé this date when
the ‘leaders of - Muslim * Indla had
demanded the creation of a separate
Muslim State in: the historic Lahore

resolution of 1940, few indeed would -

_have- belleved that. within such . a
snrprlslnzly short - period. theyL
would be called upon
lay down the - fundamental laws
of the
with the fulfilment
nation’s aspirations, the opportuni-
"ty has now presented itself to Pak--
istan’s leaders - to.; provide _the
erid’s fifth ‘largest State with -=a
constitution guaranteeing equality
and soclal justice to all its citizens
and promoting the greatest good of
the greatest number. . In a
modern State which claims as
the basis of it3 authority the willing
consent and loyalty of the populace,
the responsibility of thoze who lay
down the basic philosophical and
' Jegal principles and : constitutional
structure governing the body poH-
tie Is immeasurably great,

That Pakistan's constitution-mak-.
ers who have among them the well-
known authorities and experts.on
constitutional and legal problems—
men who not ~ only combine  a
thorough theorstical knowledge of
the subject with a sanse of practi-
cal ideallsm but who are also well-
informed about the conditions of the
country and of the people—will’
succeed in framing, in the words of
Mr. J. N. Mandal, wko was temvo-
rary chairman, “one of tha best
constitutions that any world State
has produced”, can hardly ba doubt-
ed. All constitutions  necessarily

to -

land . of..their.-: dream::
i of  the.

provide mechanlsm for amendments
at a later sfage since no set of cons-
titutlon-makers can claim to forise
‘all the situations and . exigeancies
that might warrant a change in fu-
ture, but in a liberal and democratic
soclety. the tendency is towards gra-
dual evolution to a better - type
which esgentially retains its fun-
damental features given to it at the

outset. We are confident that Pak-

istan’s constitution-maers, under
the able guidance of Qaed-e-Azam
Jinnah, would succeed in framing
an ideal constitution which though
‘subject to minor changes and modi-
fications .- whenever necessitated
would: in essence retain its - first
impress in principle as ‘wall as in
detail.

It appears to us rather premature
to-enter into a”dlscussion of = the
principles that will underlie Pakis-
tan's constitutional ; structure - or
the pattern or model which it will
tollow since what i3 required at this
‘stage is a clarification of the. basic
political {ssues involved rather than
a flight Into the domaln ‘of details
that will come up in course of time.

 Qaed-e-Azam Jinnah, who was the

unanimous choice ‘of all sections of
the Assembly for Presidentship and
who. consented to” guide its delibe-
rations, very -aptly. . defined’ the
broad principles and objectives that
the State and Government of Pakls-
tan must embody-and follow. That
the architect of Pakistan will com-
bine the two most responsible posi-
tions of the head of the State and
President of the Constituent Assem-
bly, which will also function as the
federal legislature of Pakistan, will
ensure that his guldance will always
be available in the task of imple-
menting these objectives.
Qaed-e-Azam Jinnah's presiden-
tial address was the most luclid ex-
position of the broad policy of Pak-
istan State towards its people which

ensures complete equality of all ci-
tizens tefore law and maintenance
of law and order, “so that life and
property and religious belief are
fully protec&ed_ by the State at all
costs”. Qaed-e-Azam Jinnah gave a
message of cheer and hope to the
common man when he declared: “If
we want to make this great State
of Pakistan happy and prosperous,
then we should wholly and solely
concentrate on the well-being of
the people and especlally of the
masses and the poor.” No less cate-
gorical was his assurance to the
minorities of meting out full justice

" to them when he addressed himseif

to them saying: “If you work in a
spirit of co-operation, forgetting
the past and burying the hatchet, I
will say that every one of you, no
matter to what community you be-
long, no matter what your colour,
caste or creed, is first, second and
1ast a citizen of this Stats with
equal rights, privileges and obliza-
tionse.coveeenans Wa are starting the
State with no discrimination,  no
_distinction between one community
and another, between caste or ¢z

Wae are starting with this funda
tal principle, that we are all-€itizens
‘and equal citizens of one State”.-
There can be no doubt that after
these assurances of justice and fair-
play from the head of the State of
Pakistan, the minorities will feel
secure in.the belief that their in-
terests, in the various walks of lfe
will be fully protected.
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PAKISTAN AND U. N. O.

CCORDING to the tentative de-

cision reached by the Legal De-
partment of U.N.O.,, the Dominion
of Hindustan will be the legal and
constitutional successor : to Brijtish
India, thus automatically achieving
U.N.O. membership. The  decision
would appear to be more in the na-
ture of a finding since it will not
be more authoritative than a re-
commendation and the right to raise
dejection to this course being adop-
ted would accrue to Pakistan - or
any other member of UN.O. The
legal ruling of the U.N.O. experts
involve) more than a mere ques-
tion of procedure because it implies
that whereas the Dominion of Hin-
dustan would be regarded as the
legal and political entity in place of
British India, the status of Pakistan
will be considered as that of a mere
separatist State, breaking away
from the Indian Dominlon. This ver-
dict of U.N.O. legal experts would
seem tb be on a par with the notion
sought to be popularised by the
Congress that the territories over
which Pakistan would exercise jur-
isdiction are just ‘seceding areas”
and no more. It seems abundantly
clear that the advantage the Cong-
ress got by monopolising the Exter-
nal Affairs Department in the Inte-
rim Government, by sending Cong-
ress envoys to UNO and by the ex-
change of diplomatic represeritatives
with other countries, was carefully
utilised to disseminate the illusion
that Hindustan was to occupy the
pride of place as’ the person of in-
ternational law formerly occupied
by British India.® If, therefore,
U.N.O. legal experts fell a victim to
this ingenious casuistry of the legal
Pandits of the Congress, it should
not surprise.anybody.

In U.N.O.’s short life that organi-
sation never formerly had any oc-
casion to pass judgment on a prob-
lem similar to the one that has
now arisen with regard to represen-
tation and membership of ‘Hindus-
tan and Pakistan. A search for a

precedent in the chequered history
of the development of public inter-
national law through its various
stages, also, would 'be in vain. The
British decision on the partition of
India and on the transference of po-
wer to two new legal and political
entities would scarcely seem to have
a parallel. Under the provisions of
the Indian Independence Act—Yhe
constitutional and legal instrument
sanctioning partition of the sub-

.continent .and transfer of power—

two equal independent Dominions
known as “India” and Pakistan will
come into existence on August 15,
1947, both having full power . to
make laws both for. internal .and
extra-territorial - ‘operatioh - vested
in their respective sovereign legisla-
tures. But for the name _“India”
given to the new. Dominion of Hin-
dustan which will only  succeed
British India in respect of the ter-
ritories over which it will exercise
jurisdlctloi\, there s nothing either
in the Act or any previous declara-
tions of the British Government to
suggest that Hindustan will be the
successor authority, ejther political-
ly or legally ta the former British
India.

The mere fact that the Dominion
of Hindustan will have more terri-
tory to govern and Pakistan less,

does not ipso facto prove that the
former should be initiated into the
society of States and into U.N.O.
as successor to British India which
‘the latter as seceding State. The
two Dominions now being inau-
gurated are politically and legally
equal to each other and are in every
sense co-successors to the British
authority in this sub-continent. Had
India been a sovereign State recog-
nised as a person of inter'_national_
law before partition, there could
have been some justification for the
larger area, namely Hindustan, “to
claim that the smaller territory was
seceding from the recognised State.
Legally speaking the present posi-
tion is that the British Government
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which enjoyed sovereignty over
British India has transferred power
to two successor authorities and the
presumption in favour of one being
more blessed than the other does
not arise.

The legal experts of UN.O. who
made this recommendation had two
other courses open to them. They
did well in rejecting the suggestion
that both Hindustan and Pakistan
should be regarded as new States
and be obliged to apply.for mem-
bership of U.N.O. The second sug-
geshon which was favoured by the
British delegation was a judicious
adjustment of both claims which
also conformed to the legal position.
That both Pakistan and Hindustan
should be granted autorhatic mem-
bership of U.N.O. as joint succes-
sors to British India is the one pro-
posal which is fair and at the same

tim not militate against Hin-
dystan’s prestige in the family of
nasjons.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 1947.

QAED-E-AZAM

The Pakistan Constituent Assem-
bly honoured itself on Tuesday by
adopting the resolution moved by
Mr. Llaquat All Khan to the effect
that from August 15 in all official
acts, documents, letters and corres-
pondence Mr. M. A, Jinnah, Gover-
nor-General of Pakistan be addres-
sed as Qaed-e-Azam Mohammad
All Jinnah. It would have been
graceful on the part of the Opposi-
tion not to import the bitterness,
they did, in the debate that follow-
ed on a non-controversial resolution
like that. The ground on which they
opposed it, namely, the conferment
of titles was contrary to soclalistic
practices, shows that they were led
by passion rather than by conviction.
They betrayed a thorough lack of
appreciation of the sentiment un-
derlying the resolution. In the first
place, the appellation Qaed-e-Azam
is more a term of endearment than
a title. Secondly, the greatest lead-
er of the Muslim nation of India has
beep universally known as Qaed-e-
Azam for nearly ten years—in fact
long before the establishment of
Pakistan and his appointment as
its Governor-General, and 1astly,
the title—if indeed it is one—means-
much to the grateful nation. It con-
jures up beafore its teeming millions
the picture of a man who has l’auilt
a powerful nation out of them and
won them the most precious herit-
age of man, freedom.

In all times and in all climes po-
pular heroes have been honoured,
Hindustan not excluded. Mr. J. N.
Mandal twitted the Opposition by
citing the case of Mr. DMohandas
Karamchand Gandhi in this context.
If Mr. Gandhi could be called Ma-
hatma Gandhi, why should excep-
tion be made in the case of Mr.

Jinnah? That was enough to expose
the utter illogicality of the Opposi-
tion’s viewpoint. They made too
much noise about what they call-
ed “principle”, but why do . they
deviate from that virtue in not op-
posing the use of the appellation of
Mahatma before Mr. Gandhi’s name?

We hope and  trust, the Opposi-
tion members realized the fatuity
and unreasonableness of thelr attl:
tude after Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan's
cogent reply when he said that
whether the House passed the reso-
lution or not Mr. Jinnah was known
throughout the world as Qaed-e-
Azam. Even by throwing out_ -the
resolution, he added, they could not
take away the endearing title from
his name. Honouring a national he-
ro in even a Socialist State is not
taboo.” That Muslims are loth to
honours conferred by a foreign po-
wer was‘amply demonstrated in
Bombay more than a year ago when
handreds threw away some of the
highest British honours as worth-
less glass splinters. Consistent to
that policy it hus heen decided that
the Governor-General of Pakistan
is not to be addressed as His Excel-
lency—a term which is of alien
origin—but as Qaed-e-Azam, mean-
ing the great. leader, a title confer-
red upon Mr. Jinnah by a hundred
million Musalmans of the vast sub-
continent.



MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 1947.

PAINFUL REALITIES

'l‘ HE great day has come ana gone,

State ceremonials and public fes-
tivities are over. The week that ends
today has been one of history's most
crowded and the mind of the common
man may well have tended to become
confused under the impact of rushing
cvents.  We think it is time however
aven though Freedom is no more than
48 1ours cold, that all should recall
themseives  to  practical problems.
Some of these problems are grave and
the next few days may make them
graver.

The flags of sovereignty fly in the
capitals of the two new Dominions
but this historic transformation has
not produced any magic effect on the
minds of men :nd altered the com-
munal sf*tunilon as many had per-
haps fondly hoped. Where is peace?
\Where s the security of life and pro-
perty o the minority—that great
mincric of nesrly 50 millions who
are stiit known as the Muslims of
India® Disorder is rampatit in Bha-
ratpur and Alwar, the long prepara-
tions and undergrounhd activities of
certain leaders with the covert aid
of some of the bordering Indian
tates have produced fresh massa-
cres in Eastern Punjab. The much-
boosted joint Occupation Force under
the command of a British General
has proved amazingly ineffective.

Further east, in Kharagpur and
Calcutta in Western Bengal, on Mr.
Gandhi's own confession, “the Hin-
dus have gone mad,” finding encou-
rogement and opportunity in the
rresence of a Government which has
nlaced in a wholesale fashion and

avowedly communal grounds all

‘ice officers and the ‘armed police

~e belonging to one community by‘

sther,

‘ddressing the Pakistan Constitu-

t Assembly last Thursday Lord

“intbatten, who was then still the

“-croy, thought it necessary to re-

‘nd the representaiives of Paki-

*~n of the joint statement which had
“een issued at the end of July by
ks respective future Governments of
the two Dominions and in which they
had pniedged themselves to protect all
citizens alike, irrespective of religion,
caste or sex. The facts we have
statcd above, which are doubtless
better known to Lord Mountbatten
than to anyone else, are an unanswer-
able indictment of the Government
of which he is the head today. It
is als5 an indictment of him person-
ally ber~use until the midnight of
August 1i~15 he had the responsi-
bility as well as the power to en-
sure throughout the sub-continent the
safety of human life and the punish-
ment of those who were freely taking
it. Even now he is in a position to
use his authority and his influence in
this geod and urgent cause within
the territorial 1limits of the Indian
Union. But what did he do; what is
pe doing? Events that have happened
and are still happening in Hindustan
provide an accusing answer.

It is indecd amazing that Lord
Mountbatien, while he was so eloqu-
ent on tac desirability of Pakistan
honouring the words of the Joint
Statement, though in the territory of
Pakistan it was being already hon-
oured, did not consider it neces-
sary even indirectly to tender this
wholesome advice to the Government
of Hindustan in course of his address
to the other Constituent Assembly.
We can tell Lord Moun‘batten who
has become “one” with the people
of Hindustan that if things which are
happening in Eastern Punjab, some
of the Indian States, Western Bengal
and -other paris of the Indian Union
were to begin happening anywhere in
Pakistan his opposite number, the
Qaed-e-Azam would not have sat
complacently watching as the British
‘Governor-General of an independent
Hindustan appears to be doing.

Some may be dispased to take the
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wviews that the painful topic which
forms the subject of this article had
betier been left undiscussed on the
_morrow of freedom. Ii so, we would
say to them that they are the true
@wellers in the. proverbial fool's para-
dise. Can freedom be real, or can it
bring joy if men, women and child-
ren continue to pay so heavy a price
for it? Is it not true that one. of
the reasons which led the Muslims
of the minority provinces to throw
themselves. whole-heartedly, almost
recklessly, in the vanguard of the
battle for Pakistan was the hope and
assurance that when such a State was
established it would be able to pro-
tect them also against injustice and
tyranny? Now that Pakisgn has
come into that promise, must De hon-
oured and hope fulfilled.

We are happy to no.e that in his
broadcast from Radio Pakistan the
Qaed-e-Azam spoke so feelingly ot
those ‘“valiant fighters in our cause
who readily sacrificed all they had
including their lives to make Paki-
stan possible,” and that in his mes-
sage after assumption of office Pritne
Minister Liaquat Ali Khan gave the
assurance that if in spite of their
having pledged full loyalty to Hindu-
stan the Muslim minority continued
16 be the vietims of communal ag-
gression, “we would not remain idle
spectators.” If the situation does not
improve in the near future we shal.
expect the effective implemen.ation
of these words, whatever the cost.

The only happy sign that is visible
is the action which Mr. Gandhi has
recently taken in Calcutta in orderx
to end the madness of his commu-

nity. He has faced angry mobs oi
Hindus who even went to
the length of stoning hi.
residence and shouting insulting

slogans against a man they were suao-
posed to revere, and he has taken
up his residence in one of the irosi
disturbed localities of Calcutta. It ic

to be hoped that he \PTR
abandon  his intention to pro-
ceed to peaceful Noakhali ane

will take a vow not to leave Cai-
cutta until lawlessness and violence
have completely disappeared. 'The
results of Mr. Gandhi’'s efforts will be
anxiously watched by the patriots :n
both the Dominions, because unless
violence ceases God help both Paki-
stan and Hindustan.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 1247,

HYDERABAD AND KASHMIR

ROM August 13, the Nizam of
Hyderabed has become an inde-
pendent sovereign of an independent
territory and - assumed the liltle o
“}Mis Majesty.” Neither he nor hi
Government Is having an easy tim
since then because the State Congress
under the direct instigatien of Indixn
leaders who occupy positions of higi
responsibility, is evidently bent o
fomenting rebellion  and communa
disturbances in order to compel Hy-
dersbad to join the Indian Unicn
These mischief-makers are being sup-
ported by the entire Hindu Press whe
have lately been giving much pro-
minence to alleged acts of repression
by the Nizam's Government. A cam-
paign has been started over the issuc
of hoisting the Indian Union flag at
public meetings and on public build-
ings in the State and an outcry ha:
been raised that “an insult” has beci
offered to that flag by the authoritie:
who are alleged to have hauled it
down at various places. The Hyder-
abad Government have promptly de-
n}edt}mexeports,butasallthisi:
part of’a preconcelved plan, little
heed Is likely to be paid to truth.
In his ‘address before the Indian
Constituent Assembly Lord Mount-
batten described Hyderabad as the
only large State which had so far re-
fused to accede to the Indian Union
but he disclosed that negotiation:
were still proceeding for the purpose
of an agreement between Hyderabad
and Hindustan according to whicl
there would be voluntary co-opera-
tion in certaim matters between the
two. Lord Mountbatten will not deny
that he has played a great part ic
inducing, we may even say coercing,
a large number of Indian States into
yefraining from either remaining in-
dependent units or forming groups of
gederations of their own, as they had
originally intended to do. It is also
no secret that be has been brirging

considerable persanal pressure on
Hyderabad itself to pursue the same
course. One cannot help feeling ad-
miration for His Majesty the Nizam
and his Government that they should
have steadfastly adhered to what they
consider right and refused to be
stampeded like most of the other
members of the Princely Order. We
are no supporters of that bejewelled
brotherhood for its own sake and we
fully endorse the view that in these
days of democracy and freedom the
autocrati¢ regimes which have been
the rule rather than the exception
in the Indlan States must be replaced*
by popular Governments. This does.
not, however, necessarily mean that
every Indian State should surrender
to the whims and caprices of a poli-
tical party. This is what is being
contemplated under the constitutional
cloak of accession to the Indian
Union. Hyderabad is now being the

victim of the same design and it I

rainful that Lord Mountbatten should
issociate himself with undue pressurt

m a State whom his Royal cousix

vas once proud to call an ally anc

rom whom Britain received suct

;reat aid in the two world wars.

_Turning from Hyderabad to Kasn-
air one comes up against a very dil-
erent picture. . If the majority of the
ubjects of His Majesty the Nizam an
{indus, even -a - greater majority o
he subjects ~ of - His -~ Higl.ness th«
Maharaja of Kashmir and Jammu :n'\‘
Juslims. It is also true that whilc
he Hindu majority in Hyderabad an
yrosperous and treated with respect
e AMuslim majority in Kashmir an
miserably poor, ill-treated and regard-
>d as aliens in their own land. The
Maharaja, unlike the Nizam, has no!
yet declared his intentions clearly and
appears to be sitting on the fence, but
things cannot be so quiet in his terri-
tory as they look. The flame of dis-
content against the tyranny of a small

group of Pandits and Dogras against
the masses of people many times more
than their number, is constantly burn-
ing. The people of Kashmir and
Jammu are almost literally living in
a vast prison house. In spite of re-
Peated appeals made to the Maharaja's
good sense, he has shown none as yet,
except that he is still temporising.
We do not know what transpired
when Mr. Gandhi visited Sri-
nagar and Jammu, but it appears
that he - returned quite  satis-
Sed with the Maharaja's intentions.
Rumour also has it that Lord Mount-
vaiten has been bringing pressure on
the Maharaja to join the Indian Union,
which would be a flagrant affront to
95 per cent.of the people of Xashmir
:}nd to Pakistan.

We think the time has come to tell
the Maharaja of Kashmir that ha must
make his choice and choose Pakistan.
The generous attitude adopted so far
by the Qaed-e-Azam seems to have
emboldened him to think that Paki-
stan will remain an idle spectator,
whatever step he takes. In our view
the Maharaja should not be afllowed

to cherish this illusion any longer.
The award of the Boundary Commis-

sion may have technically made
Kashmir “contiguous” to Hindustan
but if the Maharaja relies on this lame
excuse to convert this essentially
Muslim land into an outpost of Hindu-
stan the gravest possible troubie will
inevitably ensue. It is high time that
the States Department of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan made the strongest
possible representations to the Maha-
raja of Kashmir to induce him to
come down on the right side of the
fence.



Editorial
FOR INDEPENDENGE DAY

LL FREEDOM-LOVING NATIONS OF TIfE WORLD are (hinking of
A 1945 as the year of victory, their trusted leaders are buslly planning &

peaceful prosperous and happy post-war worid. In our own country.
mowever, the foiling masses and the wage-earning middie clastes are suffer-
ing as they have never suffered and see no end (o their misery. Our great
patriotic ogganisations on whose shoulders lies the reiponsibility to mould
the destiny -of our anclent natlon fall to .come to any agreement. The
Imperialist autorrats who ‘hold sway over our tountry have become mora
Insolent, more disdatnful.

This is noj all. * Afer the fallute of the Gandhi-Jinnah meeting, Inten=
sified frustratlon and increased disruption have seized (Re patriotic world.
The Congress and the League press instead of clearing the ground for mutua
understanding is Indulging in mutual fault-Anding. Where s the glory in
putting all the blame on your own brother and extingulshing all the’ hope
in the hearts of your people 7 We no more stand divided In (wo camps, we
are fast becoming'two armed camps. How will this lead to brotherly unity
and common (reedom, will # not lead instead to Its very opposite?

The position inside each camp Is changing for (he worse. The League
I8 getting divided Into several factions, though each swears loyalty lo tbhe
Qald-e-Azam. The Congress is being disrupted unconstitulionally but in
cold blood in the name of * revivil of Congress activities.” The prospect Is
not of greater strength behind our main patriotic organisations but of greater
disintegration within them.

’

What our. people and their leaders have bullt up In the past, our common
cause itself, we are all not taking forward but backward. Nol to see this
i 1o cease 1o be serlous, to rlose our eyes (o the harsh reality because it

entalls painful heart-searchmg.

* Our young Party will organise the Indrpen:fnc\rln Week from 20th’
_to_27th_January and dedirate itsell ancw_to the_great cause which alone
maiters for the freedom of our country : namely, unity of ail patriotic
oiganisations and the prosperity of our people.

Release of the Congress leaders will be the main and central slogan
of the Week, In the most trying times in world history, in times of greatest
_need of our suffering people. patriotic India cannot assert diself UNLESS
the political leadership of the greatest patriotic organisation of our land,
ihe mighty National Congress, Is in the nildst of the people, Is able to see
things for itself : unless h back at'the head of the
otpanisation that put_an enslaved n;

ony Wit pitriollsm u m play the I
in our forward march to the unity of all patriotie forces and the liberation
©0i our Motherland.

Without them Congressmen can only grope. like the blind, stumble like

the wenk and quarrel with (Reir weaker brothers of the Lrague,and our
Party. With the Congress unable (o function, with Congressmen without
any leadership, It s the whole country” that®ls reduced to helplessness, It
-ig"the entire people that lose all hope " This Is_the _crux_of the situation i
—pwrmtormmIe TG toda Y.
A nation-wide camipalgn - worthy -of the leaders who have bullt ‘and
led our foremost patriotic orgapisation Is the greatest need of the hour.
OUr ATy WIIT Tatinch TC on (RiY “Tadependeiice Day WOTK ana we hope st~
honest sons and daughters of India, irrespective of political differences, will
Joinin, or voice on thelr own what Is a genuine natlonal demand and
Wwhich should be the concern of us all, of all classes and all parties.

Gandhiji has cleared the Congress position about the August disturbances
and restated Congress Pblicy. Even the Imperialist bureaucrats have no
siugle reason worth the name left to keep the Congress leaders In deten-
tlon. The rounting agitation by our friends abroad for settlemert with
Indin-and _the leaders' release is proof positive.

ONCE INDIANS OF ALL SHADES OF OPINION, RAISE THEIR
UNITED VOICE AND ROUSE “THE PLE, NO POWER ON EARTH
WILL DE ABLE TO KEEP THEM BEWIND THE BARS.

given unqualified

We _are the only no slim organisation that I n_unqua
support to the League de: nd for Pakistan and popularised It as widely
“us we could. We have therefore earned the fratérnal right to ask our
League brothers the simplest questions :. How can you expect Congressmen
1o accept Pakistan when your Ministries keep Congressmen prisoners 7’ In
<he Punjab it needed the treachery of Khizar -before the League began
demanding the release of Congressmen. The League Ministries are not strong
any & are pant. Must they fall before Leaguers every-
where will learn the lesson that the Punjab so painfully learnt?

]

During the Week, we will do our very best to explain to the Leaguers
that Gandhiji has already pted the principle of self i but
did not go far enough to satisfy Mr. Jinnah. Now the only way to get
Pakistap accepted by the Congress Is to demand the legalsation of th
Congress and the release of its leaders. We hope they will not ask The
cheap question as to what guarapics..bste Is that the Congress leaders
will accept Pakistan. Becduse there s none except the League leaders’
own capacity to explain the Justice of the Muslim demand and the Congress
Jeaders' good sense. Can we expect’ them both to fall? Only a faithless
defeatlst may say so. We expect self-respecting Leaguers to say : - Let-us.
do our duty by them and trust them to do theirs. )

Our Party has grown from withim the Congress. We love the Congress'
as fauch as-any other Congressman. We are grieved beyond wards when
some Congressmen tell us we are unwelcome within the Congress. When the
younger members of th{ family feel grieved at the hands of the Eilders,
they have the right to@alk straight. During the Week, we will contact
As mamy Congressmen as_we can and ask them lo compare us with the
Jeaders of the anti-Communist crusade. . L -

—Aré they not the very wh

¢ 0 or y used
Cofigress name for/sabotage etc? Do they also not embrace the worst
pio-Mahasabha and anti-Leaguc- elements? Are not the most opportunist
and worst careerist elements seeking shelter. under the banner of anu-
Communism and loyalty to Mahatmaji? :

We will ask them to explain to us whether what is being sald and done
0 the Congressmen's Conferences is uniting the Congress or disrupting It,
whether It is constitutional or whether it i3 gross “znbherdustl,” whether
it Is the best and greatest service of the prople or whether it-istall-talk
and no work and, above all, whether all that is said against us is not just
patent les and mean sianders? We ‘expect our honest Elders who have
Kuown us since we were mere boys to answer straight. We know that most
of them feel acutely uncomfortable and that a small minority s making
the most noise and exploiting a situation of the utmost political confusion.

We are prepared to thrash out all the political differences and are
pledged under the constitution of our Parly to accept the discipline of the
bioad parent organisation inside which we work. We will appeal to the
Congress Elders to resist the disruptors and shut up the slanderers.

On the boly Independence Day, we wlit appeal to all Congressmen to
recall our contribution to the common national movement and to consider
as their own all the strength and vitality of the most disciplined political
party In the country. If Ci N and the C. fall out, would
the country that needs us all, of the Congress, the mother of all Indian
patriots, gain?

During the Independence Day Week, we will rouse the people as best
as we can for the ‘release of the nation’s foremost leaders and _against the
disruption of the national forces. These are the (Vo central tasks beforo
cur Party today and on thetn depends which way our country will go
during 1945—towards greater demoralisation and dfsruption OR towards
growing dnity and final victory.

' People's Age '
January 14, 1946
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FOR JUSTICE AND FREEDOM

by Arun Iose

RIN RATINGS' STRUGGLE

Full Story Of Bombay Naval Strike

“We surrendered to India and not to the British. I don't know where they are tak-

g us. )
“We shall never give in.

HESE are reported to be the
last words of the President
of the Central Naval Strike

Committec, Bombay, to hls com-
rades before he, along with
other “ring leaders”, was taken
away to an “unknown destina-
tion,” only two days after the
surrender.

Nobody knows what {3 happening
to our brothers in the Navy since an
iron curtain separated them from our

ople on the morning of Saturday,
FreP23rd of February. fio%s.

They gave In on the assurance of
Bardar Patel and Mr. Jinnah that the

‘ongress and the  Muslim  League
slouf;edo everything to see that they
were not victimise, und their de-

mands were conce

‘The day after the surrender, the
commln o cmer cynically  ‘went
back ce” to ulana
Azad lnd Llaqnt All Kh‘ln that there

would be no victimisati

And yet all Sardar Palcl and Pan-
dl( Neh’l"u hnve to lay nbou( Al ll |hn‘§
as e an:

the N.vnl Rat'ngl were wrong
taking “hasiy” action “‘without con-
sulting thieir leaders.” There is plen-
ty of loosc talk,’ loa. both in London
and Bombay, Communists
are the "Lmunlnu" o( the “mutiny.”

When all Indfa, to a man, should
tand by our brothers in the Navy,
the leaders are back-sliding from the

surances” they gave, blaming the
Ratings—while the “Briiish g0 scot
{ree.

And yet the truth 15 that our
brave irolhrrl in the Navy have

"Beggars Can’t Be
Choosers!"

utter nonsense

instigators”,
the younlslcr‘ in the Navy
n The truth (s that '.he Brllllh
of the Indian Navy hav

to hunt
who

for

Gooi-bye and good luck.”

bosst
ll(llnl on a volcano wllh
stuffed An thelr ears,

There 20,000 men in the ships

and lhore emb‘(lhmenu of the Navy
mba cse boys come fro

lhu P\mhb Dens{ll And the South.
There are and Muslims,
among them. A go od chunk of them
comes from lower-middle class fami-
}Jc-—m from school and col-

-are daring, adventuruul, skxl-
hll buil ers of modern I ]

Map Of Sowth Bombay

went to the Congress and the Mus-

8 lnr support and a
Ilm League lexders. for, mpport and &

ve.
ﬂl " nrleﬂ a report by its repres
u;uau on the first day's events,
bearing tals out.

“We Are All Leaders”

The whole of Manday. neither lhe
n the Pa

rty

Japan They are proud “of India, Naval authorities e
-0l 1L leade anylhm( abou
Ry voung X : the an - went

_manly youngsters.

Now the Godfreys and the Ratt.
ravt—maDs who rule Indian

—have been {resting body
of MRRURE. youtn Like At s of
Sons of “Blac
this is what _they were

s
cnllrd h)’ their British officers who
outnumber Indians by morc than five
to one.

No wonder their !ood is bad,
travelling facilities at a2 minimum,
dﬂnoblllullon time-tahle not drawn

P, onpportunities  for  re-settle-

menc in’ clvil 1ife non-existent,

“We know it does not take the

headquarters at Delhl ten minutes to
direct the
dange

entire fleet
and to

t Gﬂvernmcnt
ea.

ahcad to rally puh“c luppon
'uesday morning, 20,000 Naval

R:JBU);U;S in ail the 12 shore establish-

ments in Bombay and the suburbs

k and over 20 ships In harbour were

on strike.

At nine o'clock in the mornirg, they *
held a meeting at the Azad IMaidan
(not far from the Talwar) and an-
nounced their demands. From there,
they marched In procession along the
upper-class Fort area round _about,
shouting “Jai Hind" and  “Inquilab
Zindabad".” British soldiers and’ civi-
lians' scurfied sway in all directions
in_ fright.  An attempted lathi-
Charge By the Police led to the Police
Superintendent being taken_to _hos.

Armed guards were posted at
establishments

Nul till the afternoon did Tl‘l(lr(‘:\y’.

vhow, the boys held back till Bombay, visit the Talwar and ask for

He "hecame quite impossible  a fow & riaterent. of grievances | {rom (he
weeks ago strikers. At firs oy vould
One morning, somé of them at the SPeak to a him, w}{\g“ :ﬂ' arvest fond
Talwar Communications  Tralning ! {Fanster” those e S, p. e
School (a " shore cstablishment in TiNE leaders’“—they B
Bombay) reported an officer that When Rattray promised no suc ng
the food they got was uneatable, Would be done. they clected a Cens
“Beggars can’t be choosers”-ewas. the tral Naval Strike Committee —and
only reply they got. Those who “ob. KAVC him a list of their demands and
Jected” 'to gravel in thelr rice were 'epcated their demand that any pro-

Srimly_ patient, the Ratings reports
ed the ‘matter. ~ They waited, = bu
nothing hnnnl‘nod The Vineits went
on. the as arrested for
Writing Quit Tndmand FTat Hid
on the walls of the establishment
during the visit by the = almighty
Rattray.

n Mondav, the 18th of February.
they decided ‘they had waited  long
Nothing had been “pre-ar-
Some boys went on strike
at ten in the morning. As the nerws
spread. they came oul in a body. By
noon. the strike  in the Talwa? wis
comple

- Al(ll‘e h.\! sald in Parllament that
mm!

nists )ﬂlrh

mnsplmcv

me thing when he

uyx that he u'm“ the armed forcrg
“impartially patrioti

of the N,

not having asked for his
The fact {s they

mi; in
lavour) Rave them the cue.

he
strikers’ ,

on the very frst

day of the
they

And
-strike, “impartially”

der

misc by Rattray must be under-writs

ten by a national leader.

Rlllra ‘s rl.‘ply was to cnme by 4-30
But "there was no teply. Tn

s(eld he sho“ed his teeth by putting

under arrest 300 Ratings at the Hamla

shore ecstablishment after their return

to camp in the night.

Army Gloses In

O chneﬁday. ihn
ties tried out use. n
postcd Mlm»ry plckclq at

11

Nn\nl nulhorl-

hand.
all establishments. At the same time,
they decided to throw out a sop to

the Ratings by providing Indian food
according to the ‘menu submitted by
the strike leaders.”

But the strikers started the day
with a huge mecting at the Oval, op-
posite the University, at 10 In the

morning undreds of Ratings came
by trains from the suburban shore
ES cstablishments. Al together. they

rew up a final list of their demands,
The F.O.C’'s big move for the day
was'to poal. Mlh!nrv pickets and or-
all ngs to return to
Unetr " establiohments y 3-30 the
afternoon.  They also’ took away all
arms and ammunition from the Tai-
war and some other shore establish-
men!

Ratings at Castle nuuck.
e on e ihigs saw throu the
made the remova\

hitary were not allowed to enter the

barracks or the ships. .
e Central Naval Strike Commit-

tccThln a statement condemned the

Ratings to “maintain complete cnlm
and n'o( be Mnmpl‘dcd into any kind of
violent action.” The President of the
Committce himself saw the F.OC.
and made it clcar”that if the \nh-
tary were withdrawn, there would b
‘no ble."

All through Wednesday night, there
was terrific_anger in the ships and
shore eslabllshmcn‘s and a feeling
that the “zero hour” was coming and
‘the authoritics were t to starve
hem “to surrender. Food and _water
supplies werc_running short. In the
more establishments, the taps might

ol moment. On the
R arity & fev had Tood s(ochs an
Water-Allering apparatus. Castic Bar-

racks was
1

Seven-Hour Gun Battle

‘Thursday morning, nerves wero
nnn);dgc at Castle Barracks. At 8-30
in the morning, some of the Raunn
tried to go out to fetch food and wi
ter and cigarettes.

ery unexpectedly, one of the Ma-

e Rhe o sentry duty opencd
firc aken aback for  a moment,
and umk

hc Ratings rushed back
cover, Then they made up  their
minds in an instant 1o shoot back if
necessary In self-defence. They hand-
cd round arms and took up posi-
tlon:
Th en they called out
tha guards : o are Indian.
ou nlmol down your own
brothersz After a momeni’s hesita-
,ihe Indian snidier Blse made up
s mind and refused to fire any
re.

to the Mara-

But the “supreme  command’—the
Flag Ofmcer . Commanding. RIN.
.ndmv who had arrived—had m1<|r
up s mind o crush the "mutin
With blood and bullets. British tronps
swarmed into the area. ma the
Town Hall. next to Castle Darracks,
u-lr “operational headquarters’™ Dy

mi. there were Uleast 17 irucke
AWl ca wi troans
armed with bren-guns and rifles heid
at the ready.

At Castle Barracks, the  British
troops took up forward positions and
opened fire in a  seven-hour  hattle
®hich lasted from 9 o'clock or so In
the morning o after 4 In the after-
00

On(‘e Castle Barracks had to fire in

self-defence, the s 0 got ren-
dy, with guns uncovered. At about
11 o'clock, the  battle-searred  flag-
ship, ~Narbada s reported 1o have

a
signalled to all ships In stream :

very badly off as regards |

“All guns loaded. Do
and it any shots are
ashore, open fire."

the same
fired from

positions bet

ween Castle Barrac the docks,
did open fire on the ships Four men
on the Sind were hit. The FPunjab
and the Oudh then ' answered back
with fire “from small-arms and ono
shell.  Stray firing  went on  for
some time and ships bekan to hoist

stcam in order to  manoeuvre and
operate the heavy guns.

CGourage, Organisation :
Unity With Pcople

ome day, the full story of the
Castle Narracks battle and the har-
bour batle wiil be told. There was
remarkable coolness and  capacity
for oreanisation ihown by the Kat.

ings ‘who had taken over the ships
and hl"‘lck.—l(rcrdlnl to all re-
o Commu chlI gun-fire
and internal i while
standing by for action in all nuru.
were al mnlu[ld by the Rating:

There were un!orle(l:-ble scenes in
the midst of bat “We
A nute shrouds

r heads”—this is how
of them described the tense situntion
in his picturesque Ur young
Naval OfMicer, siding with the atikern
showed reckless daring in the Castle
Barracks fightin
wall ‘surrounding the buildin,
and opened fire. But he was snipe.
by a bullcl and feli dead into the
compoun;

His comrades gave

hAm a sllent
salute and painted a red cros

cro

he fell, with their Hnl(‘ d ped In
blood. Hu ¥ lay in the barracks
for two becaus: the British

e
troops waulJ not even allow the dead
to be taken out,

Dut the source of Insplration to
these young Natings were the peopls

youne and nid, ‘men and women and
children, Hindus and Muslims, men
from all parts of I

ey came with (he(r bnlkl A
{utktl! of fruits nnd othe .' i

atables,

0 shower on motor 1unche. com Ing

out from the ships. Indian Military

?el(r'kcu would look on nnd not Anlrr-
g ra

Many of them riske:
the Ratingshems, T d Ihelr hvel for
class lad of ahout
8s he tried to get ntrall a pac
chana (gram).  The llllh
sniped him in cold bloo:

Armed Truce

ket of
troops N

ings the that” “overwhelmir

forces at the disposal of the G:C)lurm-

ment wnl, "ﬂ used to the uttermost
en means the

i et destruction

At han

5 lhc Crmnl S(rlkr C -
tee dectded to rm»:n;)';‘nls'
Firing stopned nnd nll hips put
the “ccase fire” signal I\u! all ﬁ)llnl

were warned o o
the first attempt by
board ships.

ready fo fire
the  Military m
. all
up
in the guard roem. but they Were not
he demand was onee
again made for the withdrawal pr Mi-
litary guards as the first condition
for any scttiement.

Mcanwhile, news came of the strike
n Karach
ntioned Attice's thrent
in Parliament that Britian Navy ves.
tcls were Roing lombay.
Hquunr(nn announced

and Military  reinforcements 'voo
on their way 1o Bombay,  Karachl
and Poona

On the other hand, there was new

of a big flarc-up In the city to baek

' People
March 3,

ono g

ng. He sat astride the me

‘an assurance from the Mu

up the Tatings. Dcnp!le Sardar Patel's
'no strike"” 1

all pointers  were
be compicte strike

The Central Naval Strike

ven the call for

aceful atrikes and h ot .
ombay Students' Unlon had fxed
Friday “for the students' strike and
the Communist Party spread the aps
peal for strike on Thuudny night

lhruulhoul the mill ar

On Friday, there was a blondbath
for the city all day and further
show of armed mi.hl atl the harbour.
Nlnelcen plances  of  th Reyal Atr
Force flew in formation over the hare
bour arca. The ships’ guns were ready
';‘: action, but no plane flew over the
ships.

Al n{: long the President of t
Central Naval® Strike Committee dige
cussed matters with Sardar Patel, and
came to the breakwater in the hare
bour at 5 in the afternoon, with Sare
dar Patel's message.

Sardar Patel's mesaage
“the advice of the Congress
lay down and go thmu(n the
formality of surrende The -
gress will do its level o see ma!
there Is no vlt(lmlun(lon and the les
Itimate demands of the Naval Rate
Ngs are acccpted as  soon pos=
sible.

When Khan read this out throu(h
loud specaker  standin,

breakwater, with the rrew ot dozenl
of ships crowding on deck and pleads
ed for calling ON the strike, there
wl're loud prolull from the shipe®

We don’t want to fight” they aatd,
“ha W ot Ive up the ftrike.t
The Muslims ugmnn (htm-nnd they

A!(er |h1l
"ot
et m
Alwar ot 2 in the night Ior A discus:
slon on Sardar's proposa

the Cen(rnl Cnmmlnu
the permission of the
the ships' rrprennlnllvt “the

Final Decision To
Surrender

Over and above the demand for

an well as

e
for the Cemul
Asscmbly debate on the smke lo et
an idea of the real 6\
Government.
demand for consultin,
on strike ail over Indin
peated appeal
Bombay fighting for us. For their
uk we have to continuc the strike.*

The discussion went on for 4 hours
and then at 5 in the mornin, new
came through by phone that Jine

nah had made a lymn'xlhellt lulcmen(

at Calcutta an hia services

\lr:lrclcrvcdly" al Ule disposal of the
ng:

Tnat ﬂnnll‘y declded the  matter.

he motion {o surrender and call off
e strike was earricd by an over-
whelming majority vote. Once  tha
decision “was ‘taken, Syervone carried
it out loyally without  quel

By Saturday morning, nll thL' ships

hnﬂ fun up black flags and surrens
dered. British troops. were posted
inside the barfacks and the dock=~

yard. All rifles and revolvers

take way from all cstablishe
ents. ~ The starters of  guns on

ships were removed.

All day, Dcﬂnl(‘ kept  comin 1
lumdrnu o th way of India ta
tuke “da nllln" n{ ur ships”.  No-
body would believe mcy had sur-
rendered,

here were tears in the cyes of (h.

students and the people when_ they
turned up with their food wckc(:
and read the “Last warning”  fro

wa
the Naval Central Strike Lommlltcc H
" strike has bdeen

ommon caus
We, in the services, will never fo
get' this. ~ We know also that you
pur brothers and sisters, ~will

orget. lLong live our great peoplo.
b Hind 1"

's Age !
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For Solidarity With RIN Brothers And INA Release

MASS UPSURGE OF SOLL
AIRMEN, WORKERS AND STUD

Despite a virtual ban on all anti-British demons-
trations b ‘the Congress leadership, a gigantic move-
ment of solidarity with the men of the Navy and the
Indian National Army is swecping the country. We
print here some reports which have not received suffi-
cient prominence in the daily Press.

Jubbulpore
200 Soldiers’ Strike
N Thursday, February 27th,
about two hundred Indlan
soldiers went on strike at a
camp ncar Jubbulpore as a pro-
test against the Commander-in-
Chief's broadcast on the Naval
strike, and against the sentence
recently passed on Captain Bur-
hmuddm of the Indian National
rmy
The strikers included men of
the Indian Signal Corps and
the Indian Electrical and Me-
chanical Engincering Depots.
They marched in orderly for-
mation through the city streets.
They assembled later at Ti-
lakbhumi for a meeting with
the Congress and Muslim
League flags and on the dals at
the meeting were Sjt. BHAWA-
NI PRASAD TIWARI, President
of the City Congress Commit-
tee, and B. N. MUKHERJI, Com-
munist leader.

Call To Political Leaders
To Sink Differences

Soldiers speaking at the meet-
ing protested vigorously against
the broadcasts of Admiral God-
frey and the C-in-C on the Na-
val strike in  Bombay. They
made passionate appeals to
leaders of the Congress, Muslim
League and other political par-
ties to sink their mutual differ-
ences and stand together to win
the just demands of the men of
the armed forces and to libe-
rate the country.

Different speakers summed up
their demands: Increase in pay
and rations; improvements in
ving conditions; overhaul of
the demobilisation system; can-
cellation of the ‘Victory Cele-
brations’ in view of the acute
food shortage; the release of all
Indian National Army men In
detention; and the suspension
of trials of the INA oflicers and
withdrawal of Indian troops
from Indonesia.

Kepression: 128 More
Join Strike

On Friday, the Army authori-
ties tried for several hours to
get the strikers to hand over
their ‘ring-leaders.’ When the
men stood solidly by their com-
rades, troops were sent in to ar-
rest the ‘ring-leaders’—but over
a hundred soldiers broke out of
the camp and marched to the
town,

On the same day, 128 more
soldiers of the 3rd Indian Sig-
nal Training Corps went on
strike in solidarity with the 200
alrcady on strike, and marched
to the city in a procession. They
were addresed by leaders of the
Congress, the Muslim League and
the  Communist Party. The
meeting demanded  immediate
redress of the strikers' griev-
ances and warned against any
victimisation.

The latest news is that the
Army authoritics have ‘segre-
gated' the ‘ring-leaders’ of the
strike and are considering the
question of  trying  them in a
court-martial. = It {s reported
that the men are standing tirm
and continuing the strike—ac-
cording to a statement by Sjt.
Tiwnrl, President of the  City
Cun"lo% Committec.

Certain parts of the city have
been deelared ‘prohibited arcas
for seven days ard  excitement

. in the city continues.

Madras

150 Airmen Strike

N FARLY 150 men at the
I' AF. Hcadquarters, Red

Hills, MADRAS, went  on
strike on the morning  of the

24th of February In sympathy
with the men of the Indian Air
Force and Naval Ratings on
strike at Bombay, Karachi, Cal-
cuta, ete.

The Commanding Officer
heard their grievances, promised
to forward them and asked them
to resume work. But on their
refusal to call off the strike
without getting an immediate
reply from the higher authori-
ties they were placed under
arrest.

At the Military base at Avadi,
700 airmen started a hunger‘
strike. At St. Thomas Mount,
300 went on hunger-strike. In

. addition to the general demands

of men of the Navy and the Air
Force all over India, they de-
manded the release immediately
and without trial of the men
of the Indlan Alr Force await-
ing trial at Delhi and an assur-
ance that Indlan soldiers would
not be used against strikers in
the armed forces under any
circumstances.

Ambala

Soldiers Refuse To Fire
On Brother
Procession

N the 21st of February
1946, men of the Indian
Air Force stationed at
AMBALA  (Punjab) heard on

Airmen’'s

Jessore
General Meeting Of Entire
RIAI Squadron

LA F. men of No. 10 Squad-
l oron stationed at HABRA
(Jessore) held  a general
meeting of all the members of
the Squadron on February 22
and passed a resolution expres-
sing their sympathy with the
RIN strikers and condemning
the authorities.

On February 25, they formu-
lated thelr demands as follows
and presented them to the Com-
manding Officer.

The entire squadron is united
on the issue, from the Pilots
down to the ground crew. This
squadron s composed of all na-
tionalitles and religlons—Ben-
gall, Marathl, S8ikh, Muslim Hin-
du, etc. Inspite of the adverse
vlcws, expounded by both the
League and Congress leaders re-
cently, this squadron has acted
in a manner which should evoke
admiration from every honest
patriot.

or

Their Memorandum
Demands

The demands they have put

rorward are the following :
“We fhe men, of the RIAF

rougm for defence of India against

Fascist aggression  and as such we

belong to the people of India
Therefore we have cvery right ta
express our views and take part in
matters of vital nterest  to our
country.

*2. “We firmly believe that the

RIN disturbances arose out of gross
mishandling by the Naval authori-
ties and armed resistance was offer-
cd under cxtreme provocation from
British Forces.  We wish to convey

IERS,
ENTS

D.A.V. College. All of a sudden,
a group of Students’ Congress
Jeaders led by a certaln Ram-
kishen Gupta rushed out to at-
tack the procession and tore off
the Muslim League flay, shout-
ing anti-Communist and anti-
League slogans all the while.
The Muslim League students
were persuaded to keep cool and
the procession marched on to
a meeting place at Golbagh, But
the same story was about to be
repeated there. Ramkishen Gup-
ta and his gang organised a ri-
val meeting and the signal was
given for a clash when one of

them started  brandishing a
stout branch of a tree.
Communist students, backed

by others, at once formed a cor-
don between the two groups
and stood firm until there was
a cooling of tempers and a
peaceful dispersal. .
But feelings were running
high—so that there were two
processions on the 27th to pro-
test against the sentence pass-
ed on Capt. Burhanuddin of the
INA. One was led by the Stu-
dents' Congress and  the Stu-
dents’ Federation. The other
was led by the Muslim League
and Akali students. Chances of
having a joint procession were
spoilt when the Students’ Con-
gress refused to allow the Mus-

In Madura

General Strike
And Hartal

50,000 Rally At Red Flag

Meeting *

MADURA, Feb 23
FSPONDING tu e call
DURA City (key patriotic
re an Tanilimd) observed, o,
February 27, a onc-day general sirik
and hartal in sympathy with the i1,
strike and to condemn  Police Grungs
in_Bombay and clsewhere.
There was an alinost complete strirg
of transport ~bus, Jutka,  tuxiy
rikshaws, Municipal lorries—and
all factorles InclUding cigar factory .
o1l and rice amlls, presses and tran,
ort  workshops.  Scavengers  ang
handloom  weavers sl
All texule ‘mully joincd in the steik -
except for the Mahalakshmi
which s far off from the ci
The students of all the loca
observed ¥

‘schouts

the Katlway
Even the Hall.
T Shreel oltice POTters struck work
otorious agents  of the mil  em.
ployers and of the Company Unior.,
(like the Varadarajulu group) tricd
the textile work

led miserably
meetings of  different
15 of the workers were heid "

t norning the  evening,
“urkl rs’ demonstration of aIN)\ll 5000
was organised which ende

50,

their best to bre
ers’
M

strike, but
protest

moth T Th
ing_ demanded that nmn- should
no victimisatios the 1

crx Shdl appcaled to ol puies
tics In the country 1o carry on a
ceaseless agitation lur the  redressal
of their grieva

A rival “Congress meetin
at the reside:

was held

Ashok

mon-

Iim League flag in their pro- stmnuns were kept perfectly discip-

easionaE € P lincd by the Communist  Party and

. - - there were very few  unruly inci-
Maulana Azad’s Shocking | cents.

Sermon

o e the whole incident ap anu-

But the Students’ Congress Communist twist. hunists,

leaders themselves go" a shock according to them, were l(‘:lgu!

when they went to  Maulana
Azad's residence. When Mau-
lana Azad only chided them for

uting slogans and disorgan-
ising civil life,” they answered:

Protest-St

ikes, Demonstrations,

Rallies, All Over India

the radio the news of the Naval
strike at Bombay and decided
to call a strike at a meeting 1n
the dining hall.

Before the meeting ended, the
British Commanding Oflicer of
the unit turned up to disperse
the meeting escorted by armed
British "Alr~ "Force men,” and
warned they airmen not to o
on strike” “He also assured
them that local grievances of
the Indian alrmen would be
met.

But the Indian airmen refus-
ed to submit to his threats and
there was a strike after break-
fast on the 22nd. A disciplined
procession marched through the
entire Cantonment area  with
slogans of ‘Quit India’ ‘Stop kil-
ling Indians,’ ‘Down with British
Imperialism,” ‘Release Captain
Rashid and other INA men’ and
‘Hifdu-Muslim unity’.

They held a mceting at the
Cantonment maidan, where they
made known their demands and
appealed to the students and the
people’ assembled there to close
their ranks for the final fight
against British Imperialism.

The same evening, they held
another mectine which was at-
lc-nde by the C.O. und a British
officer of the rank of Air Com-
modore who had flown to Am-
bala when the strike broke out.
he Air Commodore agreed to-
meet the loeal grievances of the
Strike Committec and promised
to convey to the highest autho-
rity their other demands, parti-
cularly the demand that there
should be no victimisation  of
the Naval strikers.

It is reported that the 15th
Punjab Regiment was  order-
the C.O. of the regiment
to fire on the procession but
the men refused to do so, tel-
ling their C.O. that they could
not kill their own Indian bro-
thers.  Later they  mounted
guard on the (an Armoury
to prevent British  troops re-
IH\'VI“‘ arms.

our
tat
be

decpest sympathy
an immediate
conducted

and demand
unpartial enquiry

"3 I s our earnest desire that
trom now onwards there should be
complete Induniation of all the
tiiree Services and they should un-
der no wireumstances come  under
the control of Britsh Command

"1 “We alsu declare that :in order
1o live as good  neighbours  with

the British Forces our  privileges,
pay, allowances and status must be
ully cqual to theirs

“ Representatives {rom the
ces selected by the man themselives
should be given an opportunity to
represent their cases, as other me-
thods of sending officials appointed
Ly the authorities have brought no
successful results.

*6 “We request the authorities
to convey their decision to us at
the carliest opportunity so that we
may know where we stand.”

Fore

ity OF All Flags
Strike Togcther

( N the 25th of February,
J students of the University,

Law and Government Col-
leges in LAHORE came out on
strike under the joint leader-
ship of the Students' Federation,
the Students' Congress and the
Muslim Students’ Federation to
protest against the Bombay fir-
ing and in support of the Naval
ratines. The Congeress and Mus-
lim Longuo flags were crossed in
union in the Government Col-
leee Hall amidst tumultous ap-
plause.

When the students  carrying
the Congress, Muslim®  League
and Students’ flags marched out
in procession, they decided to
£0 Lo the DAV. Collere, at the
request of the Muslim Leasue
stud-nts, anxious to build fra-

tesnal relations with the  Con-
gress students.
Fight Disruntion

They foreed their way against
attemnts by the Police to cor-
don off the road but got a nasty
shock when they reached  the

“We have come merely to say
that the Congress should enter
into no compromise with the
Government unless all RIN and
INA men are released.”

Maulana Azad then attacked
the students. the INA and the
RIN men--—-almost cverybody in
fact—{for their ‘indiscipline’ and-—
for creating ‘hurdles’ in the way
of a ‘calm and peaceful atmos-
phere.’

It was after this that the in-
cldent over the Punjub Gover-
nor's car took place. Somebody
inside the car pulled out a re-
volver when the procession was
passing by. This was too much
for the students and the Union
Jack was ripped off and the
wind-screen smashed.

Maulana Azad and Dawnod
Ghaznavi, the Punjab Congress
President, are crymg themselves
hoarse about “Communist mis-
chief” behind these demonstra-
tions. But there are plenty of
signs that they will not be able
to put the Punjab’s fighting
youth into a straight-jacket in
the name of “discipline.”

Baw
Police Lathi-Charge
Students’
( ) N the 27th of February,

pindi saw an
uum mudum

Ipindi

Procession

Rawal-
ununﬂdlrhd

demonstr
ting againat the
and Abdu!
A
1

Mudents

ven m
and the

Stidents' Congress
uhnn Federaton,
of the Communi-
. nmue hartal in all
wouls
by the local Con-
o Ramn
o prevent
n_was tak
Near  Flashman's
were repeatd
he Cantonment
urt- including Go-
aged  Congress
Secretary of
the Communist
ind_four students
marred an otherwise militant
demanstrs he deep
poointment catised  among Mus-
rufusal of the
ss leaders to allaw the
¢ g in the pro e
caders nl Rav

I
Hehandas. 15
dents’ demonstr

n round

strects
there
byt

Chone,
striet Committee of
Ly

a
B students

mdl

—Tound-the CITy-

with the Police and Chopra threw jhe
first stone as a signal to lh Poht'
funo to begin the lathi chargi

nd vet, the author of \m«- tales,
lhk.m Abdul Ghani
sight when the lathi charge was on

Prannanath, his collcague, who spreads
the same stories, was pulled out of
his tonga when anted to escape

during the |d|hl charge.
Yograj Bahal, General Sceretary of
the Students’ Congress, has refuted
these lics i the P'ress saying: “Com-
munists were with me under the dis-
cipline of our organisation.
were heaten. When 1 fell,
munist took the national
fom me. e was beaten
s

They toe
one Com-
flag over

by the

Caiwrnpore
Street- Corner Meetings
And Workers® Rally

1 HE news of the Bombay Naval
strike and upheaval in the city
lnn\lxhl a great stir an CAWN-

ONRE, Coinmunist squads on

ekka> budlock-carts and on foot_weny

at the Parade Ground
1Fcl)ru;\n ). Tinese
than a hundred
and’ hata (working-class  quarters)
ol which  were at-
by over 700 persons.
than 40 such tings werc
the Darshanpura area alone
the mills  of the
Group owned by the Singhanias’ are
loeated) —tiom  where the mun-
ists were said to have been ‘expelled’
gecording - the Congress  leaders

sireet-corner

mectings—some
tended

%I the middle- class arcas too there

was a good recepl

A sudden shower did not allow_the
workers ta gather
at the rally, stopped
Just an time for the meeting to be:m
and workers—with B0
sprinkling of middic.class Hindus and
Aushims—listened speeches by
Communist leaders. YUsuits

usuf declared that there were
every worker  should
learn from the Naval strike.

First, the ratings have shown im-
mense courage and put the choice of
freedom or death before every ho-
nourable Indian

Sec . men of all n the

b hoisted the Tricatour, l)'L‘ Green
Creveent and the Red Flag side by
side and appealed to, the three par-
ties to come to their aid unitedly.

v have shown the correet path to
the quirretsme. ehders: dne. of anits
ed war aganst the  Imperialist op-
pressars,

The third lesson of the
Strike”, said Yusuf, “is that th,
Watking-ciavs must futhl its historle
role and come forward to unite and
lead the entire people against the
Wi, While bl daders Tike Sare
dar Patel advised them to lav down
arms unconditionally and asked the

\avll

peonle to v ‘peacefulls’ and
‘ealmiv' the voune heroes in the
Navy heing suppressed, the workers

in Bombav rose in their defence and
Ihv['l whole city responded to thelr
Al
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The Cabinet Mission's plan is now
Lord Wavell has characterised it as the bluc-print of
Indian freecdom. Fhe entire skill of the scasoned British
propaganda machine is being used to sell the plan to the

Indian people as containing
plain it to the world abroad

hefore us all.

all that they desire and ex-
as the last word in states-

manship. There is not a good word in the political dic-
tionary that has teen left unused.

HEN the issue Is the funda-

inental relationshlp bet-

ween the rulers and  the
ruled, the tests for every free-
dom-loving Indian, {rrespective
of all party differences, are sim-
ple enough to apply to the Bri-
tish plan.

FIRST, has the British Gov-
ernment made a declaration re-
cognising Indian Independence?
And cveryone of us knows that
the answer is in the negative.

But it may be argued that the
Mission has declared that if we
do not desire to stay inside the
British Empire we may declare
our independence through the
Constitution-making Body. It
sounds casy, only a question of
time.

Indcpendence Made
Dependent On Princes

But in the Constitution-mak-
ing Body will be the Princes and
the views of His Highnesses
about the virtues of the British
Empire and the need for the
British connection are well-
known.

Thus even at an indefinite
future date Indian independ-
ence will need the consent of
the Indian Princes!

SECONDLY, is there an im-
mediate transfer of power from
British to Indian hands? Again
the answer is in the negative.

It is no accident that the Vice-
roy and not the Cabinet Mis-
sion is taking the initiative to
form the Interim Government.
It is planned to be nothing more
than the Viceroy's Executive
Council and not a Free Provi-
sional Government.

In the Viceroy's own broad-
cast its purpose has been des-
cribed as to “run the adminis-
tration,”

And in the House of Lords, on
a question from Lord Simon, who
Jed the Simon Commission,
the Government Sspokesman as-
sured him that it was only a
change of personnel,

No Immediate Transfer
Of Power

In fact, it is clear enough from
the Cabinet proposals, broadcasts
made and the Press Conferen-
ces, that the transfer of power
too is a matter for the future,
after the Constitution-making is
over, and for the time being the
British Government desires In-
dia's foremost leaders to run the
existing administration under
the Viceroy's leadership.

Thus under the British Plan
neither power for our leaders
nor the independence of our
country are immediate reali-
tics but promises for the fu-
ture, to be realised through the
Constitution-making Body.

Whenever the relationship
between two countries is rede-
fined on the basis of freedom,
the representatives of the ruling
power agree to transfer power to
the accredited leaders and recog-
nise the independence of the
subject country as the starting
point of a new relationship be-
tween the two countries.

That this is just what the Bri-
tish Plan does not do should
make us cautious enough about
it and look it all over.

But if we examine the British-
proposed Constitution-making
Body our natural caution will
turn into the holy indignation
of a struggling people whom the
Imperialist master is trying to
cheat anew.

‘Thie British propaganda is put-
ting out the Constitution-mak-
fng Body as the most reason-

able solution of irreconcilable
Congress-League differences and
glving a real chance to Indlans
to make their own constitution.
On paper, and to the forelgners
it may sound plausible.

The Congress stood for the
unity of India and modern de-
fence does necd unity, and this
unity has heen preserved
through a Union Centre.

The Leaguc wanted a sepa-

rate State to escape Hindu do-
mination, it has been offered the
chance to get Muslim Provinces
together into a Federation of
their own.
. Let us see whether the plan
helps us to solve our differences
or only intensifies them, and
where it lcads us.

The Union Centre

1 It is a plan for a three-tier

e constitution, first Province,
then Group and last

Union Centre.

tary ~<democratic

It is an elemen-

principle that

the more indirect the legislative

and executive organs the more

remote from the people they are

and less democratic
to be.

This is not all.
tier, the Union Centre,

In the highest
the

States will be represented and .

in the Constitution-making Body
alone the Princes will be 1:4 of
the total.

British paramountcy over the
States will not pass to the In-
terim Government, and in fact
the Princes are the only element
in Indian life who have been
declared independent by the
British Mission!

Indian parties have to “nego-
tiate” with them and turn the
blind eye to 1!4 of their own bro-
ther peoples over whom the
Princes rule, If their Highnesses
find Indian leaders reasonable
they may nominate some popular
representatives,

It is not only that the Indlarnt
people are expected to hug ra-
ther than uproot the worst ele-
ments of Indian - reaction but
they are belng introduced into
the highest organs of the future
Indian State.

Theirs is the role to act the
British Fifth Column inside the
Indian Union when the era of
direct British rule ends. They
are the 1946 edition of .the old
British Imperialist trick of the
“nominated block”.

And it should not at
hard to imagine what foreign
policy they will advocate, of
course against “Soviet aggres-
sion,” nor what defence policy—
close military alliance with Bri-
tain—as the only way to save
India!

To let the Indian Princes
get inside the Indian Union is
about the same as to let the
British stay in India,

Provincial Groupings

Let us see what is planned
2. at the base. Provinces

have been formed into
groups to separately draft their
own Provincial and Federal
constitutions. The common man
gets  thoroughly confused by
constitutional technicalities,
figures and percentages. In sim-
ple words, when those clauses of
the British proposals are imple-
mented the following picture
will emerge.

In the North-West group the
League Is likely to fet 18 out of
36 seats and the balance will be
with the three unprincipled re-
actionary Akalis to guide the
first step in the destiny of 36
milllons.

. I, however, the Muslim Uni-
onists of the Punjab and the
Syed Group in Sind vote for the
League constitution, then the

all be

they tend =

League In this zone gets a clear
majority.»

In tke North-East zone out of
70 votes the League will get 35
and the balance will be with the
Europeans, and a handful of for-
elgners will declde the destiny of
10 million Assamese and 60 mil-
lion Bengalls.

Agalin, cven If the Leapue wins
in both the zoncs and they be-
come Pakistan zones it will not
be the end of the story but the
begginning of a sad chapter.

Non-Muslims will  do  every-
thing to get out of Paklstan
and Muslims attempt “to keep
them in. Hindu-Muslim conflict
will thercby not only get still
more sharpened but keep rock-
ing Indian politics to their very
foundatlons. °

Way Opcned For National
Conflict

And it will not be Hindu-Mus-
lim conflict alone but national
conflict together with it.

For example, in the North-
East 10 million Assamese do not
desire to get swamped by 60 mil-
lion Bengalis.

There is no person in Indla to-
day who is more angry and de-
termined than Syt. BARDOLOI,
and he has his people behind
him.

In the North-West, the majo-
rity of the Pathans do not want

: DEVI
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has to produce the constitution.
The British-made Constitution-
making Body, however, suffers
from no such time-limit, and one
can see through the game of
endless delay before the new
constitution i3 allowed to be
born.

After all it is not easy to fix
up the alllance of the Princely
Order with the Indian political
leadership. It Is easy enough to
make our parties flght each
other but not so casy to fix the
time-limit to reach the exhauns-
tlon point which will make them
accept  DBritlsh  terms  on  all
counts as the only way out.

It will be great self-decep-
tion to conslder such  constitu-
tion-making as anything else
but a parody of Constituent As-
sembly. Amery has already ap-
plauded the “classical approach”
which the Mission's constitu-
tional scheme provides for.

We know what this approach
means, viz., rely upon India’'s in-
ternal differences, accentuate
them atiil more and then call
upon India's leaders to produce
a solution and thus clear the

ground for the British plan
going through.
Not Indian independence

but Indian dependence, not In-
dian unity but Indian disunity,
not Indian development but
Indian disintegration, not the
growth of Indian democracy
but the triumph of Indian re-
action, are guaranteed under

by P. C. Joshi

a Muslim Federation, but only
their own self-determination,
and at'the other end, the Sikhs
threaten to unsheath their kir-
pans.
The British scheme of sepa-
rate zones will not end but only
intensify Hindu-Muslim con-
flict and bring into the politi-
cal life other national conflicts
besides. 3
When common people get split
community-wise or nationality-
wise and their leaders rouse
them against each other, then
they get consolidated more and
more under their own vested in-
terests.

What we saw during the elec-
tions was only the beginning of
this new phase.

Scope For British Big
Business Penetration

It is no accident that in the
British Plan vital matters like
Customs, Tariffs and Planning
are not mentioned.

If the different Indian Fede-
rations are in conflict with each
other and the parties leading
them bossed by vested interests
then it becomes the ideal ground
for economic penetration by Bri-
tish Big Business.

They alone will prosper
through the competitive econo-
mic war between the different
Federations, which is rendered
inevitable by the constitutional
arrangements themselves.

The Princes through their own
separate deals with the British

would add to the economic
chaos.
The common people need

planning against poverty and
hunger, the vested interests are
only concerned with . profits for
themselves. How India's vested
interests are planning India's
economic development, and what
the British plans themselves
are, will be clear from our story
on page 12,

Thus the British plan of
groups not only transforms
the present political conflicts
into permanent divisions but
is designed to exploit them to
advance their own ecanomic
gains.

No Time Limit For

Constitution Making

D) Every Constitution-mak-
Q.  ing Body has a time-lmit
fixed to it within which it

the British Plan.

Our Party forewarned against
such a very British plan during
the war years itself and again
during the very recent past. None
belicved then that the British
Government dare place such a
diabolical plan before our pow-
erful popular parties. Now 1t
stares us in the face.

An average Congressman calls
it 12 annas Swaraj and an ave-
rage Leaguer 12 annas Pakistan,
and if one read the compliment-
ary comments of the Indian
Press one would be left wonder-
ing.

Leaders Responsibility

For Present Mess

How could things come to
pass?

this

How could [reedom-loving
Congressmen and Leag and
non-party people, who showed

marvels of heroism, courage and
foresight during the INA de-
monstrations and in  solidarity
with R.LN. strikers only a shurt
while ago. come Lo express
these servile sentimen:ts, repudi-
ate their own patriotic past, give
vent to infanttie iilusions about
what the British are offering.
Why cannot they fee through
the British game which is no-
thing new but the old device of
exploiting our ifferences and
putting their  own  solution
through ?

The real responsibility liey
on the leaderships of the Con-
gress and the League who,
while they talked of freedom
and the immediate realisation
of their aims by direct nego-
tiations with the Cabinet Mis-
sion, only spread illusions
about the British willingness
to transfer power.
SECONDLY, by preaching hat-

red against cach other they des-
troyed all faith in'a common way
out. .

Thus when the Britlsh propo-
sals actually came, the folluwers
of the Congress and the League
took them as the best that could
be had under the circumstances,
not because of the British but
because of the other side,

It will be unfair to fully evalu-
ate the stand taken by
press and the Leasue
before the nepotiutions
pleted and all the documents
are available.

But even that part

of the

OWN)|

correspondence that has been
published discloses that nei-
ther the Congress nor the
League leaderships made dec-
laration of independence and
transfer of power a conditiom
precedent to the negotiations.

The Congress President wrote
about declaration of independ-
ence and withdrawal of British
troops once but then {t got left
high and dry.

-The Congress tried to win the
British over for the  ‘unity' of
Indla, and the League for the
‘division’ ol Indial

Drift Towards Surrender
0~ Fratricidal Strife

And naturally thls gave the
British the chance to act the
umpire and put through ' their
own plan, which Is based on how
long and how best to postpone

the dawn of Indian independ-
ence and democracy.
The leaders of the Congress

and the League have " not yet
given up their calamitous tacti-
cal line and even an Interim
Government s not certain.

The Congress |is pressing
hard and bargaining for its own
terms

The League is sitting back and
refusing to show Its hand, and
bargaining for its terms.

It appears that even the per-
sonnel of the Interim Govern-
ment would be decided by the
British Viceroy.

This way the British gulde the
course of Indla's destiny and
every single step Is leading to-
wards it because India’s political
leaders play into their hands
over and over agaln.

The situgtion is fast drifting
towards a common surrender to
the British Plan or  fratricidal
conflict between the Congress
ard the League, the Hindus and
the Muslims.

Fight The Plan
The Communist Party will play
its role In this grave turning
point in the life of our freedom
movement by rousing the patrio-
tie ardour of the common people
and mobilising them behind the
follow:ng immediate slogans ta
burst through British designs:
@® Immediate - declaration of
Indian 1ndependence.
@ _The ecarllest date. for the
withdrawal of British troops.
@ Establishment of an Intenim
Government as the free
Provisional Government bascd
on indian unity to fight the fa-
mine, guarantee the minimum
demands of raiiway and indus-
trial workers and mob:iise them
for industrial rehabtlitation.
@® Unqualified support to the
States’ peoples against the
Princely autocracy, by the Pro-
vincial Ministries and the Inte-
rim Government, in their de-
mand for civil liberties, respon-
sible government and self-deter-
m:nation,

Not the Princes but the peo-
pie, not a few hand-picked In-
dividuals but duly eiccted . lead-
ers of the people to represent
them Ny the Constitution-mik<
ing Body.

@ Determination to

dian differences  on demo-
cratic principles and abide by
the final verdict ol our own
people

Irrespective of all  Rest  dif-
Iorenccg our Party wxll\.‘ck the
widest contacts with progressive
and Left elements inside  the
Congress and the League to stop
the fast growing rot.

No serious Left worker

niain blind to the dire impli-
cations of the British Imperial-
ist Plan for the future of our
country nor to the utter blind-
ness of Right-wing policies.

Only when the mass of the
freedom-loving Hindus and

Muslims are roused, kept ever

vigilant, actively intervening

from issue to issue, will the

British  Government realise

that there is no getting round

India now.

settle In-

dare
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BREAK WITH BRITISH
PLAN !

Forward To An Indian Plan!

7fTME country has been saddled with another humiliation, anmother
l British award. The British Viceroy has annoiinced the names of In-
dian leaders whom he wants In his Executive, and this offer s depen-
dent upon the prior acceptance of the first Lritish award to function the
British-desig 3 king Dody.
The entire plcture of how the British desire to shape the Indlan future
Is now before the people, and there Is no more room left for nursing fllu-
slons or hoping against hope that with Indlan temperature reacbing bolling
point the Dritish rulers will not be able to cheat us this time.

Main Features Of Imperialist Plan
The British plan fs clear enough :

@ Retaln powerin Dritish hands during the Interim period, and only get
Indian leadery Inside the existing Government,

. Make Indlan communities and nationalities fight each other, let the
freedom-loving [ndian people get divided into hostlle camps and eltmi-
nate the prospects of a joint front against the Dritish,

. Force Indlan political leadership Into compromise with the Indian
Princes, the Britsh Fifth Column.

@ And thus prepare the ground for Imposing the final Dritish award,
the Indo-Biritish treaty that will keep Indiaas a good market and a safe

war-base for the Imperialist domination of the colonial world and a pawn

in Its game of world power politics.

In the British plan there Is no transfer of power to Indlan hands, no
Independence for our country elther now or hereafter, but only war among
varlous sections of the Indlan people and strengthening of Indlan reaction.

How Is It that there has been no categorical and Indignant rejection
of the British plan by either the Congress or the League leadership? The
simple truth has to be faced that they began as compromisers with the
British enemy and have gone deeper and deeper into the Dritlsh net.

Nelther the Congress nor the League demanded immediate transfer of
power and declaration of Indian independence as a prior condition to
starting negotiations.

Instead Mr. Jinnah openly spoke up against both and the Congress kept
these demands In the background, only on paper.

If both parties had sivod together and true to their fundamental alms,
India would have been scrurely on the road to freedom, and If even the
leadership of one party had remained true the Nritish plan would have
been blown sky high, remained only on paper.

Compromise With British Preferred

Neither the Congress nor the League leadership thought of settling thelr
fundamental differences nor even of agreeing to a democratic mechanism of
putting these differences to the people.

The Congress thought of preservation of India’s unity through British
ald. The DBritish have only provided unity for military and international
purposes, which they themselves need, and gacrificed the economlic and
political unity, which the common people need.

The League thought It would be able to get soverelgn Pakistan with
British atd. 1t has only been given the chance to federate six Provinces,
but unwilling warring minorities are kept within them, so that the Hritish
can permanently have their finger In the ple, under the plea of protecting
the minorities,

The Muslim masses have been condemned to live under thelr own teac.
tion under the plea of * Muslin solidarity ™, and at daggers-drawn with
their own brother people.

The League leadership had aceepted British award No. I, and the Con.
Rress leadership had not rejected It, and both thought that in award No. 2
they would at least get a strategic place for themselves against the
other party in the Interim Government. The Britlsh have kept that posi.
tion for themselves.

Leaders who can thus compromise, rather than Implement, the prin-
ciples of Independence against British Imperialism and of democracy among
durselves, can with an easy ¢ nce end th T of the
British plan with verbal qualifications. Thls s the greatest danger facing
the country today. '

The Communist iy stands for a declsive rejection of the Dritish plan
as the plan for Indian slavery and war among Indians,

The Communist Patty would ceaselessly campaign among freedom-laving
Congress and League masses (o call upon thelr leaderships to turn thelr
face away from he Nritish rulers and concentrate all attention upon build-
fng up a Joint Front instead, whieh will foll the Brithh plan and hecome
the ‘Indtan plan for Indian fndependence and real self-determination.

Baxix For A Joint Front

The Communist Party would popularise an widely as it can, the follow-
Ing measures as an eminently just basis for such a Joint Front :

* (1) Acceptance of the right of self-deter including ston,
by redrawing the boundarfes of Irovinces on a truly national basis und pute
tng the fssue of separation or unlon to the verdict of the people, on the
basly of adult franchise.

P (2) Agreement (o face the British Government Jointly in the Cons-
titutlon-making Body for the declaration of independence, withdrawal of
Hritish troops, and the States’ representation to be through the elected
Fepresentatives of the people and not the autocratic Princes,

India Is on the brink of a precipice where Indla’s foremost leaders are
rngaged In & politleal see-saw whose logleal end leads to the pit of the
new Imperialist Brithh plan and hell for the common people.

Our Party was the first to forecast the British plan ; our Parly was the
only ene to forewarn against the compromising and factional policy the
leaderships of the Congress and the  Lrague were following which alone
could give the Bntsh a chance fo act the arbitrators of ovur destiny.,

We are today at the last stage of the tragie tale and all our eforts are
dirceted to rousing the common peaple to see that the Indian political le
Ship does nog surrender 1o the
instead.

aders
British plan but formulates an Indlan plan

To surrender to the Tiritish Plan as inevitable would be a double-guliit,
It would stopthe hattle for Independence and start the war among brothers,

The neat few davy will finally and formally disclose which way the
Congress and League lraders go.

AS We g0 to press an A I L mewage reports that the Congress Working
Committee Js moving towards acceptance of the British plan. The League
leaderahip has heen waiting for the Congress. The worst has happened.
But 1t Is only the st step which if not decistvely checked will he fol-
by A series of such steps UL the wh
tion,

e Urithh plan comes Inta

Al the cflorts of the Communist Party will he directed to rousing the
comunon people against the Nritish plan and fur an Indian plan

They alone can save the situation and they will get thelr chance over
and over again, against the retention of the Bntish troops, agalnst the
Inclusion of the Frinces, agatnat Intriguing with the Iirithsh for or agalnat
Kroups. against using Lord Wavell to get the bLetter of each other in the
Interim Government, and for building a jomnt front against the Nritish for
real power,

The same spirtt that stiered Bombay citizens hoth Hindus and Muslims
to Save the LN ratings, the same passton that s making the people of
Rashmir fiKht with their backs tu the wall, s needed all over. A new phase
tn Indian freedom struggle has begun,

' People's Age
June 23, 1946

71



