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British masters of the situa-

After three months of haggling, which have expos- ..
od Dritish claim)s )«\:f s‘u{)cerity but proved their imperial Lion. VOL. V. No. 1, SUNDAY, JULY 7, 1946 As. 3
Jstuteness, which have rou;(hvt‘ no honour to Indian Responsibili
hy.y.dcrshlp, but only the lhumlllulwn ol one  DBritish p Slblllly Cf AlCC just basis  that the Muslim confidence in vested interests
award after another, whichhave produced in our free- bIlAIL“ unprecedented - responsi- - masses will sce through the and burcaucracy, while - dis-
ﬂunvluving pcapl(l the mood of cynicism or disust, the P }’l“r;:‘L\' on the AICC, It tacties of lh.elr_ own reaction- couraging and repressing  the
\ry is faced with a critical choice. 5 leac m.!d not be led by ary leadership in relying upon misscs.
country 15 185 the Working Committee, 1t has  the British, and the Congress  All this —must  immediately
Vg Congress  leadership by —— - — to save the Conpress from fall- will be able to get their sup- ccuse if the new forces  rising
has  decided to go into Ingz into the Drite trap It port over the heads of their to challenge imperialism are to
the British-manufactured ". C ',('ﬂ’li has to direcet how o force Indian own leaders, if they resist. be united in a single battle.
e freedom out of British hands If the Congress can combine  Every ald and encourngement

mmutkm-mnklng Body “with
riew to framing the constitu-
n of a free, united and de-
«cratic India.” (Working Com-
itee Resolution).
poes the British plan provide
. realising these historic na-
nal aims, or is the Congress
dership going into an impe-
List trap ?

There Is every reason to be
itremely  critical of this
(eadership whose long record
of 25 years has been one
indless series of nursing illu-
dons that have always burst,
Jf struggles that have failed
fespite more and more mil-
lions that have rallied behind
the Congress, despite greater
nd greater urge for freedom
in our country.

#hen the British plan is pro-
«d to be accepted, it is not
¢ desire and words of the
ders that  matter, but the
sis of the British-offered Con-
Ition-making Body, for that
e is real.

The simple question to be pos-
and answered in terms of
¢ Cabinet Mission's basic dec-
ration of May 16 and the nu-
erous letters  exchanged |ls:
ave the British opened the
te of their Indlan prison-
yuse or only set a new trap ba-
re the Indian leadership?

. Indian Independence
In the British plan there Is
ither immediate nor future
dependence. To call a Consti-
tion-making Body sovereign
at Is not based on a prior
claration of independence I
misuse words.

In words it is glorified as
wnstituent Assembly, but in
ntent it is the 1948 version of
I 1930 Round Table Confer-
ite with the British represcn-
ltives staying behind the cur-
and the Indo-British treaty
ing subject to sanction by the
fitish Government.

This is the way to make an-
other Egypt, another Iraq out
of our country, and the frick
‘l’o deny us national indepen-
ence,

Indian Unity
The greatest song is sung
wut Indian unity having been
ved, while the truth is that
<an disunity has been per-
‘iated and intensified.
During the time of our fathers,
mrate electorate was the
Atish trick to keep us divided
«4 prevent a jolnt front
ninst themselves; it has been
srked out today again in the
™ of separate groups to in-
asity old communal differences
‘d start new national conflicts.

All that has been provided
for is the military unity which
the British need to prepare
for a third world war, and
What has been sacrificed is the
Political and economic unity
of India which the common
people need.

- Indian Democracy

Indian Princes have been
A‘;.nrcd ‘independent’ and dov2-
;gl;!nmlo the Indla of British

Ihc British plan is to use
',é? 585 Indian autocrats,
L4n8 13 of our territory
"-_w‘ of our people. as a coun-
oWeight against Indian de-
¢y, 8s traditional British
i F holding the decisive ba-
an or their British masters,
ni

a divide o
dia d and weaken

After p

a andit Nehru's humi-

kf:;l’nl("r“ Kashmir, there is no
t for carlier easy opti-

o that it must accept today what s ALL, POWER TO THE CONS-

self-determina- must be given to people’s move-

It can do 50 only if it ealls acceptance of
mism, viz, that “after dealing for @ deeisive break  from the ton topether with prompt mea- ment in cvery State in thelr
with the British we will deal compromising policy and  dls- Sures by the Congress Minis- fight for popular representa-
with the Princes.” ruptive tactles that the Con- tries for the abolition of land- Lion, - responsiblo Goverr;{mep:l,
api

Jordism and ending profiteering, and sclf-determination.
it will not only rouse the com- development of the States' pco-
mon Mussalmans, allay their ples' movement will not only
susplcions about Hindu capltal- expand and strengthen our free-
ism within the Congress but dom movement but knock down
make it difficult for the Mus- the central pillar of the British

gress leadership has been pur-
sulng so far.

It must call for moblilisation
of Indian strength and stop all
talk of British sincerity.

It is in the States that the
British are creating the new
material means to stay in In-
dia. State armies are being
trained and strengthened,

new cantonments ‘and air- It must call the people into
T i bt 7 lim feudal landlord leadership plan.
l;g,%;s o;:‘:lv\ved :.sn “Tod TYM action. It must give quit or- within the League itself to es- Simllarly —every encourare-
starte’d r ndustries  ders to the British rulers and cape unity. ment must be given to the m
Theé, Brilish: proposdi :l““l'ng"("P“"““""" for the “"Pphe Birlas have got to be struggles of the workers .
imperiatist eo P ,NS“ o m‘, ‘"; nal bidifor power: thrown out of the Congress fold peasants for their immed
t,hepl dc~ a3 nsp: rngy agains The issue is grave beyond befored expecting the common demands. The Ministries shc
' “d 1&0“ ;"C‘-’ of our coun- words. Mussalmans to sec that the mot-be a party to repres:
ry and the future of our peo- Ispahanis and the Noons are thelr struggles. On the ot

Will the oldest and greatest
of our freedom organisations
lead the battle for frecdom or
will its leaders walk into the im-

It will be the bounden duty of perialist trap at the cost of In-
the AICC to ask the leadership, dian independence and the Im-
@ Where have the British quit mediate future of our freedom

India ? movement ?

also thrown out of the Leaguz hand they must support n
fold. intiative for mass demands
The most important Issue Besldes they must take
facing our freedom movement mediate measures guarante
and which the British are better standard of life, oe
able to exploit to stay longer housing and soclal services
in our land is the controversy the workers. They must
. the peasant in his fignt ag?
landlord oppression and fam
they must give him fallow 1
irrigation facilitles and
nounce moratorium on all
| sant debts.
t Such a policy would lin
I the cntire mass of workers
peasants and common pt
|1 against the British plan,

le. Maulana Azad, however,
as declared that they mark a
“decisive step towards our goal.”

* All Power To The ‘Constituent Assembly
% Unequivocal Declaration Of Self-Determination!

% All Support To People’s Struggles!

freedom's battle.

e o .
and ‘partition’ Against Compremising

over ‘union’

How are you not going into
® the British Lrap?g : All quer To Either the Congress solves the Policy
@ How are the Cabinet Mis- Constituent Assembly problem in a democratic man-
sion’s proposals any differ- Tne very basis of the British-  ReT OF the British exploit it The chlef responsibility for
% ¥ for disruptive purposes. fichting against the British

ent from the Cripps' proposals made Constitution-making Body

of 1942 except that some de- must be challenged ang thé

tails have been fllled in ? British plan blown sky high.

@ Is the Congress weaker in ~The very first thing the Con-
1946 than it was in 1942 gregs delegation should demand

When the Congress offers liv- plan inside the Congress and for
ing cvidence of democratic eco- & pollecy of encouraging mass
nomic rehabilitation in the in- struggles lies on the Left ele-
terest of the common people, ments., The Left clements stand
both Hindu and Muslim, then for no compromise. They sec
it will be able to plead with through the diabolical British
Justice and chances of success plan. They  see how  the
that Planning, Customs, cle, temper of our people 157
should be all-Indin  subjeets to Tising. will they  muster
arry out bold and big plans of suflicient clarity and courage to

¢ TITUENT ASSEMBLY, s0 that
trust Britlsh ypdian independence s recog-
your states- pised to begin with, its struc-
come tyre bujlt through the Assem-

it then rejected ?
@ How can we

sincerity and
manship when you have

back empty-handed, without ply so that its reality emeries i
even an Interim Government? gu"t of n% Tl[wy musl) demand: War against  poverty,  disease '*',‘;""‘I"‘ and fight  for a  policy
There will be no straight an- () Tinmediate recognition and ignorance. ;: veh alone  saves  national
swer from the Congress leader- of complete independence. anune e based on just demo-
ship ?”c::xust; there ,cnr‘\cbcgn;;f;f» (i) Withdrawal | of British All Support To e x;)r.{:}lxlxs_;xlpxlk)-rdl;r.(.;rd ecores
¢ fundamental issuc is Sim- yroops within six monfhs. ' actical platform  for the
ple and straight. The Congress- {_'1“7 ma’; refusal to let the People’s Struggles . ’r:"-‘(tv bhase ..ol our . frecdos-

leadership wants to give a trial princes come into the Consti- The Conkress leadership has Mmovement ? ) )
to the Britiss imperial  plan tytion-making Body. Only clect- trimmed its sails for compro- By holdly advocating rejee-
which must be decisively Te- od representatives of the States' mise with the imperialist plan  tion of the plan, taking lead-
of slavery and division precisely ership of the growing strug-

jected, lock, stock and barrel.  people can represent them.
s(iv) Transfer of power to a

free Provisional Government.
*(v) Settlement of  Sterling

Balances within six months.

If the British refuse, the

Confusing Basic Issues

Every effort will be made by
the leadership to confuse the

basic issues along following
lines : Constitution - making Body

*(1) Virtues of non-violence should be broken up and the
will be sung and dangers of vio- country called upon to prepare
lence pointed out to prove thut for the final struggle.
as much as was peacefully pos-  Such a step will expose the
sible has been achieved.” This British plan to the whole world

leads stralght to the 25-year old and bring the British face to
but long discarded concept of face with our irreconcilable
Swaraj by stages. alm. If they dare refuse they

*(2) Acceptance of the British take its own conscquences but
lan will be veiled as saving In- will not get the chance to act
dia from partition. the arbiters of our destiny.

The League put forward the .
atroclously unjust demand of Declaration of

six provinces. Should not the . .
Congress have taken the initia- Self - Determination
tive to declare acceptance of The Congress should call

just ba- upon the League for co-opera-
sis? tion In the above demands for
The League leadership played immediate power and offer
for British favours by declaring guarantecs for the rule of jus-
for Dominion Status, agreeing tice in our land based on peo-
to kcep the British army and ple's will, and recalising people’s
offering good trade to the Bri- welfare.
tish rulers. Is League Jeaders'  To inspire confidence In all
toadyism any justifietfon  for communities, above all among
the Congress putting recogni- Muslims, and  open the  pros-
tion of independence and trans- pects of a joint front for a
fer of power in the background? joint struggle the Congress must
Both weakened on inde- declare for unconditional ac-
pendence against the British, centance of the right of self-
the League leadership went determination. -including seces-
all out to get partition through sion, on the basis of just na-

self-determination on a

British aid and the Congress tional boundaries of every In-
to save unitv of India the dian nationality.
Only when the Congress

same way. The competition ) Eress
for British favour made the puls ils case on an entirely

when the stage in India
for a long-drawn out and f
battle against an  imperialist
rule and its unendurable  ex-
ploitation.

The cvents of the

past few

!
months offer an ~ indlcation of L

the rising temper of the Indian
people.

The INA strikes, the RIN

mutiny, the strikes of the police manding the
and military personnel, the gi- back and

gles,
ance
Left

and unecquivocal accept-,
of self-determination, the
. clements can fight poli-
tical compromise and disrup-
tion and rescue the country's
honour.

aunch Country - Wide
Campaign

The present  policy of  com-
people  to  hold

trust the leaders

gantic strike-wave that is swee- should be reversed by a coun-

ping across India
tens of thousands

tion and poverty, the
battles of the
Jandlord oppression, and finally
the outburst of the States pco-
ples’ discontent in States
Kashmir, where the entire peo-
ple is in revolt, clearly prove
that a big upsurge s on and if

the Congress but wills to unite faced our freedom
it the entire force of our peo- has to be avolded,
in a finad banned from
compromising policy.

ple can be thrown
battle against imperialism.
But instead the Congress

leadarship pursues a policy of our freedom movement

like ®

and throws try-wide campaign calling upon
of workers the people to use
into the fight agdinst exploita- limbs against their
growing oppressors and for a better life
casants against for themselves.

their own
immediate

All the forces of our peo-
ple must be released and thus
preparations for the final bid
for power set afoot on just
and abiding foundations.
The gravest danper that ever

movement
the leaders
pursuing  ther
opportunity of
Is

The greatest

discouraging mass actions and fore us to win immediate inde-

people’s struggles in its hunt pendence of our

for compromise

rialism.

It discourages the bie strug-
gles of the States peoples

are breaking out and only makes happiness or misery.
the Princes feel safe about their or surrender.
the Congress will cost the en-

autocratic regime.

Its Ministers” invariably range tire country dear

3 ) country and

with impe- build a prosperous future  for
our people.

The altermatives are: honour

that or dishonour, hberty or slavery.

strugpie
A wrong step by

The right -

themselves agalnst workers' and one will open the road to power

peasants’ mass actlon,

inspire and vrosoerity



Communist Resolution For Constituent Assembly

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDERuE

INTERIM GOVT. TO ASSUME FULL POWERS

Call To Resist Imperialist Attempts To Thwart People’s Will
Settle Pakistan Issue By Democratic Vote On Basis Of National Self-Determination

(The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India, now in session in
Bombay, has adopted the following resolution for the Constituent Assembly, to
be introduced by its representative Somnath Lahiri)

1. This Constituent Assembly, expressing the will of the
Indian people to be free and independent from the yoke of Impe-
rialism, hereby solemnly declares India to be an independent
country. It declares that, whether in British India or In the
States, it is the people who are sovereign and all authority shall
henceforth be derived from them.

Provisional Government

2. This Constituent Assembly calls upon the Indlan mem-
bers of the Interim Government, who, as the nominees of the
two main popular parties and of the minoritles, together enjoy
the support of the overwhelming majority of our people, to act
as the Provisionnl Government of India and to function hence-
forth in the name of the Indian people and not as hitherto in
the name of the British King-Emperor.

All powers so far exercised by the British Government, the
King-Emperor, the Viceroy and the Governors over the Indian
Provinces as well as the powers of paremountcy exercised by the
Viceroy over the Indian States are herewith ended.

Freedom And Independence

3. Asserting the freedom and indcpendence of the coun-
try, the Provisional Government shall at once proceed to fulfil
the following tasks :

1 Take immediate steps to effect the withdrawal of all Bri-
tish troops, as their retention on Indlan soil is incompatible
with Indian sovereignty, and to secure the withdrawal of Indian
troops outside India as their remaining in other lands is incon-
sistent with India's policy of peace and freedom for all nations.
> Take over all banks, industrial and transport concerns, plan-
™~ tations, mines, etc., owned by British capital and nationalise
them.
3 Take steps to secure international recognition for the free

Provisional Government and to enter into diplomatic rela-
tions with other countries on the basis of equality.
<], Negotiate a treaty with Britaln on the basls of the recogni-

tion of Indian independence, equality and mutual co-opera-
tion.

Programme Of Procisiénal Goct.

4. This Constituent Assembly calls upon the Provisional
Government, to carry through the following programme for the
realisation of independence, thus creating conditions for the
framing of a democratic constitution :

*(1) Conversion and expansion of the present Indlan Army,
Navy and Air Force into a real National Army, com-
manded, officered and manned by Indlans, owing allegi-
ance to the people and to the cause of Indian inde-
pendence,

*(i) Full restoration and extension of civil liberties. No
police or military interference against workers' strikes
for better wages and living conditions, no suppression
of peasant actions against landlords and hoarders. Full
support to all mass demonstrations against imperialist
que; full support to the struggle of the peoples of the
States for democracy and freedom.

*(l1) Adoption of urgent interim measures to afford relief
to the toiling masses—

(2) Immediate handing over of all fallow land of
the Government and the landlords to the landless pea-
sants, reduction of rents and moratorium on debts, pro-
hibition of all evictions and levy of a stecply-graded
agricultural income-tax pending abolition of land-
lordism.

(b) Immediate cnactrgent of legislation enforcing
a minimum’living wage, thé recognition of tradc unions,
and the penalisation of defaulting capitalists.

(c) Import of capital goods for a planned expan-
sion and reconversion of industries to supply the urgent
needs of the people.

(d) Control of profits to ensure supply of goods
at cheap prices to the people.

This Constituent Assembly declares that all Army, Police and
Civilian officers hereafter owe allegiance only to the Indian peo-
ple and their representatives, and calls upon them to ubey and
carry out the orders of the Provisional Government in pursu-
ance of the above programme.

It calls upon the pcople to be vigilant and report acts of in-
transigence and sabotage carried out by bureaucrats and officials
in the interest of their former masters so that such cases arc
speedily exposed and the culprits punished.
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irrespective of caste and creed, to stand behind the Pro
Govirnment in the fulfilment of these taeks ane in oosar

Sovereign Constituent Assembly

5. The Provisional Government backed by the entire people
In revolt shall proceed to convene a soverelgn and democratie
Constituent Assembly, based on adult sufTrage, proportional re-
presentation and the sclf-determination of nuatlonal units,

Palkistan And Indian Unity

8. Differences between the Indlan Natlonal Congress and
the All-India Muslim League on the question of Indian unity
and Pakistan should be resolved by the vote of the people
through the democratic application of the principle of natlonal
self-determination in the following manner @

*(1) The setting up of a Boundary Commission which pro-
ceeds immedlately to redemarcate the existing Provinces and
States, so that each such redemarcated unit, together with the
contiguous States or parts of States, forms the unified homeland
of a linguistically and culturally homogeneous people, and Indla
is regrouped in national units such as Kerala, Karnatak, Andhra-
desh, Tamilnad, Maharashtra, Gujerat, Rajasthan, Hindustan,
Bihar, Orissa, Bengal, Assam, Sindh, Baluchistan, the Punjab,
Pathanland and Kashmir,

* (i) The recognition of the right of self-determination for
Provinces redistributed as new national units by the Boundary
Commission. The people of ecach such unit (and to begin with,
the people of the redemarcated Provincial part thercof) will have
the unfettered right of self-determination, Le, the right to de-
cide by the plebiscite of the entire adult population, whether
they will join the Indian Union or form a separate State. S8uch
plebiscites will be taken, wherever demanded, before a Union
Constitution is actually framed.

The endeavour of the soverelgn Constituent Assembly should
be to create a free Indian Union of national democratic repub-
lics—in which each constituent national republic will be free,
equal and sovereign, and will have the right to secede,

The Indian States

7. The Constituent Assembly declares that the retentlon of
584 feudal autocrats ruling over one-third of the country is com-
pletely inconsistent with the principles of democracy, and ce-
mands that popular interim governments be formed at once in
each one of these States; each of these governments should eall a
Constituent Assembly based on adult suffrage and proportional
representation, to establish a democratic constitution and to
decide the future status of the Ruler.

The same Constituent Assembly should elect delegates to the
all-India Constituent Assembly, .

The people of every State shall decide by a plebiscite, whe-
ther the State as a whole or its corresponding parts, as the case
may be, merge with the adjoining Provinee inhabited by the
people of the same nationality.

Fundamental Rtights

8. This Constituent Assembly declares that the recognition
of the following Fundamental Rights and Principles should be
the basis of the constitution {frumed by the sovereign Constituent
Assembly, convened as above ;

*({» Right to bear arns.

*(1) Land to the tillers. Abolijion of landlordism and all In-
termediary interests between the tiller and the State.

*(ili) Right to work, ensured by rapid and all-round indus-
trialisation and nationalisation of all key industries, big
plantations, mines, means of transport and communi-
cation,

*(iv) 8-hour day. 40-hour week, guarantee of living wage,
ecqual pay for cqual insurance against unemploy-
ment, sickness and old decent h ing for all em-
ployces and other mewsures of social security, free com-
pulsory cducation for ull, equal rights for women.

*(vi Right of association and organisation, right to strike,
right of frecdom of Press and specch.

*(vi) Rights of Minorities :

- - All Interspersed minoritles in the new national
units formed will have the rights regarding their lan-
guage, education and culture guaranteed by statute,
whose infringement would be punishuable by law.

- All disabillties, privileges and  discrimination
(such as untouchability) bascd on caste, ruce or com-
munity shall be abolished by statute, whose infringe-.
ment would be punishable by law.

= In order to ensure that all communitics and poli-

tical parties get their due representation fn all legisla-
tive, administrative and cxccutive organs the voting in
all elections would be by adult suffrage and joint clec-
torate with proportional representation.

-— Rapid advancement of backward  communities
and tribes in cconomic welfare, education and culture
50 as to bring them to the level of the rest of the popu-
Iation, must be the first charge on all governments and
administrative organs.

9. This Constituent Assembly calls upon the Indlan people,
sionul

o

of
their Declaration of Independence to resist unitedly all atte
of the Imperialists to thwart the people's will, ¥ mpts
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otiations For

Setuement OF Sterling Balances

BRITISH BID TO GAIN STRANGLEKOLD
OVER IRDIA’S EGONORMY

Bait Of Capital Goods To Win Over Indian Industrialists

Indo-British negotiations for the settlement of In-
dia's s!erlmg balances will soon be under way. A Bri-
tish mission is v\pcch-d here in the middle of this
month to initiate preliminary talks with the Finance
Department and the Reserve Bank of India. Will these
negotiations result in a complete, free and speedy pay-
ment of all our balances?

even to secure industrial part-

nerships at favourable terms

to Hritish capital.

This has already been  scen
in the recent pact with Argen-
tine, where Britaln refused
even to open the issue of ster-
ling balances till the future of
British-owned raillways in Ar-
gentine and the future of meat
supplies to Britain were consi-
dered a part of the negotlations
and ensured as a part of the
final upshot.

Vantage Points

As the London Economist, or-
gan of - British imperialism,
frankly admitted on September
21:

UR total eredits lying with

Britain today amount to

nearly Rs 1,620 crores,
having been reduced during the
last few months by over Rs. 100
crores on account of large pur-
chases of looderains for India
in L)w sterling arcas and mainly
s by Indians
nd of British
ICI and the

O
(w)mp‘mws like the
Dunlop.

‘I'nese balances have accumu-
lated because, durir the wav,
Britain (orcibly squeezed out of
India, without payment, a large
amount ol goods and services,
inflicting huge  privations and
crifices on .
Today they have great import.
ance for us. We have all along
been pressing for complete and
full payment of the entire ba-
lanees and also for their conver-
tibality into dollars.

oI Is no secret that the Argentine
Government wished to first ach
agreement on thelr  sterling ' ba-
lances, leaving the other two ques-
tions for separate discussion, and
only the lhrl‘.ll -0( final ruplun'

S.

cd them that the nr(lhh)vltwpnlnl

was one of principle an of

mete Darsalning scpedicncy

In the case of India too, the
same game is being tried, and
the hold over sterling balances
is being exploited for the *“prin-
ciple” of cnsuring British hold
over Indian economy.

Sir T. Ainscough,
Trade Commissioner for India,
frankly narrated the vantage
points British capitalists possess

Anglo-U.S. Conspiracy

Dut having kept them out of
our reach all through the war,
British imperialism is still de-
nying us their benefits. It has
been planning shame-facedly to
write off the whole or a part of
these balances and also opposing
any demand for their converti-
bility into dollars.

An Anglo-American joint
conspiracy was hatched in July

ex-British

Iast to wipe out the sterling over Indian capitalists, while
debts.  As a part of the terms addressing a mecting of British
of the Anglo-American Loan capitalists in March 1945:

Agreement,  both  British and “....Glving full welght to our

American Governments  agreed “"‘l‘,"‘l‘;n exyerience (of Indlan (rade
between themselves  that Eng-  iry, onr Vested Interests in the mats
land’s accumulated  debts  in  ket, our unrivalled  business
each country  be divided into tacts, and the reputation to wnich
three eategorles:

v Part to be paid  immedi-

ately;
Part to be released slow-
ly in instalments  begin-
ing in 1951;
31 Part to be written off.
The scttlement with the cre-
ditor countries, depending upon
the “circumstances  of  cach
country,” was decided to be at-
tained on the above lines with-
in one year of the ratification

of the Anglo-American  Agree-
ment.

Mr. Fred Vinson. the then
Sceretary to the United  States

Treasury, even hinted that de-
finite proportions had actually
been agreed for the three cate-
rories into which the  balances
were to be divided.

Plain Denial

. .ln any case, through this
Jvint  agreement the fate of
these poor countries like India
wias meant to be sealed and
the arrangement was a plain
denial of all we had  heen
rightfully demanding,

The amount to be  paid im-
mediately was not expected to
be much.  As the  Birla-owned

Eastern Economist wrote on Ja-
nuary 11, 1946:

“The part that §s (o be released.
thercfore,  cannot be a  very large
amount.

In accordance with the above
agreement, Britain is now plan-
ning necotiations with the cre-
ditor countries, with  a view to
implement reed terms”  and
to decide upon the proportions
of balanees to be allocated to the
various categories

But the fact that Rritain s
the debtor countrs and holds
the sterling balances is being
exploited by her not only to
seale down the debts or fund
them over a long period, but
to gain  all-round  economic
and trade concessions, and

by

must now be added  advantages
from our debtor position (emphasis
mine—r.K.G.) it Is surely not too
much to hopr India may once agaln
become our greatest export
et.”

And the whole course of the
negotlations of the present mis-
slon is frankly outlined by the

l' Prem Sagar Gupta

London Times in an cditorial
on December 24:
h( United Kln:d delegation

e expected lo make the must
T the fact (hat (he halances
brimarily (he Guicame of the auite
abnormal and  Inflated  conditions
during the war. The Indlan experis
for thelr part will be anxious to en-
sure the maximum release  of h
balances in to  finance the

industrial development planned for
the new India.
“It Is not unreasonable to hope

that these two viewpoints are not

divided hy a gap so wldt as to pre-

clude agreement long-term

Spread of repayments of the dehis

The Hindu of November 21,
quotes a  Britlsh  Treasury
spokesman as having emphasis-
ed that:

“Dritain would Insist upon scal-
ing down, and that Interest on ba-
lances would be no higher than one-
hail of one per cent and lastly that
the ent of capital would
strictly controlled, speclal
belng granted subject to Britlin cur-
rency interests.”

Bait Of Capital Goods)
Thus the British game clearly
is to gain the following points
on pain of complete repudiation
of the sterling balances:
*Sccure a considerable scal-

ing_down;

*Fund the rest over a long
period;

*Secure participation for
British capital in  Indian in-
dustrics.

And today there is real dan-
ger of the British game succed-
ing. Indian industrialists have
made immense profits  during
the war and have today at their
disposal huge funds sceking im-

January 12,

permits ¢

mediate investment. They are
dying to get a supply of capital
goods, whatever httle they can.

It is this very bait of supply

of capital goods that Britain
is offering to the Indian in-
dustrialists  with a view to

achieve Ity avowed objectives.
As a result  of the Anglo-
Amcrican Loan Agreement, by
refusing to allow sterling to be
converted Into dollars,
has already assumed the position

of a monopolist supplier of capl- ¢

tal goods to Indian industrial-
Ists.

By refusing to release any ca-
pital goods, Britain trying to
force Indin into an acceeptance
ol its own terms.

Industrialists’ Game |,

The Indian industrialisty too
are alrcady succumbing to Bri-
tish pressure.

@ ehind the back of the Indlan
people, Indian — capitalists,  hke
Birka, Tata, Iirachs
and numetous others,
entered anto shameful

with British R
i

sh n .
lonti on u’ mc Indian market
™Y Their spokesmen like A, D. Shrofl
tone of the  signatories to the
Dombay Plan) and nhen-

e dia (former head of the Indin Pur-

have
ceptance
grounds of

already publicly urged the
u.xlmg down on the

of
expedicncy
hie Indian bourgeorsic s keeping

and

n

quiet over the
nationalising

issue of buying off
British inve
British
ed and refuse
supphes ca
of ther
even publicly
ot British investments in India
G D't has deckred
“I do not believe this (Le. Rritish
capital) will he expropriated.
The British firms will carry on
Bulas mouthpiece,  the
Economist, e
o British India,
WanLng us

; n
hiquidation

somchow
“the whole

disre
nsxet.

thi
of the sterling nmmm i therefore ()

be easily wiped oul” in the process
@ Home of ‘the Indian industriatists
are n 250 times the

nominal vi for Dritish  com-
anies wanting 1o sell their assets
ndla all with a view to gaon perso-
nal pront. In such cases,  of course,

People's Age

Britain '

they do not cven smind the senon
depletion their dealings  might ¢
in | the sterlng bulances,  for whic.
otherwise they show such u big con
cern

Thus
"

the Indlan  Industrialists
ted hy sellish  Interests o
n profits in the near future, are
planning complete  hetrayal ol
national iInterests.
their  representatives,
ustrialists will bring stron,
Interim Government
i
again:
of the tndian and bt
d Interests that the Interin
nt supported by the mass ol

th

Through
nd

re a

d
i Wit ‘T neRebiate
P e e agree
Siing down or to use the na-
els oo wasteful way

should

vest-

Ahe

ute, and

ihe hrnu

1 nees may not b

v rhng anvestment
are within our h and hke what
the USA. or has done, they

be

should bought off

part piyment ol

stop hupe  annual
dram ot oo’ from Induis by way
nt s1oMs and home charg

That will cAanhsh Indian. ows

and control over important and b.
Indian indbstries,  coal, jute  and
plantations.

For the rest of the balances,  the
Interun . Government should  use  In-
di s ceonomic sanelions  (our  posi-
ton an Hotsh tade, ete) to foree

mto a full payment to us in

1t
i tm of capital goods,
ate of pavment or |IW numbm

of, Listaimicnts . whielh
pavtent  should  be may
negottted with Britamn

o
countries
Jrom India's point of v
d be given to the type of mact
cquited for the establishme:
vy industry

!

tism
industr,
ists ay to uum
full

the Wi
and hed

Tn..l is the only
payment of our bal
for the development ol b \
VvV oindustries in India
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come into existence,

N the other hand the up-
per-classes, rich and selfish
elements among them, have
all along striven through the
polsonous weapon of preaching
communal hatred, through re-
llance upon British imperialism,
to disrupt the natural process
of unity of the exploited Muslim
masses with their non-Muslim
| brethren, they have stood in the
way of building the joint free-
dom front of all Indians, have
3 | fostered separatism among the
; Muslim masses,
t The progressive forces have

not been strong enough to de-
feat this policy.

Sovereign People’s
Republic

The sixty-elght million Mus-
1im and non-Muslim inhabitants
of Pakistan, like the rest of In-
dians desire independence, ie.,
complete liberation from the
yoke of British imperialism.
They would like to be rid for
ever from all domination direct
or indirect of their hated ensla-
vers—the British imperialists.

In 1937, the Muslim League
adopted the creed of “full inde-
pendence” in place of ‘responsi-
ble Government under the acgis
of British Crown’. In the famous
Pakistan resolution of 1940, they
declared for the establishment
| of a “Sovereign State.”

They did so because they be-
lieved, rightly, that within the
orbit of the British Empire,
the enemy of so many Asian
peoples, full freedom was not
possible.

Yet voices are being raised to-
; day in sections of the League
r leadership which want the Mus-

—

lims to believe that ‘Dominion
Status' Is as good as sovereign
existence. Attlee has openly cx-
pressed the hope that both
! India and Pakistan might choose

to remain within the Empirce—
now re-named Commonwealth
of Nations.

Who does not know that this
Commonwealth is & misnomer
to hide the ugly face of British
imperialist  domination? - That
remaining within the Empire,
cven though as an ‘independent’

On the 15th of August, the new State of Pakistan will

The hopes and aspirations of millions of Indian Mus-
salmans, specially those living in Muslim majority areas,
which constitute Pakistan, are bound with Pakistan. Com-
mon Muslims have believed that their desire to be frce and
independent, their will to build democracy, their longing
to live a life of happiness, prosperity and of civilised and
cultured existence in the land of their birth would be pos-
sible through the establishment of Pakistan. °

Dominion, means, political, eco-
nomic and military commit-
ments, dragging of our people
into the camp of world reaction
and creating in the path of
their new life barriers of rapa-
cious monopoly capitalism and
colonialism?

Therefore, it is necessary
that the very first act of the
Pakistan Constituent Assembly
should be the declaration that
Pakistan shall be an indepen-
dent Sovereign Republic—out-
side the British Empire, and
not a Dominion within it.
However, this is not enough.

The people of Pakistan have to
be eternally vigilant and see
that their independent State
does not become ‘independent’
on the Egyptian, Transjordanian
or the Iraq model.

There are clements In Paki-
stan, life-long toady feudalists,
who, with independence on their
lips, would—like the Nokrashys,
the Abdullas and the Nurial
Saids—be hand in glove with
the imperialist enslavers, would
be their humble servitors, would
be willing to sell their people
and their freedom for ignoni-
mous self-interest and filthy
lucre.

Pakistan should be an inde-
pendent People’s Rcepublic in
the real meaning of the phrase
where the people shall be sov-
ercign and from where all traces
of direct or indirect imperialist
control shall have been wiped

out.

It is important that a clear
declaration is made of the
foreign policy which the Paki-
stan Government will pursue,
Mr. Jinnah'’s recent statement

supporting the Indonesian peo-
ple’s battle against Anglo-Ame-
rican-Dutch imperialism  is a
welcome first step. But a cate-
gorical assurance is nccessary
that Pakistan will always sup-
port the peoples of any part of
the world struggling to free
themselves of imperialist chalins,
and, in UNO and other Counclls
of the world, will oppose the
direct and indirect attempts of
world imperialism to spread its
domination,

Pakistan And The

Princes
A necessary corollary of the
declaration that  Pakistan is
an independent sovereign Re-
public and not a stooge domi-
nation of the so-called British
Commonwealth is a  reversal

of the present attitude of the

League leadership towards the

Indian States.

No one in our country has ever
‘had any doubts about the role
the Indian Princes have play-
ed as British imperialism’'s
agents nor about the abominable
conditions in which the 83 mil-
lion States’ peoples have had to
live.

And yet the League leaders
have stated repeatedly that the
Pakistan Government Wwill res-
pect the right of the Princes to
“independence” and will not to-
lerate any “interference” in the
internal affairs of the States.

Such a policy means in
practice supporting both the
plans of British imperialism
to maintain bases on Indian
territory and the continued
slavery of the States' peoples.

The leaders of the League
must categorically declare that
they stand for the ending of

autocracy and fully support the
States’ peoples' struggles for
Responsible Government and for
their free and unfettered right
to-decide thelr own future.

Power Must Vest
In People
To ensure that the

PEQPLE shall be so-
in Pakistan,

vereign

that power shall vest
in them and that
they shall rule, it is
necessary that the
constitution of Pa-

kistan should be Bas-
ed upon firm demo-
cratic principles.

1t is necessary, in this respect
for popular opinion and the de-
mocratic will of the common
citizen in Pakistan to assert it-
self, becausc the Constituent
Assembly of Pakistan, as of In-
dia, has not been elected
through adult suffrage, because
it is communally divided, be-
cause it is overweighted with
landlords, Princes’ representa-
tives and other rcactionary ele-
ments.
However, democratic opinlon
can influence the representatives
of the main political parties of
Pakistan—the League and the
Congress—whose members sit in
the Constituent Assembly.
Above all, the principle of
people's sovereignty must ex-
press itself through the pro-
vision that election to the fu-
ture Pakistan Parliament shall
be through adult suffrage:
that it shall be direct; that the
curse of communal electorate
shall be done away with for
good and its place shall be

-
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Fing

taken b_y joint electorates and

proportional representation.

Adult suffrage and joint elec-
torates would ensure pcople's
sovereipnty and growth of com-
monness; while proportional re-
presentation would ensure that
cach body of organised publlc
opinfon Is reflected in the Sup-
reme Parliament of the Pakistan
Unlon.

The Communist Party warns
the people in Pakistan that re-
actlonury elements would assall
these democratic  principles in
many ways and under diverse
pleas. The danger through com?
munalism is the greatest.

In order to keep up separatism
-—which ensures domination of
renctionaries by splitting  the
nol. only communal
otates mipght be perpetuat-
but further new “cominuni-
" might be given the right to
ntutives on a com-

introduce indirect elections—
thus weakening  direct popular
control over clections.

Proportional representation
might be rejected on some spe-
cious plea. Sccond Chambers,
extraordinary powers to Gov-
ernors or the President are all
so many mecthods whereby the
upper-classes check and control
full fledged democracy.

The common people in Paki-
stan must see that the Pakistan
Constituent Assembly adopts a
constitution which is truly demo-
cratic and where the people's
will Is capable of being expressed
and exercised without any let or
hinderance.

Minority
Rights

Mr. Jinnah and other Muslim
League leaders have given state-
ments wherein they have declar-
ed that minorities in Pakistan
nced have no fear; there shall
be no discrimination against
them and they shall enjoy full
rights of citizenship in Pakistan.
It has been declared, further,
that their religious and cultural
rights shall be protected. If
these principles are adhered to
and scrupulously put into prac-
tice, all would be well,

However, In the background
of the separatist line of the do-
minant League leadership, of in-
tense communal hatred roused
by them in the course of the last
ten years, of the tragic events of
Noakhali, Hazara, D. I. Khan

(Continued on page 13.)
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(Continued from tage 3)

indi Sikh
.d Rawalpindi, Hindu and
|(xlml.3nn‘s ‘(’mr that the m:uoril{g
by the Muslim League wg;‘ d
. dv justice to them and r:t‘y
‘.vv\ their life nrnd prope!
wid be in dagger. )

It is, (hc::"gfnrt. .neces:lx.\ry
for the League, the lea u:g
political party in Pnk[slnlrl,:d-
hack the si:\(en)(‘m. of its le: s
ers with positive actions S0
restore communal  peace ’;.he
to win the confidence of
minorities.

orm Peace Committees

s Incumbent on the League
1“1‘!1kismn to take the initia-
wve and form joint Ama)r_l\
peace) Committees in eac
\wn and cach vilage and each
Johalla of the Pakistan area.
‘e League should see that the
aajority community guarantees
iv.emo and property of each and
\ery member.

The Muslim League and its
teadership have to consider
this joint campaign fqr peace,
for protection of minorities,
their immediate and primary
task. It Is for them to isolate
(he riot-mongers from their
own ranks and render thcm
incapable of doing  mis-
chief. It is for them to
discourage and suppress all
communal hate-mongering
and not to spare even the big-
ger leaders H they still direct-

Iy or indirectly encourage
minority-baiting.
Democracy in Pakistan can-

st flourish, steps for recon-
ruction and ushering in the
. of material prosperity and
oral and cultural uplift can-
+ be taken, even for the Mus-

1 majority, if the communa-
a h‘.\Lc-mof\gcr and riot-or-
miser is  not isolated and

rushed from the Muslim ranks.
Such a step taken by the Lea-
ue would find an immediate
sponse from  the Hindu and
&h minorities in Pakistan. It
il help the sober and patrictic
\unents among them to fight
td defeat the rabid communa-
sts in their own ranks.
Furthermore, such a policy
ursued by the League in Paki-
an would help to restore com-
unal peace in India, would
Iy the five crores of Muslims
« India, would encourage the
atriotic Congressmen and other
nuressive elements  to effecti-
v pursue a similar policy in
«dia, B

elf.-Determination

Pakistan will be composed of
:c main nationalities — Ben-
lis, Punjabis, Pathans, Balu-
« and Sindhis.

It is clear that the unity of
| these in  one State can be
mly maintained and all can

deavour for the rebuilding of ga

cir own life and for common
od, only if cach one of these
tionalities is  assured the
catest  possible freedom to
ow and develop according to
own genlus and in conformity
1h 1ts own cultural traditions,
The right of national self-
:lr(_rrmix ation vesting in encl
it of i would en-
sure justice, cqualily, guaran-
lee against domination of the
Weaker by the more powerful
natimality and  freedom  to
l‘:ru\\’ and develop in its own
.

P conferring of this right
! bring  each nationality
r cach oth(‘_r by dispelling

regarding domination
wld strengthen the unity
¢ Pakistan State. Further-
1t would be a powerful le-
T the ; growth of unity

a.

*'ngali and Punjabi peo-
ally split today, would
ossibility of reunification;
the Indian nationalities

' in it a basis for ending
nt era of separatism
* re-unity of all Indians.
ccent experience of Yu-
shows how  sclf-deter-
/0 fiven to the five com-
- nationalitics of that

OF PAKIST

State, accompanied by the up-
rooting of reactionary vested
interests, who sowed sceds of na-
tional and communal conflicts,
has united the entire country.

A similar pollcy pursued In
Pakistan would strengthen Paki-
stan democratically and pave
the way for the unity of all In-
dlan nationalitles on the basls
of frcedom, equality and demo-
cracy.

The new Pakistan State will
have to tackle immediately the
two questions of providing
immediate economic relief to
the masses and of taking mca-
sures to rebuild in a planned
manner the economy of Paki-
stan, .to undo the ravages of
two hundred years of ruthless
imperialist exploitation with
its bitter fruit of industrial
backwardness, agrarian misery
and cultural blackout.

Problems of Food & Cloth

The problems of focd and
cloth and housing shortage and
of unemployment will have to be
tackled immediately.

The food problem has two as-
pects—production and distribu-
tion.

A drive for increascd food
production raises the question
of granting certain elementary
“rights to the vast masses of
tenants in the Pakistan areas.
The Harls of 8ind. the Muza-

ras of Punjab and Frontler, the
adhiars and the poor peasants

of Bengal are today cruelly ex- -

ploited by the jagirdars, Khans
and big landlords and jotedars,
who with the support of the Bri-
tish imperialist State have de-

AN

prived them not only of pro-
prictory rights over the lands
which they till, but who through
varlous foul means deprive them
also of a fair sharc in the crop
produced by, their toll.

Rights Of Tenants

In the various constituent
units of Pakistan, in Bengal, the
Punjab, the NW.F.P. and Sind,
immediate legislation should be
itroduced to sceure the rights of
tenants over land and over thelr
crops. This will result in in-
creased  production of  food
grains.

Steps should also be taken
for the abolition of landlord-
ism, the jagirdari system and
all forms of parasitical feudal-
ism fostered in our country
by the imperialists in order to
create an entire class of pro-
imperialist, anti-pcople cle-
ments.

They kcep down
hinder agrarian decvelopment
and perpetuate  backwardness
i-n_rrld reaction in our entire social
ife.

the people,

The people of Pakistan, par-
ticularly the vast masses of the
peasantry, cannot prosper, food
production cannot Increase, the
political life of the country can-
not be cleansed of corruption
and reaction, unless this class—
the biggest base of reaction In
Pakistan—is liquidated  for
good. :

Immediate steps have also to
be taken to uproot hoarding,
blackmarketing,  profitecring
and bureaucratic inefficiency
in regard to food. Pakistan Is
a surplus food area. Still, it

was a combination of Imperia=
list incMciency, inflation,
hoarding and  profiteering
which caused the frightful
Bengal famine.

Pakistan should not only pro-
vide food for its own people but
also do its duty by the rest of
Indla by conducting a vigorous
anti-hoarding and anti-black-
market drive. A procurement
drive with popular co-operation
can defeat the profiteer and help
the peasants and  town people
allke—that Is also the best
means of fiphting burecaucratic
inefliclency and corruptlon,

Economic Planning

In order to permancntly
root out cconomic backward-
ness cconomic  planning has
also to be underlaken by Pa-
kistan. The nascent capita-
list class in Pakistan economy,
would, because of its weakness,
support the policy of alliance
with British and American
big business—thus jeopardis-
ing the very independcnce of
Pakistan. All the horrors of
Capitalist exploitation would
also follow.

.

As it is a question of almost
starting from a scratch, as far
as industry is concerned in Pa-
kistan, it is possible to start all
the basic industries on a nation-
alised basis, thus ensuring maxi-
mum and speedy Industrial de-
velopment, and maximum bene-
fit for the pcople.

In such a plan of economic
development  Pakistan  should
scek the help and  assistance
above all of India. A co-ordl-
nated economic plan for Paki-
stan and India would be of great
help to both and save both from
groaning under the cconomic
domination of rapaclous British
iantd American monopoly capita-

sts.

Above all, it has to be real-
ised that a people’s democra-
tic economy cannot be built

hout the active support and
lling  participation of the
working-class itself and their
trade unions in schemes of

COMMUNIST STAND ON PARTITION
'OF SURMA VALLEY

From Jyotirmoy Nandy

The partition of the Surma Valley

Svlhet, July 25
(Sylhet-Cachar)

is now on the agenda. The main political parties are busy
preparing their memoranda for the Boundary Commission.

HE Communist attitude to-

wards ths partiticn of the

Surma Valley is clearly ex-
pressed in a statement issued by
Biresh Misra, the Communist
leader or Assam:

“We undoubtedly stand for
the peaceful partition of Sylhet-
Cachar on a just basis. We
consider the characterisation' of
partition ecfforts, by League sec-
tions, as anti-Pakistan, as pre-
posterous, because it is these
League leaders who hoodwinked
the Muslim masses on the parti-
tion issue envisaged in the Bri-
tish plan, and roused the worst
communal passions in their
campaign for joining East Ben-

“The vote for Fast Bengal
in the referendum was a vote
for a communal divicion of
India, Bengal, the Punjab and
also for the partition of Syl-
het-Cachar on  Muslim-majo-
rity and IHindu-majority basis.
He efforts  to bully  non-

uslims into silenee today are
definitely unjust and  incffee-

L]

“I'he public has not forpotten
that the Communist Party wide-

the Sylhet non-Muslims will
only worsen the communal si-
tuation. Hence we appeal again
against creating bad blond on
the question cf boundaries.

“We urge all parties to follow
the principle already put for-
ward by Congress and Lcague
leaders, namely, divide on a clear
Muslim majority and non-Mus-
lim majority basis.

“Naturally, therefore, people
want to know on what lines we
propose the partition of Sylhet
and then Cachar. We have, after
careful ccnsideration, reached
the following decisions and put
them before the parties
pecple for due thought and fra-
ternal consideration:

® First, the basic unit of partition
of Muslim-majority
Muslim majority areas,

after mentioned as Muslim  and non-
Musiim zones, should be the
(police station) unit, hecause
way alone Muslim 20nes and
Muslim zones mav  be demarcated
most correctly. In this way, contigulty
with East iengal on the one hand and
Assam on the other can be found by
the respective zoncs.

With the village unit as the basis of
ealculation, hoth parties will reach a
deadlock benelitting none,

non-

Secondly, tea lahaour must he re-

ly explained the partRlon dan- @ cognised ‘as reguiar  Inbahitanis
rer Involved in voting for East Mrmn; ||;\ml|u.\|lnn has herr:

> N responsible for less per cen
Benpal and - appealed o - the et o o tation ©1a S ihe
Hindu and Muslim  people -0f jast “decade, while  ninety-five  per

Sylhet to vote for remaining in
the Indian Union, In which case
Sylhet-Cachar might have casily
won the status of an autono-
mous unit.

“Such a decision would have ¢

averted the danger of " partition
altogether and ensured the rrea-
tlon' of a Sylhet-Cachar Province
in the Indian Unlon, In  which
the Muslims form 56 per cent f
the population in the two dis~
tricts taken together.

“The cntire Assam  Congress
leaders openly guaranteed the
autonomy of Sylhet If she decid-
cd to remaln ~fn the Indian
Unlon.

“Today, after tcrpedoing that
prospect, coaxing and cajoling

cent may clabin hahitation
cent In these districts from (he les
ginning of this century and  hefore,
Even the allen rulers gave them vot-
ing rights, however restricted  they
may have been, and most of the Assam
tea labour constituencles are In Syihets
‘achar.

“Pay-rolls of tea gardens, rent
receipts from the bosses fer til-
ling rented land in the tea gar-
dens, will prove the permanency
of this population in Sylhet-
Cachar and their valuable con-
tribution towards its wealth and
productivity.

“Any attempt towards the ne-
pation of their citizenship to-
day or tomorrow must be
thwarted by every democrat and
more so by the Muslim demo-

and’

crats, because once thls falso
principle is accepted. the entire
migratory Muslim population in
Assam and the Sundarbans and
the working-class population In
Caleutta and  Howrah would
ccase to be citizens.

' People
August 3

economlie planning and indas-
trial dcvelopment as well as
the immediate granting of
workers’ clementary demands
~—minimum living wage, ade-
quate dearness allowance, so0-
cial security beneflts, etc.

The right of the workers to~
form their unions, the right to
strike must be sccured for them.

The people of Pakistan will
realise their objective and full
frecdom and democracy only if
the progressives of all “parties—-
League, Congress, Akali Party,
Nationalist Sikhs, Soclalist Partly
and the Communist Party—join
in a  common endeavour  to
rouse and unite the pcople on

the basis of the above pro-
gramme. :
The reactionaries and  the

vested interests will be weaken-
cd to the extent the progressives
support the working-class and
peasant movements  struggling
for clementary rights and fight
for full democratic Buarantecs
to all minorities.

Only by sccuring full
rantees to the minorities and
fighting all  discriminations
against them will the people
of Pakistan forge that wun-
breakable front of all sections
—which will defeat reaction

alnd ensure full freedom for
a

gua-

Communist Co-operation

The Communist Party in Pa-
kistan will sincerely endeavour
to bring all progressives toge-
ther for carrying forward tho
gntlle for democracy and frce-
om.

The Communist Party will
further co-operate with the
Pakistan Government in every-
thing that it does in further-
ance of the above objectives.
Its aim will be to defeat reac-
tion in all camps and bring
the common people of all pars-
ties and faiths together to
build Pakistan as a democra-
tic State in fraternal alliance
with the Indian Union.

“Tea labour and the entiro
working-class movement must
fight this undemocratic and
dangerous moave from what-
ever quarter it may be com-
ing, because the natural coral-
lary o‘r such a move means the
neznhnn'ol voting rights for
the working-class in the in-
dustrial areas.

@ Thirdiv. and Ninally, on the ques.
tion of the boundary between
the Muslim and the non-Muslim

zones, readjustments should he made
on the basis of patural houndaries
and normal lines of communication.”

's Age
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YEW ARMIES FOR L
TIONALISE AND
DEMOCRATISE THE

Armed Forces

NA

At Singapore, in March 1946, Pandit

v 21l the world to hear:

-Some day ev
i0sC arins will fig
! That day has at las
\nd the prospect
.. fruition Pandit

he same time, the ques-
‘ 'lrmtn of Asian lgrocdom. sg
dear to Panditji's heart an
o the hearts of our cnt!rc{pco-
e, has come to the fore l:‘ont
uh the unprovoked attack O
wperialism on our brother peo-
i of Indonesia.
Are our Indian arms strong
Lugh to fight for Asian free-
i today—as promised by Pan-
112 can our Armed Forces, as
.oy are constituted today, rush
.“Ihe -aid of Indonesia, should
. need arise, at the call of the
ational Government and fight
he imperialist aggressors to a
tandstill? . .
The answer whichs every In-_
ian will rightly give is—“No!"

The fighting ability of our
hen has won  universal recog-
\ition. We are great fighters and
.ot our Army is weak. y

is true that partition has
~eakened our Armed Forces;
sut we know that even on lis-
ues, such as Indonesia, on
vhich Pakistan and the Indian
Union are together
ke joint action, our
rurces would still not be strong
aough to be decisively effec-
e

ur weakness is not due to
e small numerical strength of
ur Forces either, or to the
rortage of  war-equipments.
)ther Armles of smaller coun-
os. far less equipped, have
wht and are fighting success-
ully even today against over-
khelming odds.

What then is the root cause of
the weakness of our Armed
Forces?

The real reason lies in the
fact that the Indian Army
was built by the British for
their imperialist purposes and
not as an Army of freedom,
The imperialist structure of
our Armed Forces has been
Ppased on the following three
mrinciples: .

Nritish imperfalist eontrol
‘1' through British top-ranking of-
’ cers;

5 democracy within the Army h%
maintaining & rigld  dictatorial
¢ivision hetween offcers and men, bete
[*ren different ranks of soldiers and
ficers and the others and between the
cople and the Army; and by recruit-
7% officers mot from the ranks but
rum the privileged classes alone,
» If this is so how can we
rrengthen our Armed Forces to
neke them capable, not only of
e historic duty of winning
Asian freedom, but also of car-

Keeping the soldlers “free of
politics”—which meant In fact
totally ignorant mercenaries;

Preventing the emergence of any

IN TURMOIL

“i7w nations were born in the
* East oul of the desiruc-
5 & suliciings of the War,

2, ‘Malaya,  Indonesia,

»-China—all victims of Im- |

lism—are today urmyud:

“ common baitle a¢ainst’
S domingtion. The book
< he story of how these

Jis were born and how

" voleanic hre of Icvolu-
Wietloose by them Imperi-
15 lasl meeting its grave.

e Rs 2.8/
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Nehru declared

ery Indian arm will be a strong arm, and
ht for Asian jreedom.” *

t come on the agenda:
opens up before the country of bringing
Nehru's Singapore declaration.

August 15.

rying our own land forward to
full independence and of main-
taining that independence?
The only way is to scrap the
three undemocratic and anti-
national principles on which
the British built our Armed
Forces and replace them by
the principles of freedom and
democracy.

first - principle of a

The
e is that it

freedom Army
should be officered entirely by
its own countrymen.

It is indeed regrettable that
both the Governments of India
and Pakistan have agreed, not
only to the retention of a con-
siderable number of British
officers, but have actually ap-
pointed an all-White team of
Commanders-in-Chief, under the
over-all command of Auchin-
leck. As long as they remain
among us there is no possibility
of building the kind of Army
that the peoples of the two
States want, an Army for the
liberation of Asia.

British officers must go,
both from the Indian Union
and from Pakistan and as
soon as possible.

The second principle of a

freedom Army s that it must

be a national Army, that is, an
Army which knows what it is
fiehting for and loves what it

knows. It must be a politically 4

conscious Army.

The conception of such an
Army is nothing new. Lincoln's
Army in the American Civil War
was such an Army. Cromwell's
Model Army was also a national,
politically consclous Army of
this type.

Coming nearer home, we see
that the Army of the great Aung
San, which liberated Burma and
fought to put an end to the im-
perialist domination of their
country, was such a natlonal
Army. Our own INA was such a
politically consclous Army.

Indeed, political conscious-
ness is the life blood of a de-
mocratic People's Army, with-
out which it cannot grow, de-
velop or even exist.

It
the natlonalisation of our Arm-
ed Forces means a thorough
change in their present struc-
ture and organisation. It is such
a big change that the question
may rightly be asked—must we
scrap the Armed Forces entire-
ly and begin from scratch?

Such a questicn has been fac-
ed by other countries in the
post-war  perind—by colonial
countries like Indonesia or Viet
Nam, which have raised the
banner of freedom, by countrics
like Czechoslevakia, which have
been liberated from Fascist do-
mination.

The resistance movement, the
armed struggle for freedom in
these countries threw un a mass
of patriotic officers and men. It
{s on this hard core that they
are today building their new ar-
mies. The real stranrth of the
Indonesian Army which is pnt-
tine up such a tough fight
against the suncrior forees of
Dutch imperialism. lies in its
vast mass of natriotic urban
and village youth,

In India foo we have such a
hard patrintic core in cur Ar
ed Forces. The exnerienees of
war has politicalised the laree
majority of our officers and men.
In snite of its strueture and or-
eganisation and in spite of British
attempts to weed out all patrio-
tic clements, the brond  masses
of our Army are patriotic.

Tt was from among them
that the INA was formed. The
heroes of the great RIN Muti-
ny, when the blood of our

is obvious, therefore, that ¢

DIA AND PAKISTAN—

Servicemen and our people
flowed together for the first
time, also came from this same
Army. It is from among them
also that has been formed the
Indian Brigade of volunteers
which is today fighting side
by side with the Indonesians.
With this patriotic core as our
base, the task of nationalisation
becomes the dasiest, provided we
go about it the right way, pro-
fitting from the experiences of
our brother nations.

Faced with similar problems
the Indonesian Government are
educating their Servicemen and
raising their democratic cons-
ciousness. Military educational
officers give general and  politi-
cal education to the troops. In
Czechoslovakia, too, educatlonal
officers have been appointed for
the same purpose: to build a
National Army.

In our Armed Forces too there
is an Army Education Corps.
All it has done during the war
is to glve our soldiers a smatter-
ing of education and through
their own publications spread
imperialist propaganda. Its task
now must be to give our Service-
men a proper general and a na-
tional education. Like Indonesia
and Viet Nam, we too must build
up literate Armies in Pakistan
and India.

There is no lack of patriotism
among our officers and men, but
it has to be given practical

ape.

It will not be the first time on
August 15 that our Servicemen
will salute the National Flag.

The men of the INA carried
the Flag on their shoulders. The
RIN mutineers unfurled it on
their ships. Then it was the
Flag only of the national move-
ment. Today it is also the Flag
of our Nation, which our officers
and men must defend with the
last drop of their blood.

To be able to do so they must
know all about this Flag, how it
was born through the struggles
agalnst imperialist oppression,
how it has been hallowed by the
blood of our countless martyrs.
They must understand what im-
perialism means, what its aims
still are in relation to our coun-

., -

Our soldlers must also learn
democracy in practice. As in
cvery other country of the world
they too must have the same
democratic rights of voting and
standing for elections.

It is only then that Pakis-
tan and the Indian Union will
I:gc able to build national, pa-
litically conscious Armies

e by [ oo

which will play their full part
in building the defence of our
country.

@ Such a scheme of nationali-

sation alone will not, how-
ever, solve our problems of build-
ing new Armies. The present
organisation of the Indlan Army
will stand in the way of such
nationalisation. The entire or-
ganisation of our Armed Forces
have to be democratised; for
democratisation is- the third
principle on which a freedom
Army can be built.

The British oflicers must go
and they shall. But the danger
is that they will leave behind
them a small clique of “loyal”
senior British-trained  officers,
whom they will use as their fifth
columns inside our Armed For-
ces, to tie our defences to their
hated schemes of imperiallst

Everyone knows who they are.
We have all heard the public
expression of their views. And
already members of this clique
are being jockeyed by the British
into positions of importance.

Indonesia too faces a simllar
problem, in a narrow section of
Dutch and Jap-trained officers
and men. But the rest of the
patriotic ofMicers and men, back-
ed by the Government, are able
effectively to fight the danger
which arises from their pre-
sence. They have introduced the
principle of the election of offi-
cers which is an immediate
check on the few pro-imperial-
ist officers who still remain.

. aggression.

In Czechoslovakia the prob-
lem has to a certain extent been
sclved by the systematic purge
of anti-national officers. But the
main weapon everywhere has
been democratisation.

In India and Pakistan, too, the
problem cdn be solved if the two
Governments undertake to de-
mocratise their Armed Forces.
The new regulations must en-
sure better relations between
officers and men.  In our new

Armies this relationship must

be based on the principle of di-
vision of labour and not on the
privileges of rank as hitherto.
The universally accepted de-
mocratic principle of promotion
from the ranks and on merit
alone must be introduced im-
mediately, to change the narrow
social basis of the officers cadre.
This will lead to better under-
standing between officers and
men. This will change the en-
tire face of our Armies and make
them info real People's Armies.

People's Age
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The Red Army of China has been
fighting
against the
forees

for the last
rcactionary

even today

twenty years
Kuomlntang

and against the

armed antervention of American im-
perialism. Its main strength s that it

is
between  officers
on

a democratic Army, where relations
and c ¢ based
the principle of division of labour,

where officers and men cat, live and
dress alike,

The Army that Aung San had bullt

was bascd on the same principle of
democracy and he himself had sct the
example by hving the life of his own
solduers.

The soldlers in our

new Armlies

must also be glven the chanee to learn
clementary democracy through™ ~ run-
:nng their own clected Mess and Wel-

are

Committees, and the social life

of the units should be so organised

that
familics jointly
uil

the officers and men and thelr
participate in It and

bonds of solidarity and

strength.

But such a People's Army i
to be numerically weak, both i

*

bound
in the

Indian Union and in Pakistan, owing

to the

cnormous economic  difficulties

with which our two States will

faced in their attempts
legacy of imperialism in
pect of our national

Therefore, to lend valuable support

life.

to our new Armics, the entire people

must be given military training.

In

the villages and citics of our country
we must bulld people’s militias, com-

posed of the youth from all claises of
soclety. These voluntary organisations

could be run democr:
own elected committee:
the Governments need
them clementary milltary

This will not only
trained reserve behind oug: smal

y by their
and all that
o is 1o give
training.
crcale a vast

11, but

well-knit and equipped Armics, but it

will also bring

our Servicemen and

our pcople together.

It is only by bullding such Arml
rooted in the people, politically cons
and democratic in *

bistoric role of
fending our freedom and of stand-
ing as a bulwark against Anglo-
American Imperlalist plans for the
domination of Asia,



BOUNDARY AWARD

o BENGAL !
‘BRITISH PLAN TO

PROVOKE

INTER - PROVINGIAL AND

COMMUNAL CON

Calcutta, August 25.

The Radcliffe Award on Bengal boundaries is a dan-
gerous British manoeuvre to throw the Hindus and
Muslims int) another round of a blood¥ civil war. It is
more, for it keeps the way wide open for future border con-

flicts. -
No map of Bengal could have been more sinisterly
drawn out to accentuate communal tension.

INOR injustice apart, there bu.
M are three important points

at which the new bounda- | wikhil Chakracerty
ries ';/k:ll greed t,rouhle‘il -

e first is regarding No
. Districts of Dar- fiict.” Only last week, the Ben-
are cut galee Conferencc at Jamshedpur

off from West Bengal.

1S which made such a demand was
in accordance with the demands the scene of & Bengall-Blharl
of the powerful tea planters, free fight.

who are anxlous to make one Radcliffe has thus succeeded
solid bloc with Assam. Now that in opening mew vistas of clash
these two districts are isolated, pot only between Pakistan and
it will be easy to try to take the Indian Union byt within
them to Assam. the Indian Union itself.

This also fits in with the long- @ sSecondly, the Award has
hatched British plans for creat- handed over the whele of a
ing a Tribal Province from the pyslim-majoritv’ District—viz.,
borders of Nepal to North Bur- pyrshidabad—to West Bengal.
ma. With the demand Of a actyally on August 15, the Dist-
section of Gurkhas for jolning rict had celebrated the day as
Assam, it might be ~easler 5 part of Pakistan.
now for this Tribal Pro- g%anirdly, the whole of the
vince to be formed, In which Hindu-majority  District of
obviously reactlonary — control y 114 'is given to Pakistan.
would be easy to maintaln. Tea, ™y s’y matter of almost amaze-
timber and unexplored mineral or0 %y ¢ "such an Award load-
resources, including Digbol oll, o4 caey brovocations did not be-
will fall within this coveted zone. oo "the signal for a general

y H . re-up In these disputed areas.
Gul‘tha-Bengah C°"n'd ﬂt;‘s;;seapks volumes in support of

Moreover, b, Isolating Darjeel- the return of communal sanity
Ing and Jalpalguri, it will be in Bengal as also the efforts of
easy to accentuate Gurkha-Ben- the leaders of the Congress and
galee conflict, which Is In the the League, that ch_mal could
interests of the British to do be- survive this Award withcut im-
cause this area promises to be- mediate outburst of large scale
come the centre of a democratic civil war.
offensive agalnst feudal explol- For this, the main credit
tatlon in Nepal, which is the should go to the remarkable up-
recruiting ground for British surge of Hindu-Muslim unity
Fo.ces. achieved in Calcutta. The news

Stretching of East Pakistan of the great sequence of the days
frontier right upto Bihar mizht

Bengal.
jeeling and Jalpaigurl

37 Calcutta since August 15
in the future be a source cf con- spread like a wild fire through-
flict because on the other side ¢! ¢ the-Province. Coupled with
the border In Bihar, in the Dist- tnis came th2 earnest efforts of
rict of Purnea, there is a sclid mutual goodwill by League and

in

bloc of Muslim population con- Congress lea lers In East Bengal. |

tiruous to the new frontier cf  Actyally, at many mofussil
East Pakistan. disiricts, panicky trek of Hindus

At the same time. within the o East Bengal and Muslims
Indian Unlon, the West Benzalis trom west Bengal stopped with
being denied an access to North iha cpread of a general feeling
Bengal, are likely now to agitate ¢ po0dwill manifested so abun-
fcr the return of the Bengali- gantly on August 15th.
speaking areas of Manbhum, .
Santal Parganas and Purnea to Gandhiji's Contribution
West Bengal.  This Is sure to X
sharpen the Bengali-Biharl con- In this great task Gar}dhms

contributicn is not insignificant.

He 1s literally trying to harness
the great force of unitv released
on August 15th. His prayer
meetings are drawing bigger and
bizger crowds of Hindus and
Muslims reachine its peak in the
mass rally at Calcutta Malidan
on August 24 which, despite
inclement weather, drew over
two lakhs of people.

Gandhljl, however, is not con-
tent with advising the people In
his post-prayer speeches. He is
getting the Ministry and the
Corporation to take up the pro-
blem of resettlement In right
earnest. In this task Mr. Suhra-
wardy Is offering considerable

elp. makine very serious and

By
ABAN'NDR“NATH TAGORE Enggn‘rlnz efforts to get Hindus

A n Park Circus and reflect-

With oh iniroduction by ing the spirit of the Muslim
DR AMIYA CHAKRAVARTY masses todav in  solidifying
= amity with Hindus.
A strangely human fantasia,  pegiqes, Para and  Mohalla
quintessentlally Indian yet  Peace Committees are being

Jointly formed, all determined
to preserve the preclous treasure
of Auguyst 15. Demcnstrations
of Hindu-Muslim solidarity are
teing multiplied everv day in
fraterna. solrees, balthaks, en-
tertalnments, soclals and spon-
taneous meetings. The climax
of all this is a mighty peace rally
which Is to come off—to be par-
ticipated by numerous organi-
satlons including Congress Vo-
lunteers, the Muslim National
Guards,  Hindustan National
Guards. Communlst Party Volun-
ters, varlous students’ and wo-
men’s relief bodles, which will
take place on August 26.

all-world in its wonder and
in its tenderness. "Children
of all ages, or rather the
child who dwells in all of
ue, will welcome this gift
of Abanindranath Tagore.
Highly illustrated in colour,
printed in large types. Rs 3/~
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Specifically over the questlon
of boundarles, the vigilance has
not slaskened. Immedlately on
its announcement, Nazimuddin
and Pralulla Ghose, as the Pre-
miers of the two Bengals, jointly
issued a public appeal that des-

ite Its patent defects, the

oundary Award should be ac-
cepted and any changes might
come only by mutual arrange-
ment between the Congress and
League leaders. Communist
leader Bhowanl Sen also issued
an appeal along similar lines,
adding that any re-adjustment
should have the seal of popular
approval through a plebiscite or
referendums.

This was followed by a joint
appeal by Congress and League
Secretarles.

Communalism Eschewed

Beneal Press, both Hindu and
Muslim, which was so long al-
most Inextricably entangled In
communal bickerings has also
played a fine role in malintaining
communal amity, thereby not
only reflecting the prevailing
passion of the people but also
serving true national ends.

They are all very conscious of
the fact that Radcliffe has taken
the advantage of our differences.

The Amrita Bazar Patrika
wrote:

*“It Is becanse we have no confiden-~
ce In our own countrymen that we
have been forced to invite a forelgner
to arbitrate between us Sir Cyril's
has been the departing kick of Bri-
tish imperiallsm at both Hindus and
Muslims us, Indlans, sit to-
gether and make up our differences”
Leaguite Morning News wrote:

“By our fallure to agree among
ourselves, we gave the Britisher a
chance to glve us a boundary-line
that is neither falr nor Just nor
sound.”

They also gave a lead to the
people, urginy them not to dis-
turb communal harmony.

Leaguite Azad wrote:

“Let not the mighty manifestation
of communal harmony be disturbed
even hy the unsatisfactory report of
the Boundary Commission and we
too are oprosed to Jeopardising In
any way this unity. Rather we
think the right course Is to rectifly
the defects of the present boundarles
by agreement and understanding.”

Congress supporter Jugantar
wrote:
“Let us not dispute over it. The
friendship that has grown among
Hindus and Muslims must be kept
up. We are not prepared to set the
whole country aflame over a foy
miles of land and a few thousand

' People

o EAasvEnm

PAKIST Ay

Q Sraves

persons.... L higher authorities of
the Coi and the League can
bring about a peaceful settlement
over boundarles, well and good. And
If that Is not possible, then con-
sldering  the greater good of th
country and life and property of
lakhs of people, we shall for the
present accept this. Hindus, Mus-
and S:khs shall have to take a
pledge that under no circumstances
must peace be disturbed.”

Communal Leaders

With the announcement of the
Radcliffe Award, however, ten-
sion has been running high in
some of the disputed areas like
Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur, Malda,
Murshidabad and Khulna. From
one or two places local fracas
was reported, although In the
general atmosphere of commu-
nal solidarity all over Bengal
they sound like exceptions rather
than a rule.

What is serious In these local
tensions is the dangerous role of
reactionary ccmmunal leaders
who are completely ousted from
prominence and prestige by the
mighty sweep of August 15.
For instance, it is found that
some reactionary Muslim lead-
ers in Murshidabad and their
Hindu counterparts in Khulna
are dlstorting the Ghosh-Nazi-
muddin joint appeal to mean
that there is yet room for un-
settling the Award if a tearing
campaign is launched at once.

Thus a League deputation has
gone to Nazimuddin while over
500 Hindus ar=s brought down to
Calcutta to put pressure over
Dr. Ghosh who, however, said
that any change could be pos-

's Age !
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sible only If made by the ¢
gress and League Hizh C
mands and that commy
amity and peace have got t¢
talned.

It is important
nection to examine the p.
Mahasabha playing
August 15. With Shyamapr
entry into the Central
synchronising with Par:,
swoop over Mahasabha's “dir
actlonaries” in UP., the pre:
o!bthe Mahasabha is at a
e

With the great upsurge of 4

gust 15, the Mahasabha
found itself in a precar.
state. Even the cadres

the Hindustan National Guaf
who were attracted by the M
hasabha during the hey-da;
Shyamaprosad’'s partition ¢
paign prestige, could not be ¢
back from the frenzy of c
munal fraternisation = that
gripped Calcutta Hindus
Muslims.

Mahasabha’s Role

On the Idd Day could be ;
the Hindustan National G
rubbing shoulders with M.
National Guards and
merous meetings they cous

found jointly controllin
crowd and shouting ccr
slcgans. This too was no &

one of the biggest snubs {ir
Mahasabha's ~ communal b :
And it is this fear of total
tion that has forced n
prominent Mahasabhai
come forward in Calcutta 4
join the local Peace Commit:
The Radeliffe Award. b
ever, came as a god-send
the Mahasabha and at e
disputed zone it is these
ple, together with their op
site numbers among Musl
who are desperately tr:
their best to poison the
mosphere by rousing "4

munal passions and p-
among th. people.
The line that Is being pu~
by Shyamaprosad’'s own ¢
Hindustan is most revea

only possible way to rec
justices under the R
Award and wrote:

“Such platitudes by the (o7
baving repeatedly these
now reduced to a
A special article threat :*

falled,
bluf.”

to take the charge” and ;
dire prospects.

Here is the danger sigral
the coming weeks for 1'cn
Radcliffe on the one har!
the Mahasabha on the

have not spared any pt'
queer the pitch. It i~ °
spontaneous- upsurge of !l
dus and Muslims of I
reinforced by the gon¢
unity efforts of Congress
League leaders and cr: "’

by Gandhiji's great "
mission that has ker: P
these dark forces. But if

n
the
<0

gilance is rot prusued by
Retic actions against
saboteurs of communa'
darity, things might 13~
bad turn any moment.
suspense continues.
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RENCE IN INTIAN DECISIONS

Lord I\m .b atten, the Viceroy, told Indians at 2 Press confer-
3 .-=rc, ] thet the Sritich plan which was announced
u«f nent of th e“rlier offer by which the

lace in 1948.
no in tez’ze‘ence, he said, with the Indians’
re only to asgist them in zchievi ng their aims.

rture of the Indian Army
n would be fres to decide
noe arrangeiments or separate

IOy

- 5 X
ey thev w g.}_f(‘-.A

Lt

dolenee °ysicm>,..

In spite of Sardar Baidev Singh’s broad-
cast spcech vesierday, in which he said

that the plan was a settlement, not 2
orise, the atiltude of the Sikb com-

is better summed up by the
"*un of thf‘ veleran firehrand iead er.,
thot “the Britsh

m\.m ‘acro“.' and
that

or Tej
Sikhs depe:\c.s on

N
i 3%
5 8 /\ S ’lJ.
Correspondont
DELHL Junz £
Indian reactions io ths 1:‘ itish Govern-
ment's procedural plan for the tras nsfer of
powsr ure d. Qn the 01 ¢ hand there
h"‘»’ heers no vielent cutbreak of com-
aliem. Qn the other hand mort party
i and newspapers accepi the propo-

1

S vithout cmhu"ia(m, in as of = -
*ymekine the best of a bad job.” Wk RESTRAINT
v and Sikh reactions to the ',ﬂan Thus it Is clear that nc seeds of dis-

what @i i from those of the sension wre still there and that they Wm
sress Party, Muoslim Lesg ’CC“,‘“‘W" - preey into a jungle of communal s
. welcome i‘ll: 1‘.C"n“lTlCC Cf ﬁ an\qﬁ‘.‘ h : unati ional pregress U:’ﬂ(.‘?f? 1o
't leaders are willing to curb their iongues
and 1o speak reasonzlly aud construc-
tively,

Pawn,
e (\h""l
which

i oremains the scen
vy, which s
Fortnight d
cit und the
Lo mect 1o T
v owhile the Vicero
s 0f micasures to give effect to

of \';'nd- Jis:
Af the &."nr'
the
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the independence of the States, he Naharag
of Patlaia heads the section which has thrown
in its let with the existing Constituent Assembly
and wishes to arrive at a setidement with
Hindustan,

Decsit, June 4-—-Mr. Liaguat Ali Khan,
general ‘xecretary to  the Mushim League,
agtcunced to-night that the Muslim League
Council will meet on Monday in secret (o
discuss the British plan. The League working
committee dGiscussed the plan at a 24-hour
meeting to-day attended by Mr, Suhrawuedy,
Premier of Bengal, and Ghulan Hussain
Hidayatwilah, Premier of Sind.—Reuter.

MF. GANDHPS BELIER
IMN ULTIMATE UNITY

APPEAL TO R. JINNAH

Devrn, June 4.-—Mr. Gundhi-this after-
noon had a discussion lasting for 45
minutes with the Viceroy, The Congress
working  committee had a  three-hour
session and adjourned unti! June 12,

This evening Mr. Gandhi said to his prayer
meeting: “* The British Government is not
responsible for partition. The Viceroy has no
hand in it, in fact he is as much opposed to
division as Congress itself. But if both of us
Hindus and  Muslims—cannot agree on
unything else, then the Viceroy is left with no
choice.”t -~

Mr. Gandhi expressed full confidence that
the two parts of India would ultimately unite
again. ** I want,” he said, ** to appeal to Mr.
Dinnah—* You've got what you wanted ; now
you should invite Congress and the other
parties 10 .a conference 1o find a solution
independent of the British.’ ”

Alieration in the plun could be mude only
by joint agreement of ali communitics. ** 1
cannet advise you to rebel against Congress
because it advised you to zccepi this plan,”
widd Lo the prayer mecting, * Oon't forget
thut Congress was forced into this position.
L want to lessen the pain in your heart by
saying that neither Hindus, Muslims, nor
Sikhs have lost anything. Whatever the Vice-
rey has done car be changed by common
avreement among the Indizn people.”

The Viceroy, he said, had worked very hurd
and tried his utmost 0 bring about a compro-
mise. and this plan was the only basis on which,
agrecroent could be reached.  The Viceroy
did ror want to leave the country in chuos:
hence il his efforts.—Reuier,

' The Times !

June 5, 1947

THE PLAN

P

w
FOR

INDIA

The general reliefl with which the pub-
lication of the procedural plan has been
recsived  in India reflects the serious
nature of thesitvation the pian is designed
to resolve. That dissentient voices should
be raised Is inevitable, if only because the
partition of British India into twin politi-
cal entities, however necessary as an ex-
pedient to avoid the imroinent peril of
civil war and anarchy, represents a post-
sonement of the urnited India which has
alwoys been promicent amoeng the aims
of the older pationalists, * The most effce-
tve answers to the critics were provided,
in characteristiceliv frank and forthright
fashion, by Lorp MOUNTRATTEN himself
yesterday at the first open Press conference
ever heid by o Viceroy. He insisted, with a
conviction which impressed 43! his hearers,
that the plun was not g B 1 move,”
since the Briis!

A zre now in India only to
do what Indinns Cremselves want dene, but
had grown oot of his protrected con-
fereuces with the party leaders, who were
familiar with every stage of the progress
hie was mating towards a reconciliation of

n's of view. Tlie plan there-

OpPosing ny X
fore came to the party ieaders peither as a
surprise por 2s'a shock, They share his
own view thal it prevides the soundest
practicable basis inon whick to found the
structure which-must link india of to-day
with India of to-morrow. The determina-
tion of these leaders 1o avoid vielence and
o ensure that whatever solution is finally
acdopted shall Bz pot into operation peace-
fully shows their confidence that the pro-
cedure now- proposed aflords a just and
fair method of ascer ng what the
peoples of India real! '

The arrangemernis s
out the opivion of Bengal and of the
Punjab are undoubtecly the best that can
be devised. It is 2 wise precaution to
cosure that z fest vo's can be tzken in the
undivided -iegislatures” on the affiliation
which 1he undivided provinces  would
choose. This - mey -influence. the . final
gecisions for' or against partition which
Wil be takon byithe Hinde znd Muslim
Tepresent © Sitting separately.” The
f the Norih-West Fron-
e Sviher district of
arrangements, to
) Can taken; .pro-
3 weat the case
ost. carefu!
I, -as. the

wn, ¢ 4he pocition of the

ind will




confo
@ouarier
frankly, !

L’.‘UF.\, <
ind ceayine
put by a g umg of nea
niten n d\. it clear that “ power
teansg um\ us completely this year
would have been hy June, 1948
w Yebruary 20 ancouncement.”’ ¢
R he x'uid, would be the true ant
o transier plan, and as o
ons with Moo Atdee he
sislation oo i
2 or on Hin
through

:...,.du.
RIHIVIE sl on I
worh! be
i othe mext (wo
£ thing ¢
n“' the Bl v

4 un Hament

2 delay the final
uncertamty about what

framin

(he provinees were g » dfecide aboot p
ton A skeleion ¢ 14 be Hited in ag the
e of Tndia toc < decisions at -cu' their

and the 21 would
cohoin record 1irr.e‘ HES
— momhs it would be o
mecasure of the extreme
thut existe?

divtionol

s ooassed i

ive pecord

tvwnrady India,
Sgu NS OF

s u barrage ofquu.,ti
inspired 0ot 50 3L

»\.vl\u

m tv as hy extreme aucp:m. mun-
tiony, the Vlwxoy vephied v 1 "?1)' :,:"'.7
candour designed w0 convince his questicner

that here was pothing et or ulterior r\to-"
the .n\)')() suls. Repeat his o"e\-

tonens hat he ‘was cencerned oi
LT w'h.m party lexders inat a.an i .ex"om\,\,-
tivey and that he would not himseif i rterfere or

Parning many questi 'om‘ designed 1o obiain
o ;mnm ar an murprem ion on speciii *'oims
- i the plen, the Vx\.crov steacfastly
ntained that ndia must meke. up her o“n
nd on o matters, 1 am the mcuh.lmc
wii: heeps the car running, but I do not
actually sit in the driver’s seat and twrn the
\-:"\x:-‘“? '
sked what would be the pesition if the
wh»p v...c reiected by the Muslim League
wurcll, Lord  Mountbatten- replied  that b
o dee 'ded 10 undenwrite the assurances o ven
im by the lea df‘rs of the vurices nohitical
e znd ook full respon ity fo- ¢ecing ©

;':uu with the plan, 1t mirbr be rishv, Yt
past siX yewrs in i
e did nnt wish ©Q aniici-

pate the Muslim L e gle \mmu- s (cc

Many guestions cenired on the 3
the fnding States. The Viceroy exr
with the lapse of 2drumountcy
, the ~2.11< t\‘oum e ‘re
ihe Coy ent Assemi
arrangem as might be nec
Y Governmie m hed no inent!
wy Indian State as 2 separae D7
any Stute comes 10 me i
o wrealy-—ec or m
stuch o res .
wnt, bat the quertio
L oso tar arisen.””  As the f"nu re
tive he would do everyiln T
Beip the States 0 negotiale w

He thourht that geog
uom wol alu influcnce the i n de

(‘"1

]

other

[ENETRET N
NG

T ONne Sdy al Utt.'bC R 3
NAvVe z ed  us i Dominion status. ™
nave trappea  us oo - Dommnien status,
Incians would be free
interim period whether or not they wished 1o
remwain aithin the British Commonwealth of
nations,

In

s his bCA

in decide after an'

issue many questions came frem
s journalists, headed by Mr. Devadas

managing cdttm of the Hindusran
Tintes z0d son of Mahatma Gandhi. on * the
ne intides for mwgn'c; " in paragraph 20

1 ouncement providing for the grant of
status & one or {wo  successor
ceording to the decisions taken by
The gravam<n of the charge was

tha fustan decxdcd to leave the Com-
menwealts i ( should not be open to Pakistan
o e n within the Commonwealth lest

'spicion she

#id arise that the British would

entrench thens clves in one pa rt of the cou'my
!hUﬁ

proving a source of emburrassment at
“r 10 the independernce of the other part.
Yiceroy was forthright in rclusxﬂv o]
'W:ic:h*kmp on this point. ** Why,” he
“are you asking me 10 impose the will
inderdadent part on it other part of
india ? Vhy are you asking e 1o say that
WOPP connot do what they like but must do

"‘ ‘e majority wants 1hcm 10 do ? lIs all
s 12X o jndependence a hollow modf.cry Pl

FRONTIER PECPLE

Expiaining why the North-West Frontie
Proyince referendum did not provxdc for the
question whether the frontier people wanted
10 be jndependent of either of the two
Dominicrs which might come into existence,
the Viceroy replicd that *the high com-
mands ”* of the ‘w0 main parties had agreed
that'neither a fro:icer nor any other province
should be allowed to declare itself independent,
as thai would lead to the Balkanization of the
<country. - But this was a matter for the Indian
people and their leaders, and if “ the high
commands 7 of the two parties agreed that
this was 1o be done lhe Vl(_C"(,‘y would zzree.

Referring to the * national partition ” of
the Puniab and Bengal, the quroy said that
thig wo" purely for the v‘u‘pow of ascertaining
the wishes of the peopie of the provinces w(*
wmnd notinvolve admi atye mrn'wn unti!
the bouncary commxwons

work, Heexpres
the Sikh
hc mai ned 1ha Cthe Dar tition of

at the request of the Con":c« Party as «
p“vsset’ L their resolution of March 9, w
ms"" wac- passed at the instance of the Sik
v He wished he could 52 some way
ol p nig; the unity of the Sikhs, but he was
o roiracle-monger and 1his, ico, was a task
or the Indian leaders.

INDIAN ARMY

Questicued about the future of the Indian

i

Army, Lord Mountbatten said that Pakistan
anc Mmr n wouid be absolutely free to

ecide whether they wanted to have joint de-
{ence arrangements or sepdr.nc defence systemns.
He hoped the decision would be such as to
prescrve the morale and eficctiveness of the
Army and to save it from collapse

oncl"dm" Lord \’oum‘uuen expr
the greatest hun n

H

sed
the future of India and
el that where tpc ¢ had been bitterness
and strife henceforth there would be a revui-
3 sion of feeling and a new spiric of coo;
tion 2nd good will as well as fair play for
minoriges.
1t is learned that the Nawab of Bhopal has
covnr“umu{e(. to the Viceroy his decision to
rom the office ¢! Chancellor m the
af Princes ‘u.'l has asked- 10 be
ved ay soon as possible 'nder the .sl:‘.nd-
nr ru?n of the Ciamber (hc pro-Chancellor,
”'xo is the Mabarajn of P , will auto-
icully oot as Chancellor. 1t is no secret il
cent months there has beon o fundumenta:
of opinion within ‘h(. Chamber.
ab of ‘,Hn; 1l heads the see-
so far dec d to enter tihe
ssembly and is bell eved to favour

tion
C'onsi

o
@
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een Britis h Indld

Hkstel :"1(_ 3 > smentation and
anarchy, : r‘c),*wcvv"w‘e« of this will
shertly a appea:

ned contro!
which the wmomac;c Stm 2un of both
communitivs wiil be enzbled {o exercise
over thelr own -wilder -elements,  The
“high cemymends ™ of both the Congress
Party und the Muslim Lezgue bave been
increasingly disturbed by the tendency- of
their Joce! repr tatives 1o act violently,
o pursue thes r vendetiay. and to dety
the poiicies down forsiheir observ-
ance, In future :'%re' wil! be neither
occasion nor pretext fer such behaviour,
which has b' LL)LH) characteristic
of the Comm ts and other extreme left-
\vm'v e, “ho wiil now be subjected
ipline which ordered
require and

e

toth

tvwo successer authorities which are
< s a result of the expressed
es will ind them-
cs; tasks. Thes will
«.ir own consiitu-
esent administra-
2} v.,u,h the new re-
i also have to work
- relutions with each
r*‘“i: be made for
:fence, finance, com-
ed the majority of
trolled by the single
) prt‘nosed trans-
s ol '‘Dominion
cessor authorities
n]v require the
ery for the exer-
inal constitu-
cen suggested |
)‘ l les might act
‘2tvi 2w Lo which the pro-
s might be made respon-
> 2l matiers to be deter-
les of India themselves ;
itain js only to assist ‘md
2 iwo new Dominion
> Lorp MounT-
cerived some satisfaction
s o enlighten the
upon ihe real implications of

vig)

sj D] (=N

yesie:

Do'n.n.ox. stalug, pointing out.that it em-
!l the freecdoms associated with
cno.cn?. ne hood.  Prompt and

=l messag v,.oo'* v:ill have alrmdy
come to the pe 5 of Indiz from every
Dominion of the w:mn\o'me‘mn through
its Mmost responsible spokesman in anticipa-
»0“ cf the 'mc v.h ¢ may be as early
t, when the membership of
‘r»e fom".o weei fowill be so dramatically
atngmented, ¢ of the Dominions,
of Now ZEALAND
regerd Dominion

ceicr xind - of  inde-
i-xs mdependence with

but rather as

1 BRI
luken wwaw,

omething added
esh ip and of co-
endeavour., It is
ble fcatures of the
proposalz (itt «t the moment when
erests of Jouia recuire the closest
i most cordial cooperation between the
tv0 new successor cuthorities they will be
i to the cther not only by the
‘woven fortunes but also by the
v inbierent in the relations be-
s roemabers of the Common-
Ne ail other Dominions, each
be free 1o leave .the (‘o*nmonw::allh
" it gesires (o do so; but, again.,
~ther Dominions, both may well
;nothie last resort to abandon the
5 of membership.

pew plen directly affects

cdis aleae, s execution must
considerablz influence upon the
the Indian States. Yokp
EN removed a good deal of the
suspicion with which the States are stitl
regarded in some British Indian circies
when he made it clear that the States could
not enter the Commonwez!th separately as
Dominions, and that 2ritain in handing
back paramountcy wus {recing herself

indasendence with s
a sense of comiad
oreration in commcn

hie miost valt

exert a
future of
MoOUNTBA T

from Her commitments to them. She would
offer ker services .in nelping the States to

adjusl their relations with the successor
uthorities. This pronouncement follows
Ioch(uIy from the policy laid down by the
Cabinet mission. It harmonizes with the
belief of the States themselves, c,\-‘lubcu
by the Nawan of Bi woraL and other o
their “wisest counseiiors, that they mus
Jcmn,y themseives with 1!’.5: Jargerinterests
of India and ﬁt themselves to play their
appropriate part in the future of their
country. The re"'ona confederations now
being {ramed H‘ the Siates, as well as the
larger units, will doubticss sesk aﬂ..'a.uorx
ultimately with one or other of the sue-
cessor Governments to which the new
procedure now promises to give birth.
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PARAMOUNTCY

From Qur Delli Cerrespondent

Now that British India is about to trans-
form itselt’ into two countries, Hindustan
and Pakistan, what is to become of the
Indian States, in number 562, which have
hitherto preserved a degree of inde-
pendence under their rulers who have had
direct relations with the British Crown ?
inarea 712,000 square miles, in populition

92,000,000 (according
they occupy 1.«0-hﬁns of the entire Indian
sub-centinent and contain nearly a quarter
of its total population.

The future of these States is far from
clear. Statements made by his Vm;sstys
(Jovermmnt on February 20 and June 3
of this vear show that there is no @ "-nt on
to hand over the powers and o
exercised by
mountcy 1o any successor rovernment or
Goveraments of {ndia. This runs counter
’o many declarations made by Congress
Party s;o\esmcn purporting to prove that
the new State of Hm(‘uman is the natural
inheritor of p.lhlnLOd!ltCV ‘The Muslim
Ieague, however, has putf orwa rd no suich
claims on behalf of PL Jistan, but has 0)-
pressed its intention of not interfesi

the sovereignty of the Princes.
BRITISH FOLICY

The latest Rritish statemnent on the sub-
h:c* is thut “the policy towards Indien
States contained in the Cabinet mission’s
memorandum of May 12, 1946, remains
unchanged.” That document has not
reccived the attention it deserves at the
hands of pelitical commentators., The
eperative part of it is contained :;. para-
graph 5. which reads as follows:

When a new fully self-poverning or in-
dcx\cn(‘cnt Govun"rum r Governments come
o being m British _lndi;n his Maiesty’s
Covernment’s intlicnce with these Govern-
n‘cn s will not be stch as 10 enable them 10
rions  of mramo
1 LU'\'CV}{‘JA that
ritish troops would bP retmived in nua fer
this purpose. Thus, as a logical sequerne, ang
in view of the desires expressed 1o them on
behaif of the Indian States, his Maijesty’s
Government will cease te exercise the powers
ol paramountey. is means that the rights
of the States which flow from their rclation-
ship 1o the Crown will no longer exist and that

&)

all the rights surrendered by the States to the
paramount Power will return to -t States.

Palitical arrangements hetween tke S:-'es on

v 10 the 1941 census),.

the Crown under para- |

the one side and the British Crown and British
India on the other will thus be Droug,nt 10 an
end. The void will have to be filled either by
the States entering into a federal reuaﬂonsh)p
with the successor Government or Govern-
ments in British India, or, failing (his, enter-
Ing into particular poh'u,..u arrangements with
it or them.

Since this declaration of BRritish pollcy
wa \.lTle(, events in India have moved *.15'
and the States find themselves canfronted
wita the urgent alternatives of t‘now'ns'
n their lot with either one of the two

Bominions shorty to come into bei

1

of declaring their independence in ci:
stances which render the puaintepunce of
such indcpen(‘cn:'e recarious. A“f"rmw
to preserve a united © were made by

the Chamber of Privces under jts Chan-

me Princes to enter the -existing Con-

\:'!ucnt Assembly and thus make
with the Congress Party.
Chamber of Princes 1‘ now ahout ic be
dissolved,

having outlived its utijity.
The position -day 1s that a score cf
States “;WL joined  the Consut “Pn‘:
Assembly ef Hindustan.  They incltd
most ol the (\agputana &t mc:—E.“umr
lodhpur, Jaipur, and Udaipor—ss well
as Patiala. Baroda, Gwa!io‘, Cochiz,

and a number of sm
Constituent Assembi
vetfenctioning o State has joined it, but it
w\ ts clear thal certrin Niuslim Stetes like.

{alat and Bahawalpur will do en a5 soon
as possible.

CASE

Some States whose rulers profess a
different ham to ihe majority of their
subjects are in an swhward Hx. Thus the
Muharaja of Kas! a Hindu prince
ruling over a predor ntly Muslim
Jcpu“.uon of 4,000,000, £ads himself cut
off from his co-reli an the far sid
of Pakistan. f{tis ¢

: de
cuit to see how he

can do otherwise thun come o

the Mustim Lesgpue,

- States. Since 'h~
of Fakistan is not

FOR COMPROMISE

terms with
n the other h:
the Nawab of Bhepal is o Muslim
most of whose subjects, numbering about
1,000.000, ure Hindus, State s
surrounded by the territory of Findustan,
sut e iy oyeported 1o be avesrse from
throwing in his lot with that Stete, and will
possibly seek an alifance with Palistan.

cellor, the T\awa! of Bhopal, but these
fatled in the face of the determination of
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Two rulers, one Mustirn and the other

Hindu, have taken the buil by the
horns and announced their intention
of declaring their independence as soon
as puramo'lmtcy lapses. The first is
the Nizam of Hyderabad, the premier
State in India, whose people, some
16,000,00C in number, are 9 91. per cent,
Hindu, while the ruler is the foremost
upholder of lstam in the country.
The other ruler who has declared h; will
become independent on August 15 issthe
Mabharaja of Travancore, Hindu head of
a Hindu te of 6,000,000 souls (with
an appreu ble Christian minority), @
situated in the far south of India. Because
it has its own seaboard and ports, as well
as a floursshing economy, Travancore is
more strongly pau.cd than any other
State to withstand sanctions imppsed upon
it, but politica! infiltration among Con-
gress sympathizers in the State may prove
to ‘be its Achilies heel.

The All-indiz  States Peoples Con-
ference, a Congress-sponsored organiza-
tion whxca has been gaining ground in
recent yeors and is now well establivtied in
maost States, contests the right of uny suler
te proclaim Bis independence. It mitin-
tains that so‘?crc.ien‘y henceforth vests in
the peop'e of the States and that pera-
IMOounicy ! puss o the sueces
Governmeaint itisn India. I
annoiced il resist attemp?

s those of the :rs of Hydere
Travencore (o sicy 2ut of the union of
Hindu-msiority provinces, and because it
has behind it a mowerful “ﬁth cotvmn "
among it i a force w be
reckoned with.

The picture that cmerges is thus highly
confusing, It is 50t 0o much & say that
India faces balkanization unless the Princes
can arrive at seme sort of understanding to

Tt

x\‘ stes 5"”}&\’.":‘

“lve and let UHve” with the two major
political parti ¢ has been sald, the attitude
of the Mum:. n more tolerant
ihan that ; wrey, and the forner
may pav (xndm s in the shape of ordered
progress  and - infegrztion of certain States

within the framework

But many Congress
Princes have ne survival v
that L.ey are unad\'ou
cespots

{ Pakistan.

iovs contend that the
lue in the new lndia,
s and t medicval
ish from the scene as

soan nhdrawn.  These
politicians that, with public
opinion and cconomic sanctions behind them,
they can elininate the Princes and 2 2bsord their

territories jnto  Hindustan—and the view is
t‘\cn shared by some dewaens (Ministers of

tates) who have esnoused the Cong.cw CEULL,

‘buch a contingeacy presupposes that (he
devoluton of pow
hands will be carricd out without a hiwh.
That is a consummauon devoutly 10 be wished,
but realism impels one to say that the POs&i=
bility of civil strife, communal or otherwise,
cannot be ruled our. And it is a w"ﬂh(.dnt
fact that in recent months the lndwx States
have been n,op*fvr ”\uy free from commu nat
rioting end m
British In ter unde. e pro-
tecting wing. Princes v l‘o have fcd Jr‘d
ciothed the;

Should cxvcumc'cna» arise in which the
system of persenul rule provides a greater
ocgrcc of security and order than may be {ound
in adjol oa ar uncer ** democratic ™ Tule,
its attractions t prove quite ampx'w 7ty
strong. Even in the rapidly changing nolitical

{resm Enish to indian |

sel-up in Indja to- day, the Gadiuon of loyalty
to a dynasty persists und  has nuuh Lo
recommen it.

DANGERS AHEAD

If it came 10 a " showdown > and aclive
strife developed between a sucessor Govern-
ment and ceriain Princes, widespread  dis-
order might occur and 1he last sate of the
covuiry be worse than the present. The cont-
munzal virus might spread to the States sud
ruters might ¢ € as champions of a par-
ticuiar faith, leadiog a jelicd (holy war) against
IL 18 \sorlh rereembering that some

2l comers.
of the bigger Princes have ar their o noval
hothey

guite considtrable mllllax) forces, wh
could augment by recruiiment among uncm-
ployed ex-seidiers.

Therefore, although jt may seem casy lo
drive a wedge bewur sulers and their sub-
Jects, politicians in Briish india would be weil
acvised 10 exercise moderavon and restrain: 1n
their dealings with lh«~ States.  Hitherto they
have,cgenemtly spu King. not dene so. What
is neeced now is & measure of tolerance which

!l give Indian ’.td a chunce to play its part
cvol\,'xon of z policy embodying all that
L in 1f1ugm"us systems a5 weil as those
elem: mts of w <‘cmof-' <y which suit the
indian temperas s . Equaily, u Js incumbhent
upon the India gt their cutlook
0 modern con ¢ #s Const -
tonal heads of ¢ Aost of ihem
already rea lize this &3¢ enxious to instituie

reforms whict ot them abreast of the
rest of the ¢ A few are, indesd, ahcad
of British Py be relied upon (o sol-
low progressiv

The great rzjerily

to d” fOL‘ of nm

¥ Princes have da wizh
parties—unlew ihe
Stoserious in
as such. The
50 vulneciable

Sout ‘1 .ndu can b\
a.kr S[a:ca Anox»

at is \v? Lh ny J.re ,An
with the new india. In s
seeking to protect their interest
mately—by forming regienal confeder: :
wh will constitute more stable .uimuu.\\m-
tive and political entities. Before joining one
com:uucnt asscmbly or the '\lhcr, they wish
to see (he complete picture as it emerges from
mo h'mw of the censtitution makxcers. In

ther cases, jmportant States have decided 1o
mkc part in shaping the new cc\nsritmiun.

In all this the British bheve no role
than that of counsellar and friend. ’llu :
thing they wish 10 encourage is fissiparous 1en-
dencies leading to the batkanization of h\u.l.
The V;c»roy, Lord Mounibatien, has mude it
dur that the Pritish Govc'n et does Dot -
tend to wcogn‘ ze any ingian State as a separaie
Domirion. As Crown Representative, he will
do everything in his power 1o heip the States
to negotiate with the other parties. The in-
ference js that Britain hopes it will be possible
for every State (o establish xs«J.\L\clm) reta-
tons with one or otwer of the Dominions
mort v 10 cone into being, That should also
be the hepe of progressive minded Indian:.

US 1O come 1o ity
¢ CUuses xi\\\ arc
‘\——g\’llg ‘(m'l—

' The Times !
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The declaration of the Governments of ;

Hvderatad and Travancore of their inten-
tion to assume independence when power
is transferred from British to Indian hands
has caused lvely coptroversy in British
The Congress Party, pursuing its
traditional conteniion that any Indian suc-
cession Government is entitled to assume
all the pcwers and obligations vesting in
ths PTritish raj, strongly denies the right of

India.

the Slates to declare their independence
an end to the existing ,,,

1

when Britain puts
connexion between the Crown and the
reling Princes.  The latest resolution
cf the All-Tndia Congress Committee
goes so far as to assert that it would
be “ a denial of the coursa of history and of
*“the objectives of the !ndian peop‘c to-
“ay 7 and calls upon the States to “ enter

Y us dcmocratic units into the Indian
“Union.,” Mr., JAWAHARLAL NuuRU has
claimed “ suzerainty or paramountcy = for

the Union Government, and has given a
warning that it will 1ot recognize the inde-
percence of any State or tolerste such
aition by any foreign Power. MR,
Jne '/u-v on the other hand, speaking for the
Muslim League, contends that, since the
British Government have refused to trans-
fer puramountcy, paramountey will come

I
to an end, thet no one can compel the
States to do anything contrary to their own
free will, that they are entitled to remain
independent if they so desire, and that
Pakistan will be glacd to negotiate or adjust
political, commercial, and cconomic rela-
tions with them on this basis if they wish.
This is'not 2 question in which Britain
can inteifere: it must be settled in
India. There is some truth in boih
contentions, contradict
scem at frst sight.
Iadia has been treated in many respects
as an organic whele ; economic life would
be brought to an end if the elaborate net-
work cf agreements covering finance,
Customs, communications and the like
now lnking Zritish Indiz to the Indian
St:‘. ‘es were suddenly to l.mse These W,
“matters of common concern” will not
lose their importance to.all parties when
the British Government cease to exercise
the powers of paramountcy; due pro-
vision must be made for them, if the
whole country, irreipective of political
boundaries, is not to Jall into adminisiza-
tive and economic chzos. Certainly it

yecog

would not be in accordance with the
larger interests of cither Dominion if

individuzal Stuies were to buitress a claim

ory- as they may -.
Under British rule f

ndependence by rei
support.

ing upon non-
But the Cow'rc%v Par’y

to rvu:u*d against such a dangcr by opunly
threatening the rulers and Governments
of the States. Not for the first time,
Jinnart shows  better judgment.
He has no more wish than the Congress
rty to see a patchwork of independent
jurisdicticns  in  India, but he re-
memibers  that it was the ill-advised
st of the Congress Party in 1938 to
views unon the Princes as well as
the Muclims which led the States
ta recoil fronr the federal provisions of
tae Act of 1925 and the Muslims to press
on with their campaign for Pakistan.
MR. Jinvagis confident that the States,
with theiriony political experience, will
ecconnmodate themselves to the new
sittation. e Is content to accept
the Britishh view that it is open to them
either to enter into a *edch relationship
with the Governments of an or
Pakistan or to remain cutside the crbit
of both while coucluding such arrange-
menis  uwpon  “matters of  common
“concern ™ as mav Dbe necessarr. He
recognizes, as MR. AMERY recognized in
a recent addrgss to the Royal Empire
Society, th < two Indian Dominions,
‘nm'ons of the Comnion-
eaaily maintain a fraternal
izlion with lesser units in various
es of political development. There is
ne need 10 force a set political pattern
LUpon every par of India.
it wou’d be wrong to fake for granted
that the States intend to stand upon the
triet letter of the severeignty t‘lby will
shortlv recover. The ma.'olny of the 563
wtntes arz already engag cd‘npoohx their
v inic the groupings wmw owe
to the foresight of the Nawar of
Lertain of these, like the con-
n of Western India and Gujarat,
possess ports and cother attributes of
ecenemic  sirengih which would make
ciose cooperation with both Dominions of
British Indxa profitable to all parties. The
larger States which stand outside these
groupings bave their own special diffi-
culties and .interests. The two States
Hich have z'teady announced their
intention of precerving independence of
zction arc examples. - Hyderabad, for all
its size, is Jandlocked and must chf\osc its
course with care ; hence its pres \,A.tattltuue
of Teserve——-\vhich is all ihat ¢ ‘indepen-
dense” means for the moment. Travan-
core, r'rch, highiy devel opcd and with
2 popuiaiion lurger than New #Zea-
hag

Sindust

lznd, hze its closest economic ties with
Sengal. It cannot decluare its political
and economic effiliations until the size and
gituatien of the iwo future Bengals are
det : Ivdeed, : existing | un-
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¢ bouncuries of the two
is & major factor in
ortant States to post-

2 Another is  the

ien 10 avoid, if possibie, identi-
ation with the grievous communal
‘uch at pre accompanies—

] impe the projected
ish India. To some pre-
dua States, lilke Mysore and
pite in Rajputana, the choice

1pears c.mou\, for geograchical us weil
as forcommunal reasens s theva rcd,cady
Tanging thef"‘,f ves thh the Hindustan
Constituent But even they
hdvc noz com "m mcmselves to entering
s final shape emerges.

i the Con-
s between the
sociated  them-
se.ves Witk the Constituent Assembly

AT

,,7

pa '..no:.: S:aies

of Hindustaa and the unpatriotic ”
States which decide to hold aloof is
tunreasenable and unfair. Each State or
group of States must retain in its own
hands the decision to federate with one or
other Deminion or to remain outside hoth
while making rovis;’on for *“ matters of
“common concern.” There is no obliga-
tion, moral or othcxw‘se upon ony State
to enter either Conmtuenz Assembly
unless it is convinced that such & course
will be advantageous. Those, like Hydera-
bad, Travancore, ond, it may be, Br\ooa‘
who favour ubs!whon. do not m_ch oy
(debar !r,cmselves from future association
with one or other Dominion or from close
‘cooperation with ecither or both, The
atiempt of the Congress Party tc put
pressure upon the Stales would seem to
be unjustiﬁcd as well as unwise. Certainly
it fits in badly with the party’s recent dis-
‘claimer of the intentien to force a consti-
fution upon any uawiliing portion of the

ccountry.  There is no reason why this

disclaimer, which forms the basis of the
present procedural plan, should hold good
for British India alone.

' The Times '

June 21, 1947
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FREEDGM FOR STATES UNDER
INDEPENDENCE BILL

GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S TRANSITIONAL
POTWERS

The Indian Independence Bill, providing for the establishment
of the two incdependent Dominions of India and Pakistan on
August 15 next, was formzlly introduced by the Prime Minister in
the House of Commons yesterday.

The Bill gives extensive trausitional powers to the Viceroy and
Governor-General to meoke orders for dividing between the new
Dominions the powers of the Governor-General in Council and for
the division of the Indian armed forces.

Sir Cyril Radctifie, K.C., has been: eppointed chairnian of the
Boundary Comumissions for the Punjzb anc bengal.

ROYAL TITLE
CHANGE

YT TR ATTIGG
FUTURE OF TREATIES
From Our Parlismentary Correspondent

A significant new chapter in the history
of the Hritish Commonwealth was opened
when the Prinme Minister formally intro-
duced in the Rouse of Commons the
Indian Independence Bill.

It Wiy done in the traditionai way. The
Speaker calied upon the Prime Minister,
who sat opposite the dispatch box on the
Trezsury bench; Mr. Atilee nodded his
Lead : and the Clerk of the House read out
the title of the Bill, the text of which was
issued fater in the day. Thus was Jaunched
the Biil by which will be established on
August 15, 1947, the two independent
Dominions of India end Pakistan, to
whose Governments there will then be
transferted all the powers hitherto exer-
aised in British India by the Parliament
and Government of the United Kingdom.

Apart from the States which may adhere
to on¢ or other of them, thc two new
Domainions together will embrace, in the
arce which is now British India, 2 toml

popuiation of more than 300,000,000
peopie. This compares with a total popu-
letiont of about 33,000.000 in all the rest
of the self-governing Dominions.

The future of the North-West Frontier
Province is vyet 1o  be decided,
bui on the assumption that this
Province decides to, ijoin Pakistan
a rough estimate suggests that within the
territories of British India there will be a
popuiation of about 220,000.000 in the
new Daoeminion of India aad &bout
80.000%%) in the Dominion of Pakistan.
Qutside British India there is a population
of about 100,000.600 in the 630 Indian
States, Some of the States have already
decided to iink themsclves either witl
India or Pxkistan.

206 CLAUSES
The Bill will be debated on second read-
ing in the Commons on Thursday. Its
maip provisions, contained in 20 clauscs
and threc schedules, are as follow:—
The two independent Dominions to be known
as India and Pakistan are to be set up from
August 15, 1947. L
Indix will consist of all the territories under
the sovereiznty of the King which are included
in British India except those designated in the
Bill a< the territories of Pakistan. )
Pakistan will consivt of the Provinces of East
Bengai and West Tunjab, the territories in-
ciuded in the Province of Sind, and the Chicf
Commeseioner's Province of British Baluchi-
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stan. I the 1eferenduns to be heid in the North-
West Frontier Province shows a majority of
votes i favour of joining the Constituent
Awsembly of Pakictan, this Province, too, will
be part of Pakistan.

There is to be a Governor-General appointed
by the King for cach of the two Tyominions, but
unless and until provision is macde to the con-
tary by the Legislature of éither ol the
Dominians the <ame person may e Governor-
Genetal of bath.

The words ** Indiae Imperator ™ and the
words * Emperor of India ™' are to be omitted
fram the royal styvle anag titles.

irom the appointed day (August 15) his
Maicay's Government in the United Kinedom
witl have no responsibility for the government
cof any of the territories now included in British
fnudir, T he sazerainty of his Majesty over the
States will also lapse {rom that daic.

Tempoiary  provisions are made for the
povevnment of cach of the new Dominions. The
roners of the Legisfature of each Dominion.
tor the nurpose of making provisions for iis
constitution, wil be exercised in the first in-
stance Iy the Constituent Assembly of that
Dominian.

I'xtenvive powers are given to the present
Vicerey and Governor-General (o make such
erders Ae seem o him necessary or expedient
to bong the Act o force.  He may make
orders {or dividing between the new Dominions
the powers of the Governor-Generai in Council
nnd for the division of the Indian armed forces,
These transitional powers extend only to March
31, 19488, ar &uch cartlier date as may be deter-
mined by the Lepislature of either Dominion.

REAL INDEPENDENCE
The title of the Bill in itsell is noteworthy.
It is intended to emphakize the faci—not
always underciond in other countries—thzt the
self-governing Dominions of the British Com-
monweatth are compictely indepencent nanions,
subject 16 no constraint by the United King-
dom or any other member Stale, &nd united
only by their cémnion allegiance to the Crown.
To make this more plain, ¢n the accession of
these two new Dominions, the royai style end
tiles wili be vo emended as to omit that which
has made his Majesty King-Emperor of india.
The passage in the Rill releting 10 this reads : «—
I;hr assent of the Perliament of the United
Kingdom is hereby given to the omission
from the roval style and titles of the words
*Indise  Imperator ™ and  the words
** Emperor of India ™ angd to the issue by his
Majety for that purpose of his royal pro-
clamztion under the Great Seal of the
Realm. '
Under the Statute of Westminsier it is neces-
<ary for the Partiaments of all the Dominmons
to give their assent to any chauge in dwe roval
sivie and  titles. Their Governmenis  have
already indicaied that there wili be 1io objection

to the passing of the necessary {egislation.

TREATY RELATIONS

Other consequxenees of the estabiishmweny of
the new Domintons are sex forth in the same
clause, as foliow: —

7.—(1) As from the appomted day—

(a) His Majcsty's Government in the UInited
Kingdom have no responsibiiity s respects the
government of any of the terrworics which,
ymmediately before that day, were incirded in
Briiish India; i

() the suzerainty of his Majexty over th
Indian States lapmes, and with it, all trestics
and agreements in force at the date of the
passing of this Act between his Maiesiy and
the rulers of Indian States, all functions exer-
cisable by his Majesty et that datc with respect
to Indian Statcs, all obligations of his Majesty

v

existing. at that dale towards Indian States ‘or
the rulers thereof, wmd all powers, rights,
eutharity or wirisdiction exercisable by his
Majesty at thet date m or i relation to Indian
Siates by treaty, grant, wage, sufferance, or
oWerwise ; and

(¢} therc lapse also any treatics or agree-
ments 18 {orce at the date of the passing of
ihis Act between his Maiesty and any persons
fiaving authonity in the tribal arecas, any obliga-
trons of his Majesty cxisting at that date to
&ny such persons or with respect to the tribal
areas, and all powers, rights, authority, or
Jursdiction exercisable at that date by his
Majesty in or in relation to the tribal areas by
treaty, grant, usage, suflerance, or otherwise.

There follows an important proviso that,
rotwithstanding anything in paragraphs (h) or
(€), any agreements relating to customs, transit
and communications, posts and telegraphs, or
other like matters shail be continued until the
agreements are denounced by the States or the
tribal areas on the one hamd or by the
Dominions or Provinces on the other, or arc
Superseded by subsequent agzreements.  This
IS inserted to prevent any disruption of
common services af(cr the transfer of power.
With the passing of paramountcy all the Indian
States will regamn complete freedom of action
and 1t will be for them to decide for them-
selves hovw they will shape their course in the
india of the future.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Tt appears from the Bill that Lord Mount-
batten will become for a transitional period
after the passing of the Act Governor-Gencral
of both Dominions, This transitional period
wiil not continoe beyond March 31, 1948, and
may be tenminated earlier at the instance of
either Dommion.  If it is so desired there will
atterwiards be a Governor-General for each.
ger the same clause the Governor-
General will mzke such Orders as appear 1o
1T necessary  or  expedient for dividing
between the new Dominions and- i new
Provinces o bc constituted “ the powers,
rights, property, dutics, and liabilitics of the
Governor-Gencral in Council ™ or of the Pro-
vinces whichk are to cease to cxist; for * re-
moving difficulties arising in connexion with
the {ransition 10 the provisions of this Act
for guthotizing the carrying on of tKe busincss
of the Governor-General in Council between
the passing of this Act and the appointed ¢
for enebling zgreements to be eniered into
other acts donc on behalf of either of iic
rew Domivions before the appointied dav
for zuthorizing the carrying on for the time
being on behali of the new Dominions. or
groups of Provinces, of services and activities
previousiy cerried on on behaif of British
india as a whole ; for regulating the monetary
svstem and any matters relating to the Reserve
Bank of India; and, for any of these purposes.
for varying the constitution, powers, or juris-
diction of any icgislature, court, or other
authority in the new Dominions, and creating
new legislatures, courls, or other authorities.

ARMED FORCES

These powers are to be madc retrospective
to June 3, }947. A special clause makes pro-
vision for the Indian armed forces, and stipu-
lates that the Orders (0 be made by the
Governor-General ** shall make provision for
the division of the Indian armed forces of his
Majesty between the (wo Dominions and for
the command and governance of those forces
until the division 15 completed.” Another
clzitse Javs it down that ! the Bili




rffects the jurisdiction or authority of the
Uhnited Kingdom Government, or the Service
departments, in relation (o any of his Majesty's
forces (not being Indian forces) * which may,
on or after the appoinicd day, be in cither of
the new Dominions ™ or elscwhere in the terri-
tories which are at present included in India.

The Bill recognizes as the Constituent
Assembiy for Inidia, with the necessary modifi-
cetions, the Assembly which sat first on
December 9, 1946, in which the Muslim
League declined to participate. It also
authorizes the establishment for Muslim India
of a Constituent Assembly of Pakistan to be
set up under the authority of the Governor-
General. The Indian States may accede to
either of the two Dominions and their repre-
sentatives may sit in either of the Assemblies.

THE INDIA OFFICE

Whean the Bill becomes law the functions of
the Secretary for India and of 1he India Office
will be ended, snd all business relaiing to India
and Pakistan will be dealt with by the Secre-
tary of State {or Commonwealth Relations.
The India Office was built out of Indian
reveriues, and there is a proviso in the 1935
Act that the premiscs shall be used only in
connexion with the relationship of the Crown
o India. .. It is cxpected that some of the
archives will bc transferred to (he new
Dominion Governments and that an amicable
arrzngement will be made with them about the
future use-of the India Office for somc other
Government purposc. )

It was on June 3 that Mr. Attlee frst
announced to Parliament the plans for the
trensier of power to successor authorities in
India this year on the besis of Dominion
stetus. - Within 32 days, so swiftly have events
moved here and in India, he has been able to
present 10 Parliament the Bill {for establishing
the two new Dominions of the King.

! The Times '

July 5, 1947.

INDEPENDENT INDIA

The purposc of the indian Independence
Bill, which the PriMe MINISTER intro-
duced into the House of Commons
yesterday, is to permiit the creation of two
indepcndent Indian Dominions out of the
territory long known as British India. No
more appropriate date could have been
devised for the Bill's appearance than
Independence Day, July 4. By making
certain necessary alterations in the
Government of India Act of 1935 and
ailowing the remaining provisions .to
stand until they are modified by the new
Dominion Governmients at their discretion
the necessary legislative framework is
provided for the period of transition
which must elapse before each Dominion
bas framed its final constitution. This
procedure, which was suggested to the
Cabinet Jast month by LorD MOUNT-
BATYEN, ingeniously solves a major diffi-
culty in the transfer of power from British
to Indjan hands. *

It has long been the . desire of all
sections of Indian opinion, regardless
ol party differences, that this transfer
should be effected .as rapidiy as pos-
sible.  The difficulty was to devise a
method of eflecting the transfer without
waiting for the completion of the process,
almost certainly lengthy, by which: the
peopics of India must finally shape their
own constituticnal . arrangements. By
setting up two Indian Dominions and con-
ferring upon them the compiete control
of their own aflairs enjoyed by other
partners in the Commonwezaith this
country is enabled to reiinguish power
over India forthwithz in a perfecily consti-
tutional fashion, while leaving to each
Dominion the remaining responsibility of
shaping at jeisure the form of its-domestic
policy and the natute of its external rela-
tions. In accordance with the undertaking
of the Government {0 pass the necessary
legislation through Parliament before the
end of the present session, some hard and
compiex work has.been done both in
Whitehall and in Delhi. The provisions
of the draft Bill have been communicated
informally to' the leaders of the Indian
parties, and it is understood that they have
made valuable contributions to its present
form. Since the policy which it embodies
has already received the general approval
of MR, CHURCHILL and other Opposition
lcaders, its passage through Parliament
should not be impeded for political
reasons.

The fterritories of the 1wo new
Dominions are to be knows as India and
Pakistan. They are to come inio exist-
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ence on August 15. The.Bill also provides
for the work of the boundary com-
missions which, under the suidance of SIR
CyYRiL RADCLIFFE as chairman, are to
define the final frontiers. Each Dominion
is to have its own Governor-General ; but
until they make their decision there may
be one Governor-General for both. This
provision may be important. There is at
present a widespread feeling in India that
Loro MOUNTEBATTEN, who is confronting
thedifficult work of partitionwith such out-
standing energy and success, is probably
the best person to carry it to completion.
For this purposc certain specific powers
are entrusted by the Bill to the Governor-
General. These he may exercise until
the end of March, 1548, unless either
Dominion decides to terminate them atan
carlier date. Full legislative authority in
cach Dominion is vested in its Constituent
Assembly, which is conseguently em-
powered to create ils own Cabinet, and
alter August 15 the central Governmient
of India comes to an end, together with
cvery form of British contre! over the new
Dominions or any porticn of them.
Detailed provisions in the Bill cover ihe
armed [orees, the services of the Secretary
of Mate, and numerous other questions
raised by the changes proposed. of which
the more important are summarized on
another page.

Since Parliament is not entitled to iegis-
Lie directly for the territories of the
Indian States, the references in the Bill to
itenr {uture position are necessarily in-
ducct. The Eill lays down in terms the
rieht of the States 5o accede 1o either of
the new Dominions. it is important to
emphasize this right of accession—and,
presumably, of abstention—in view of the
political pressure o which the States arc
being subjected by the Congress Party.
The Bill further provides that {rom
August 15 the suzerainty of the Crown
over the Staies lapses, and that all power
and authority exercisabie by the Crown in
relation to them comes 1¢ an end. By its
nature the peculiar relation of para-
mountey which has so Jong linked the
States to the Crown cannot be transferred
to any succession Government.  This is
not to say that chaos must supervenc with
the end of this relation.  Until existing
agreements covering Customs, communi-
cations, posts and telegraphs, and other
such matiers are either denounced by the
rulers or the Dominion or Province con-
cerned  or superseded by  subsequent
agreements, the Bill provides that they
shall remain valid.  Such “ standstil] ”
arrangements are plainly indispensabic to
prevent the economic bife of India from
undergoing  a  disastrous nterruption.
There is 10 reason to supnose that the
States will object to them.  But it is essen-
tial that the States shall be given time to

adapt themselves 1o the new régime, and

this is plainly the intention of the Bill in SO
far as they come within its scope.

The creation of two Asiatic Dominions
in the manner set out by the Bijl IS an
cvent without paralizi in the history of
the Commonwealth. Jt is anoiher remark-
able iilustration—the  United States of
America was the first—of thie power of
those political ideas {ushioned in this
island of which, as BuUrks argued so
cloguently when American independence
was at stake. freedom is the first. The
manner in which, since BURKE'S day. the
constituent clements of the world-wide
association of British communities have
cvolved from subordination to full and
equal partnership has borne out his
eloquence, though it still perplexes some
observers. They cannot easily understand
how the complete independence of each
country in the Commonwealth can be
reconciled with the close and cordial re-
lationship which binds them all together.
The essence of this relation, into which
this great sub-continent of India, with its
diversity of race, of creed, and of culture,
now newjy enters, is that it is voluntary.
It is instantly terminable at the discretion
of cach associate, It is entirely appro-
priate that the “short title ” of the legis-
lative enactment which will bring the two
new Dominions inio existence should be
“The Indian Independence Act™ ; and,
by the same token, it can reasonably be
hoped that, with the choice made {ree, the
British conncxion will not bhc wholly
abandoned.

' The Times '

July 5, 1947



FORCES’ BARLY WITEDRAWAL

The Indian Independence Biil, which provides for the establish-
ment on August 15 of the two independent Dominions of India and
Pakistan, was given an unopposed second reading in the House of
Commons last night. '

‘The Prime Minister said the Xing had intimated that as soon as
the Bill was passed he would accept the recommendations of the
Congress Party and the Muslim League in favour of Lord Mount-
batten as Governor-Generni of the Dominion of India, and of Mr.
Jinnah as Governor-General of Pakistan.

DN OF FUTURE ~— NEW CHAPTER
INTTY OPENE

— VOLUNTARY SURRENDER
DRITISH AIMS OF POWEIR

Mr. ATTLEE, in moving the second reading
WUSTMINSTER, THURSDAY  of the Indian Independence Bill, after announc-
Althotigh shades from the glittering ing that the ilivg placed his prerogative and
g =T ini- if ; fur us :erned matters dealt with
fays of ¢ 1’y o inder British admini- fnterest, so G @s concerned matter tt
days of {ndia’s past und o i the Bifi, at the disposal of Parlmnt-:nt, said
at the Bill brought to an end one chapter in
S Commens this evening wien the Indian the long connexion between Britain and lodia
g tonce B came up for second and opened another.  British rule, which had
‘ndependence Bal came {ip 20T oY - endured so long, was now, at the iustance of
reading, owas to o tutqt'q I WRiCa A% iniy country, coming tb an end, .
soped the two npew Dominions 10 be set There Liad been many instances in history
4n on Aug 15 might ultimately come {‘-’hvf? Stares bad H, the point of the swr;rd
i . P . - 7 <en forced to sucrender goverament to another
1owether - . orent member-state U e &
: :'5““"-“" _]“_‘ A ;" L IORE L._r‘c:lel‘.lh Tr’ wt Nir, Deopic, but it was very rare for a people who
of the Dritish ©ommonw uth that M. : enjoyed power over anothec nation
Arieee fifted the gaze of ine hopsc. er it voluntarify. le recalled as the
The dionity and restraint of his speech s parallel the action of the Liberal
i B s or . £ Qs T e D,
matched the nreatness of the occasion and “‘-’“’}‘”{6’_}; of 5“‘Hu"1y Campbeii-Banner-
o =2 . ny (8} { yOs 0
thie mood of the assembiy. No passage was.! ! & 10, WHEE BT
“1-‘,.';!%_? with C!L').Si.‘i' intzrest o (e Sl‘.C[‘.‘t own ffairs
Chamber—enriched by the glow of saris african way
in the crowded galleries—toan that in dore fruitin
. ¢ ' that weeal So
which Mgz, Arries announced that the [at wredt S

¥ e
stration may have hovered over the Hoeuse

e
b they had lost in t
was a great act of fu
and in 1939, Heo™
African statesman General
- . 5 7 3 Sruts it us marking the end of
e el mated that he wag racl Y , g end
sadog had mn'_:m'!ga that De was preparec oo iivm, e regretted, and he was sure
s suon a8 the Bilk was '“ji‘«SSCd 10 aceept ihe Jlouse would regret, that the statesu
the recomumendations of Congress and e who wos thed a Young Under-Secretary who
Vustim League in favour of the preseat ‘t‘(‘jk‘; hf’l*;r\"‘-lnfﬁf announcing the decision of
L S . ~ % 3 W o, § Tes S 3'e O - -
Viceroy s Governor-General of  the sovernment to extend responsi's'e covern
Mominion of tndia and Mr. Jinnah as.

1w to the Transvaal 4! year ro—Mr,
wovernar-General of Paistan.

o

iwrchill—was not, for reasons they knew,
e 1o be present at the dedate that day.
Leers.)
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Looking hack over the years we might well
be proud of the work which our fellow citizens
had done in India, (CI"CCN) There had, of
caurse, been mistakes and failures, but we
Could wssert that our rule in India would bear
compacison with that of any other nation
which had been charged with the ruling of a
neople so diferent from themselves.  Ther
had been 2 ureat succession of Viceroys who
had oade their contribution and had sought
to seove ledia faithfully, . Not least among
them would e Lomwd the present Viceroy,
(Cheers,) There were also the names of many
governors of provinces, and high among them
was that of Sir John Anderson. Admini-

in hee se

Constitut, not mean the
disuppearance  of the civilian  European
communities in India. In the future those
of Dritish race who had been in the services
in todia would, the Government confidently
expected, be willing, at the invitstion of the
two new Governments, to continue in ofScial
service in fadic and Pakistan.

PARTITION THE ONLY wWAY
1t ad breen the settled policy of ali parties in
this country for muny years that Indians in
course of time should manage their own atYairs,
but the question had always been ** How and
when”  The major ditliculty had been the
cosnmung! system, the absence of mutual
trust s#nd tolerition hetween communities.

It had soractimes beea said by our enemies
that this was a difliculty created by ourselves
in order 1o perpetuate our own rule. Nothing
couid be more untrue.  They had all wished
to maintain the unity of India and o give
compieie bcll~govcrnvnmt and preserve the
rights (;F minorities and everyone had hoped
that o solution might be found witho:.. resori-
inyg (o rur'w)n He krew that many Indiags
of all communities devoutly desired this, 1t
fad not been found practicable. They and
the Iodian statesmen had had to accept tha
only aitzrnative—partition. He earnestiy hoped
that rhis severance might not endure, that the
two new Dominions thcy now proposed to set
up miicht in course of time come together again
to form one great member-state of the British
Commonwealth of Nations, but this was a
muatter for [ndians themse!ves.,

The demand for independence had been in-
sistently pressed for many years by leaders
of Indian thought. Thers were very strong
reasons that militated against the complete
isolation that some demanded. The one great
pracical kmmple of how complete freedom

change did

and i sendence ‘could be combined with
inclusion in 2 greater whole was the British
Commonweulth of Nations, The ¥ 1 Com-

monwenith of Ndnons was so unique that its
nature was stil! not fully comprchwwd Even
many of our American friends did not under-
stand that the Dominions were as free as Great
Britain

Ty this

Bill they set up two ir\dep«:ndent
ndian ﬁmmmons free and equal aad of no
less smt”» than the United .\mgoorn and com-
pletely free in all respects of any control by
this country, but united by a commen aliegt

ance to the Sovereign, receiving ['lr"""‘] their
manbershi of  the Commonwenlin great

advantiages but not in any way q\'ud""]" any
restrintion, The idea of this 3l cxmmxcd thsy
independence that had been the goal for so
fang of so nx my Indians, Ue belicved it wou'd
! the British Commonwealth

altized withia

oi tions. Tt was his hepe that these new
Dorminions might continee in this or L..I 2350~
ciution, giving and receiving benefits, Ile suw

with great regret in one p‘lper, and he thought
it was in one paper ounly, that the step they
were now taking was described as abdication.
It was not abdication ; it was the fu!filment of
Britain’s rnission. (Cncers) It was the culmi-
nating point in a long course of events.

The House was being asked to dea! with

the Bill in a very short time, but the Govern-
mcnt were really constrained by the urgency of
the matter. It had been an arduous and exact-
ing task to prepare the Bill in the time avail-
able. No doubt if time allowed it could be
Jmm‘ov‘-d its general lines had had to be
ed by the Governor-General with the
o leaders, and while he wou!d not sugzeest
tha it every detail had the approval of Congress
and Musiim leaders, he believed that in its
present form it rvprescmed thc greatest amount
of agreement possible and b oonc\cd it would
effect what was dc<.“,u. Delay  he was
absolutely certain would jLOpt\Id Ze sUCCess.

C,'uu»e 5 provided for the \p')nmnmnt by
the King of a Governor-General for each of
the new Dommvons, but with the proviso that
unti! provision was made to the contrary the
same person might be Governor-General of
both. The -appointment of Governors-Genera!
in the Domvmons was made by the King on
the advice of his Ministers in the Dominion
ceacernzd, and it would be wholly improper
for his nIa,eaty "Government in the United
Kingdom to be in any way concerned with
the maier.  But to-day (cox"'nued Mr.
x\:l.ec) it is pecessary for me to make some
3 :r comments because the position in

ation” to the appointment of ‘Governors-

G creral of the new Dominions is exceptional,

UNUSUAL PROCEDURE

In the first place, thers is the matier of pro-
cedure. It is not possible to follow the normal
procedure in this cuse. Under the Bill,
Governors-General have to be appointed as
from August 15. Although the two ccuntries
become- Dominions as from that date, there
can be no Ministers formally to advise the
Crown until a Governor-General has been
“mpomred and Ministers have taken olfice. In
these circumstances, it was «agreed with the
indian leaders, and the King’s approval was
obtained, that the Viceroy wou'd consult the
rtcogmzed leaders of Congress and the Muslim
League as to whom they would wish to recom-
rr\r*nd for appointment as Governors-General.

Then their advice would be formal‘y tendered
to the King by his Majesty’s Government in
the United Km%om

This procedure will, of course, apply only
in the preseat case. U wish to eraphasize the
fact that although the appointments would be
made on the form,ll idvice of Ministers here,
Lhey are, in fac thc recommendations of

re Indian mnde s themselves. "‘So ruuch for
t‘xc c"cq)u\ma‘ procedure in the present
instance. The Viceray has represented that it
would be in the interest of ail if some state-
meno could be made at an early date about
the persons who are to be recommended for
these posts. lhts again, is a most unusual
procedure. I s! ould inform the House that
1 have received the King's specific authority
for referring to reccrmmendations before him
and to ichr assent cannot, of course, Lo
civen L the has become law. 1t had
timated us that it would be most
convenient to all concernied to hove one
Gov"r" r-General for both ¢f these Dominions
in the mmal stages, and for some time we
proceeded on this assumption It has recently
become  clear, however, tiat the Muslim
League was in favour of a separate Governoi-
General to be appointed for Pakistan,




THE VICEROY AND
MR. JINNAH

It is obviously very desirable that this
matter should be settled at the earliest possible
opportunity in order that the position may be
understood in India, and so that the new
Governors-General can prepare themselves to
take over on August 16, Both Congress and
the Muslim League have been recognized in
the Bill as successor authorities, and they have
made recommendations which have been con-
veyed by his Majesty’s Government to his
Majesty. ~While the formal announcemeit
taust await the passing of the Bill, his Majesty
has intimated that he is prepared to accept
these recommendations as soon as the Bill is
passed. The recommendations are in favour of
the present Viceroy as Governor-General of
[ndia, and of Mr. Jinnah as Governor-General
of Pakistan.

The recommendation of Lord Mountbatten
was welcomed by the Muslim League (Mr.
Attlee went on), and they had agreed that
he should be the chairman of ¢he Joint Delence
Council which would be responsible for the
Central Administration of the Armed Forces
until India and Pakistan were in a position
to administer them. Me was sure the House
would agree that this reccommepdation showed
that Lord Mountbatten had carried out his
duties in India with complete impartiality and
had wen the confidence .of all the people of
India. (Ministerial cheers.) He had expressed
his willingaess in the special circumstances to
serve in this capacity, at all events during e
transition period. ¢

He wished to pay his tribute to Lord
Mountbatten.. Great benefits for the future
of the wiiole continent of india would have
followed from his appointment as Governor-
General of both new Dominions.: He had
built up a remarkable position for himself
with both parties in India and his wise counse!s
and his great devotion to the public cause
without any thought of his own personal
position would undoubtedly prove a most
beneficial factor in the future development of
the whole continent of India. (Cheers.)

TRANSFER OF POWER
FOREIGN RELATIONS

With the transfer of power to two Indian
Dominions it was necessary to terminate the
paramouatcy and suzerainty of the Crown ovgr
the Indian States, and with them the political
engagements concluded under paramountcy. A
feature running through all their relations with
the States had been that the Crown had con-
ducted their foreign relations. They received
no international recognition independent of
India as a whole. With the ending of the
treatigs and agreements the States resained
their independence, but it would be unfor-
tunate it they were to become islands cut off
from the rest of India. The termination of
their existing relationship with the Crown need
have no such consequences. Already -a farge
number of them had declared their willingness
to enter Into relationship with the new
Dominions, and some had been represented
in the Constituent Assembly of India. The
Governmont hoped that all States would in
cdue course find their appropriate place within
one or other of the new Dominions. !le
welcomed the active steps that. were beiny
1aken to set up States Departments of the
new Dominions to handle negoiiations with
the States Governments. It he were asked
what would be the attitude of his Majesty
Government to any State which decided
to cut adeitt from its peighbours and assert
its independence he would say to the ruler
of that State: ** Take your time, think acain.”
He hoped that no irrevocable decision to stay
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out would be taken prematurely. Fresh agree-
ments with the Nerth-West Frontier tridbes
would have to be neuotiated by the successor
Governments.

Subsection (2) of Clause 7 dealt with the
omission from the Royal Style and Title of
the words Indiue Imperator and the words
* Emperor of India.” A change in the Royal
Style and Title was not a matter for the United
Kingdom alcre, but concerned other members
of the Briiish Commonwealth as well.
As a result consultations with the Prime
Ministers concerned, he was authorized to
state that the other Commonwealth Govern-
ments agreed with the proposed change in the
royal style and titles and were prepared to take
Such-‘ steps as they considered necessary to
obtain the consent of their Parliaments. It
might, therefore, be somez time before this
sub-s;ectxon could become operative.

With the termination of all Briti¢h control
over the Indian sub-continent the historic
office of Secretury of State for India would
come toan end. The conduct of relations with
India would fall within the sphere of the
Secretary of State [or Commonweaith Rela-
tions. The transitional period would, no
doubt, bring, in our relations to India and
Pakistan, a considerable volume of work, much
of it of a winding-up character which would
not ordinarily fall within the range of the
functions of the Secretary .of State for
Commonweuith Relations. This would add
considerably to his responsibilities, and in
order to assist in this work it was proposed to
appoint a Minister of State for Commonwealth
Relations. It was one of the vosts allowed
under section 2 of the Re-glection of Ministers
Act, 1919, commonty called * Ministers with-
out Portfolio.” There would consequently be
no need for legislation, but he would be sub-
mitting a recommendation to the Xing for
filling this post in due course.

TWO LEGISLATURES
CONSTITUENT POWERS

The origina! plan of the Cabinet mission
was for the sctiing up of a Constituent
Assembly for the purpose of framing a con-
sutution for all India. The decision to set
up two Dominions, of course, altered the
whole situation.

It had become necessary to provide for
legislatures in India and Pakistan as from
August 15, and these legislatures, besices
having general legislative powers, would have
also constituent powers—that was to say,' they
must be legislative bodies set up for the dual
purpose of performing the ordinary functions
of a Parliament #nd of making some consti-
wtions.  The problem to be solvad was to
set Parliaments at work in the two Dominions
where there was no constitution actually in
being, while at the same time providing {ér
the framing of a new constitution. A soiution
has been found by adopting the In‘ia Act of
1935, with necessary adaptations, as the basic
constitution for the time being of both ths
new Dominions, while giving the constituent
Assemblies tlie status of Pa sents.

) Ckm;‘ﬂ 9 sct out the machinery of adapta-

tion.  This was 10 be done by order of the
Governor-General. By the appoinied day
August 15, the powers were exercisable by the
Governor-General within the meaning of the
Act of 1935, that was to say, by Lord Mount-
batten, but aflter that date, where the Order
or Act atfected only one Dominion, by tie
Governor-Genernl of that Dominion ; where it
concerned both by the two Governors-General
acting jointly,  He (Mr. Attlee) admitred that
the powers utven here were very wide. That
was inevitabie in the nature of the case. The
Governor-General had to bring the Act into
operaton.  Me had to effect a division between
the two Dominions, dividing the powers,
rigats, assets, property, habilities, &c.
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The Indian leaders had agreed in principle
to the setting up of an arbitration tribunal to
which could be referred any question regarding
the position of assets and liabilities on which
the two Governments could not reach agree-
ment. The question of the composition of that
tribunal was still under discussion.

VITAL SERVICES

But, besides these duties, the Governor-
General had to make the adaptations required
in the Government of India Act, 1935, in orcde
to make the new couostitution for the tj e
being. He had in particular the task -
arranging during the transition period for tie
carrying out of services which were vital in
the interests of both the new Dominions.

The House would realize how grzat was
the problem of dealing with such matters as
railway and other communications, the
Reserve Bank, the monetary and fiscal systems,
and, of course, defence, to mention only the
most obvious exampies of those services which
had hitherto bezn operated in the interests of
the whole of India. Clearly, it rnust take time
before the separate systems could be set up, for
definite agreements to be made between the
two Dominions. Provision must be made by
some method—it might be by joint deleca-
tions of the two Dominions—for carrying cut
all these various activities during the transition
period, and it was for this reason that such
wide powers were given to the Governor-
General. These powers would come to an
end on March 31 next, unless terminated ¢arlier
by the Dominion legislatures. '

His Majesty’s Government in’ the White
Paper published last April made their position
plain with regard to the services and all pledges
given then by his Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom stood. It was then stated that
the Government of 1ndia accepted liability for
pensions earned by the services under the
Secretary of State whether they were civilians
or members of the defence services. Clause
10, which had been inserted expressly at the
request of the leaders of the Indian parues,
provided for the maintenance of the existing
conditions of service as well as the right of
those members of the Secretary of State’s ser-
vices who continued to serve the Governments
of the new Dominions. He was haopy to an-
nounce that the leaders of the Indian parties
had guaranteed the existing terms and con-
ditions of service of all those. in their services.
including Europeans. (Cheers.) That excluded
any discrimination between Indians and non-
Indians. Thers was one category for which
his Majesty’s Government had a special respon-
sibility—nuamicly, the Europeans who had
served in the Secretary of State’s and amalogous
services. The Government intended to invite
the new authorities to regotiate in due course
an agreement whereby a canital sum in sterling
would be set up to cover these ltabilities.
Meanwhile they would receive the pensions to
which they were entitled

Until the division of the armed forces was
complcted and the Dominion Governments
were in a position to administer them, the
existing armed forces in India would remain
under the administrative control of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, who would in turn be under
a joint defence council of which, it had been
agreed, Lord Mountbatten should be chair-
man, The Commander-in-Chief would have
no izsponsibility for law and order, no opera-
tional control of any units: except those in
trensit from one dominion toe another, and
no power to move troops within the borders

f cither dominion.

WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISY
TROOPS

On the transfer of power on August 15,

the withdrawal of British armed forces in
India would immediately be started. The with-
drawal would be carried out as rapidly as
shipping permitted, and would be completed
probably by the end of the year. The Third
Schedule of the Bill set out modifications of
the Army Act to be made for the British Army
whiie it remained in India. The general prin-
ciple was to remove all powers of interference
by the Governor-General and other civiliaa
authorities in India with the internal affairs
of the British Army in India, while preserving
their powers and duties so far as they did not
amount to interference of that kind.

It had been the Government’s iniention to
undertake negotiations which should be con-
cluded simultaneously with the transfer of
power, on matiers arising out of the transfer
of power, but owing to the course of cvenis
it had not been possible for such agree-
ments to be negotiated: it was oniy since his
Majesty’s Government's statement nn June 3
that it became clear that the transizr of power
would be to two separate States. The Govern-
ment’s desire was (o establish close, cordial,
and cffective relations  with both the new
Dominions in all fields atfecting the common
interest, ‘and particularly in regurd to defence
matters and in the economic field.

' The Times '

July 11, 1947



INDIAN INDEPENDENCE

Yesterday the House of Commons, in
according an unopposed second reading
to the Indian Independence Bill, gave
expression to ‘the confidence of the
British people in the vitality of the
conceptions of political freedom first
fushioned in this island. The power
of these conceptions to transcend the
barriers of race and creed. has been
exhibited on previous occasions during the
evolution of the Commonwealth, but it has
never been illustrated in more dramatic
fashion than in the legislative measure
which will call into being two great new
Asian partners in that world-wide and
voluntary association. That the rule of
Britain over India would finally achieve
some such fulfilment has been long per-
ceived by British statesmen, if only be-
cause an evolution of this nature was
inhierentin the political principles on which
that rule was based. Exactly one hundred
and “ourteen years ago, as a correspondent
has recalled, when the great India Bill of
1833 was being debated in the House of
Commons, MACAULAY delivered in its sup-
port on July 10 the famous forecast which
has since inspired so many of those who
followed him in the service of India:
1t may be that the »nublic mind of India may
expand under our system till it has outgrown
that system: that by good government we
may educate our snbjects into a capacity” for
befter government: that having become in-
_s:ruc'.ed in European knowledge, they may,
in some future age, demand European institu-
tions. Whether such a day will ever come, I
xnow not. Bui never wilk I attempt to avert
it or retard it., -Whenever it comes, it will be
the proudest day in English history.

That day has now arrived.

The PrRIME MINISIER'S Impressive sur-
vey of the development of British rule in
India from ijts early beginnings to its ful-
filment in the present Bill set the tone of
yesterday’s debate upon a level worthy of
a greaboccasion,  But it was to the future
rather than to the past that he was mainly
concerned to direct the atteation of the
House. He made plain his conviction
that the ending of one chapter in the long
connexion betwesn the British and Indian

coples was in fact the preparation for
apother; and he laid stress upon the
important part which Brizish citizens con-
tinuing to work in India could play in
strengthening the ties of friendship be-
tween the two new Dominions and the
other pariners of the Commonwealth. His
exposition of Commonweaith relations,
and his Insistence that the two new
independent Dominions would have no
ser status than the United Xingdom or

1

Canada, will certainly command abroad

the approval generally manifested by ail
sections of opinion in the House. His
survey of the present situation in India and
of the developments which ‘the Bill permits
tnrew light upon many points hitherto
obscured from the view of the public. In
regretting that the peoples of India had
found it impossible to combine in a single
political unit the PRIME MINISTER
echoed a feeling generally held both inside
and outside Parliament. But tae communal
problem, which was not of Britain's
creating, had stood in the way; and the
plan now proposed was the hest that could
be devised. It had been hoped that the
two new Dominions would cgree to accept
a common Governor-General for the
transition period preceding the completion
of partition, but even this hope, as the
PuiME MINISTER showed, has been dis-
appointed.

The Congress Party’s nomination of
Lorp MountBaTTEN for subsequent
appointment as Governor-General of
India, though not unexpected, will be
widely welcomed. He has won universal
regard and confidence by his whole-
hearted desire to serve the best interests
of India; and there is no doubt
among the Indian leaders that he is
admirably fitted to the new constitutional
position he will occupy. The decision
of the Muslim League to choose MR.
Sisnatt as the first Governor-General of
Pakistan is more surprising. There are
doubtless good reasons why Pakistan
should prefer to have its separate
Governor-General from the outset ; but it
is unusual for a statesman at the height
of his power and reputation to accept
an oflice, however dignified and infuen-
tial, which by its very nature entails a
withdrawa! from direct day-to-day ad-
ministration. Yet those who will be called
to rule Pakistan may hold that the rela-
tively undeveloped polities which make
up much of its territory must be guided by
a Governor-General capable of exercising
the functions of higher countrol and co-
ordination which formerly vested in a
Canning or ‘a Curzon. Certainly MRr.
JinnaH will be a force with thich his
Cabinet must reckon.

No portion of the PrRIME MINISTER'S
statement gave more general satisfaction
than that which dealt with the defence
arrangements of the two Dominions. The
partition of the Indian Army is already
proceeding smoothly in a fashion which
has surpassed all hopes under the guidance
of a committee presided over by the pre-
sent commander-in-chief ; while the insti-
tution of 2 comunon defence committee
under the chairmanship of Lorp MounT-
BATTEN provides a guarantee of present
security and lays the foundation of future
cooperation for the protection of all the
neoples of the sub-continent. It is under-
stood that the Jeacders on both sides have
agread to retain. British officers in their
military service until each Dominion is in
a position to proceed with its own scheme
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of replacing them with fully qualified
Tndian officers. At the same time the
Prime MINISTER announced the entirely
correct and necessary decision to withdraw
all British troops from the two new
Dominions as rapidly as.possible after the
transference of power, and to complete
the process by the end of this year.
There was -no disposifon on the
partof Opposition speakers to question
cither the supreme significance of the
occasion or the general principles on which
the Bill is based. MR. HAROLD MACMILLAN
developed some of the points touched on
by the PriME MINISTER in explaining the
relations of the two new Dominions to
the Commonwealth system, and empha-
sized the importance of a good under-
standing between them if the other
partners were to afford them the full bene-
fits of common protection.  But he was
particularly concerned that the Indian

leaders should provide liberal treatment
both for the minorities within the
Dominions and also for the Indian States.
The PRIME MINiSTER alluded only very
briefly to the position of the States ; and it
seems likely thot an attempt will be made
in the Committee stage of the Bill to
elucidate the intentions of the Guovernment
towards those States which do not find it
easy to join either Dominion. That the
majority of States will ultimately do so,
as the PRIME MINISTER hopes, cannot be
doubted, but they must be given time to
adjust their policy to the new conditions,
and certain attempts by spokesmen of the
Congress Party to coerce them by threats
into precipitate action have already caused
an unfortunate impression. But SARDAR
PATEL, in setting Up the new States
Department of which he has taken control,
has now explained that it is not in fact
the intention -of the Congress Party to
dominate the States or to interfere in
their domestic affairs; and that hé is con-
cerned only to secure their cooperation
in the fields of defence, foreign affairs,
and communications alreacy accepted by
them as matters for the Indian Union.
Since MR. JiNNAH has already expressed a
liberal attitude towards such States as
desire to enter relations -with Pakistan,
there is good hope that in time all States
will find their footing, but the unilateral
termination by the British Government of
the existing treaties and engagements will
shortly cause a situation not free from
anxiety,

The course of the debate, no less than
the cordiality of the welcome given to the
Bill from every side of the House, will
make clear to the reorles of India the
determination of all sections of opinion in
this country to lend the fullest aid and
support to the two Dominions so shortly
to emerge into nationhood. But for this
support to be effective, it is essentia] that
the new partners in the Commonwealth
should agree to work together for the
common good of both. FEach will be in
cvery sense an independent State; but

independence by itself is not enough to
ensurc the benefits of freedom. The pro-
gress and prosperity of the Indian Union
and of Pakistan, as well as of the myrlad
peoples who compose their populations,
must depend above all upon the reso-
lution of the statesmen on cither side
to conduct their mutual relations,in the
same fraternal spirit from which the Com-
monwealth itself derives its abiding
strength and vitality.

' The Times !

July 11, 1947
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BIRTH OF TWO NEW DOMINICNS

LORD MOUNTBATTEN ON A FRIENDLY
PARTING

In accordance with the grant of independence to India the two
new Dominions of India and Pakistan carne into being at midnight.
Lord Mountbatten, whose advancement to an earldom is
announced, was present yesterday at a ceremony in Karachi, the
capital of Pakistan, and .referred to the fact that Great Britain and

Pakistun were parting as friends.

CEREMONIES IN
KARACHI

PUBLIC APATHY
From Our Special Correspondent

KARACHI, Aua. 14

To-day's elaborate ceremonies in the
capital of Pakistan were marked by a sur-
prising lack of popular enthusiasm. When
Mr. Jinnah arrived at the Constituent
Assemibly there were shouts from. the
crowd of * Qaid-i-Azam zindabad !”
(* Long ‘ive our great leader ! ™), and
later, when he and the Viceroy drove
through the main streets of Xarachi'in
an open car, there was some shouting of
slogars  organized by Muslim cheer-
leaders, Otherwise there was a genersl
air of apathy on the part of the people.
Some of the main streets through which
the procession passed were half empty
except for the troops lining the road, and
many of the reserved seats for distin-
guished citizens in front of the Assembiy
Hall were unused.

it is a puzzling phenomenon, and the
visitor does not know whether to put @
down to the lethargic temperament of the
ordinary Sindi, to the {act that the majority
of the population of Karachi is Hindu, or
1o~ @ realization by its inhabitants of the
tremendous problerss which overshadow

PAKISTAN will
be farmed from
the sh§d¢d areas

rad)]
THE KING’S MESSAGE

Mr, Jinnah, Governor-Genersl of Paki-
stun, accompanied by his sister, Miss
Fatima Jinnah, arrived at the Constituent
Assembly  from  Government House ot 9
o'clock., Lord snd Lady Mountbatten, the
Viceroy and Vicereine, arrived five minutes
later and were welcomed by Mr. Jinnah.
Guards of honour were mounted by the oyal
Indian Navy and the Ist Battalion, The Royal
Scots, with the latter’s pipe band.

Sitting on the dais on the right of Mr.
Jinnah, the Viceroy, in npaval usniform,
addressed the Assembly and first read the
following message from the King: —

“ 1 send you my greetings and warmest
wishes on this great occasion when the new
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Domwinica of Pakistan is about to take its place
in the British Commonwealth of Nations. in
thus achieving your independence by apregs
ment you have set an example .?N freecdom-
loving people throughout the : .

* ' know thut I can speak for a secnons'of
opinion within the British Commonwealth
when 1 say that their support will not fail you
in upholding democratic principies. - J am con-
fident that the statesmranship and spirjt of co-
operatiop which bhave led to =hc‘ glsto.ncﬂdgr
velopments which you arc ne corating will
be the best guarantee of your {uiure g?gzppmcgs
and prosperity.  Great ,r:FDrms,xbu;ues lie
ahead of you and your leaders.  May the bless-
ings of the Almighty sustain you 1n ali your
futnre tasks. Be assured always of my sym-
pathy and support as I watch yoear comm}’xmg
efforts to advence the cause of hgmamty.

The Vicerev said that he spcoke. to-day as
Viceroy. To morrow he wouid be the con-
stitutional head of Pakistan’s neighbour, the
Dominjon of India. But the leaders’of both
Governments had invited him to be the
independent chairman of the Joint Defence
Council, an honour which he would strive to
merit,

/ {

AN EVENT IN BISTORY

* To-morrow.” the Viceroy went on, ““ two
new sovereign States will take their place in
the Commonwealih: not young nations, but
the heirs of old.and proud civilizations: fully
independent States whase leaders and statess
men are already known and respected throughs
ont the world, whose poets ard philosophers,
scientists and warriors, have made their im-
perishable contribution to the service of man-
xind: not iromature Governments or weak,
but fit:to carry: their great share of rs¢ponsis
bility for the peace and progress of the world;
The birth of Pakistan is an event in_ history,
We who are part of history and are helping
to make it are not well placed, ever if we
wished, to maralize on the event, to look back
and survey tiie sequence of the past that has
led to it.”’ :

The Viceroy then paid a tribute to Mr.
Jinnah and to the other Muslim leaders, and
also to those who had advised and assisted the
progress of the negotiations, and wwho had kept
the machinery of admigistration ruaning under
areat difficulties. .

* All this has been achieved with toil and
sweat. I wish I could say also without tears
and blood, but terrible crimes have been com-
mitted. It is justifiable to reflect, however,
that far more tlerrible thinps might have
happened if the majority hud nol . proved
worthy of the high endeavours of their leaders
and had not listened to that great appeal which
Mr, Jionah and Mabatma Gandii (ogether
made.” .

The Viceroy Tecalled a statement of the
Purtition Council which, in the name of the
wo Governraents, had guaraniee. Yberty of

cspeech and religion. He saicd 't vothing
Jess than o charter of liberty {0 a !
human race. He also described his i
to Lehore, and paid tribute to all those public-
spirited citizens who had preserved Lahore
from complete ruin,

* This,” he continved, * is 2 parting between
friends who have learned to honour and
Tespect one another even in disagreement. It

is not an absolute parting, I rejoice o think,

not an end- ol comradeship.. “Many of my
vountrymen for generations heve been born in

this country, many have lived their lives in this
country, and many have died here. Some will
‘emain for trade and commerce here, others
in Government service and in the armed forces,
who count it an honour that they have been
mvited to serve you.” :

The Viceroy recalled the remarkable degree
of politicai and religious tolerance which had
!jour:shcd in the reign of the great emperor
Akbar.  He hoped the world would hold fast

to. the great principles which Akbar _had
taught. Concluding, he said: ** May Pakistan
Prosper always; may her citizens ge blessed
with health angd happiness ;. may learning and
the arts of peice flourish in her boundaries ;
and may, she continue in friendship with her

neighbours and with all the nations of the
world.,” *
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Mr, Jinnah then made a brief reply in which
he asked that the thanks of Pakistan be con-
veyed to the King for his message. He greatly
appreciated the good will and sympathy which
Britain had shown towards Pakistan. * We
are parting as friends and I sincerely hope we
shall remain friends. For that reason 1 am
glad so many British officials have volunteered
for service in ngistan. We shall try to make
them hapoy and they will be treated equally
with our own nationals.” Concluding, Mr.
Jinnah acknowledged the congratulatory mes-
sages which had been received from foreign
Governments, . These included the Uniied
States, Exvot, France, Syria, and Nepal.

When the Viceroy and Mr. Jinnah left the
Assembly Hall' a salute of 31 guns was fired
2nd guards of honour were mounted by the
Royal .Air_ Force and the 4th Battalion,
Rajputana Rifles, with the pipes of the Baluch
Regimental Centre and the 5th Baluch Regi-
ment, © They sat in an open car and were
followed in another open car by the Vicercine
and Miss Fatima Jinnah. The route of the
ceremonial drive lay through three miles ol
streets, which were lined by 3,000 men of the
Roya!l Indian Navy, Royal Artillery, Roval
Indian Artillery, Royal Indian Engineers, The
Royal 8cots, Rajputana Rifles, Baluch Regi-
ment, the Royal Air Force, and the Royal
Indizn Air Force, There were some cerc-
monial archways, but the town was not en ferec.
The drive ended at Government House, over
which the Union Jack had been flying since
ihe Vigeroy's arrival, side by side with Mr,
linnah’s Muslim flag—a green background
“oiring a white star and a crescent moon.

Pakistan is officially born at midnight
to-night, when there will be a blowing of sirens
and hooters and a ringing of bells. To-morrow
morning Mr. Jinnah will be sworn in. Other

vengements include a formal parade and
-past, the feeding of the poor, the giving
of sweets to school children, and fireworks and
illurainations.

THE SCENE IN DELHI

PANDIT NEHRU ON INDIAN

AWAKENING

DELHL, Aug. 15 (1 am.)—The new
Dominion of India assumed power of govern-
ment from Britain as the last stroke of mid-
night rang from the Council Chamber of the
Parliament building here.

_Several thousand people packed the main
entrance to the Council House, cheering each
leader as he arrived to take part in the session
of the Constituent Assembly, which began at
11 pum. yesterday (Thursday).

Pandit Nehru, addressing the * indcpendence
meeting  of the Constituent Assembly, said : —

“ At the stroke of the midnight hour, when
the world $leeps, India will wake (o tife and
frecedom. We end to-day a period of ill for-
tune and Iodia discovers herself again.”

Speaking of Mr. Gandhi, who was not
present, Pandit Nehru continued: * The
ambition of the greatest man of our generation
has been to wipe every tear from cvery eye.
“That may be beyond us, but so long as there
are tears and suflering, so long our work will




