"The ground can be slippery (therefore be aware!).'

As the above example shows, the suffix -aré is not restricted to transitive verbs; cf. also the

following example:

én  tad  'he is sick'

Vs.
én tié ka tud- g,
35G  PROG be.sick.INF- REFL
'He's becoming sick.'

6 The adverbial phrase

Adverbial phrases consist either of a combination of a preposition plus noun (6.1) or an adverb
(6.2). The former is preferentially placed clause-finally while adverbs are highly variable in
their placement. There is some freedom in the placement of prepositional phrases relative to
each other:

gin  Scidhd  both- £ k- Stoka.
3.PL 3.go.PFV PREP- 3.SGPOSS  PREP- car

or
gin  5cdhd k- 5tka  both- €.

3PL 3.g0.PFV PREP- car PREP- 3.SG.POSS
They went to him with a car.'

6.1 Prepositions
We will distinguish loosely between primary and complex prepositions.

6.1.1 Primary prepositions
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They consist of one morpheme, they are, with one exception, monosyllabic and express most
of all basic concepts of spatial, temporal or logical orientation. We found the following items

in our data base:
Preposition Gloss
both 'to'
1 'in, at'
‘é 'for'
ka ‘at, like'
K1 ‘with, from'
kdd, ked 'with'
mé, mé for'
naka ‘until
ni '"for'
pi(r) 'for, because of
yo 'to’

Main functions

direction

location

benefactive

location, similarity

comitative, instrumental, source
comitative

purpose

time

benefactive

purpose, reason

direction

The prepositions both, iné kad and ked, m&(g), and p1r) are noun-like in taking possessive

person markers:

1.SG

2.5G

kdd-d4 or ked-a

kdd-i  or  kedd

'with me'

‘with you'
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3SG  kdd-€ or ked€ ‘with him, her'
LEX kddwa or kedwa 'with us'
1IN  kddoénmi or kédonu  ‘withus'
2PL  kddwa or k&dwia 'with ye'

1.SG  kddgli or kédgl ‘withthem'

Note that the prepositions m&(g) and p1r) end in a consonant when followed by a suffix (i.e.
with singular person markers) while elsewhere the consonant disappears, e.g.,

1.SG  még-a ‘'forme or'mine'
2SG  meégi

3SG  mégé

LEX méwa

1IN mé onu

2PL mé wi

3PL  még

Otherwise, it is the object personal pronouns rather than subject pronouns that are used as
complements of prepositions. Thus, in the following example it is the object pronoun g7
rather than the subject pronoun (g2 or gimJ) that appears after the benefactive preposition 7z

wekobo ni g ni okel gni  rdm
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1LEXtellPFV PREP 3PL.O COMPL 3bring.SUBJ 3PLS sheep
"We told them to bring sheep.'

Prepositions are as a rule restricted to occurring next to their nominal or pronominal
complement, cf. (1), but there are also examples of stranding ¢.g. in a cleft construction (2).°

(1) oneko diel mé nd? mé  acama.

3killPFV goat PREP what PREP eating
"What did he kill the goat for? For eating.'

2 na €&  6neko k1 diel? ki pala.
what  REL 3.SG 3killLPFV PREP goat PREP  knife
“What did he kill the goat with? With a knife.’
Examples
1°in, at’
This is a general preposition which, depending on the context, can express a range of locative
and other concepts. The following example illustrates a typical context:

guend  tié 1 ot Wa.
chicken be PREP house 1.EXPOSS
“There is a chicken in our house.’

K1 ‘with, from’

kor gl wina  dhok K lath!

NEGIMP 2hitSUBJ]  2PLS cattle PREP stick
"Don't beat the cows with a stick!"

® The preposition appears to cliticize on the verb in this example, as is suggested by the fact that it occurs between
the verb and the direct object.
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én obino Kt ka'mpala.

38SG  3.comePFV PREP  Kampala
‘He came from Kampala.’

kd, ked “with’
Like k) kad and ked ~ present comitative participants, but where 4 takes nominal ones, the
latter take pronominal participants:

&n tiy6 K mon.
3.8G work.IMV PREP women
‘He works with the women.’

kor iciiém kad '‘wal

NEG.IMP 2eatAP PREP 1EX

'Don't eat with us!'
d. also:
liec dit na rmm ki at.

elephant  bebig REL belike PREP house
‘An elephant is as big as a house.’
VS.

an atidi na 1Pm kad- €.

1.SG 1.SG.be.small REL belkke PREP- 3SG
‘I am as small as he is.”

mé '"for'
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oneko diel mé nd? mé  acama.
3killLPFV goat PREP  what PREP eating
"What did he kill the goat for? For eating.'

diégi  'ndn 6bedo mé Wa.

goats HEA  3.belPFV PREP people 1EXPOSS
“Those goats belong to our people.”

naka ‘until’

kbr naka kdth ocué!

wait until rain 3.rain.PFV

"Wait until it rains!"

ni, mé ‘for’

én  okelo ni dhak? pi.
or

én  okelo ‘mg dhaks pi.

3.SG 3.bringPFV PREP woman  water
‘He brought water for the woman.’

p1 ‘for’
én tiyd pt nikonéi mére.

3.8G work.IMV PREP fiiends 3.SG
‘He works for his friends.’
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yo 'to’

onu gcidho yo kampala.
1IN 1.PL.goIMV PREP Kampala
"We went to Kampala.'

6.1.2 Complex prepositions

They are morphologically complex, consisting of a primary preposition, typically % plus
another element that is almost invariably a grammaticalized noun. We found the following
prepositions in our data collection:

Preposition Meaning Nominal source
1kém ‘about’ ‘body’

e ‘behind’ ‘back’

et ‘beside, nextto”  “side, flank’]
1nyim ‘in front of “face, front|

1 tién, the ‘under’ ‘leg’, “foot’

I wi ‘above,ontopof  ‘head’

path ki, pathka,  ‘instead of
path 1

yo ku ‘towards’

Personal pronominal complements are generally coded as possessive attributes:
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ne-a ‘behind me’
Thet-{ ‘next to you’

Tnyimgr ‘i front of them’

Examples
kor fthak T'kém  grnL

NEGIMP 2.talk.SUBJ  about  thing PROX
‘Don’t talk about this thing!’

gwén ti€ 1tien  yath

chicken.PL be under tree

“The chicken are under the tree.’

aya k- athin éné  Obino pathT  &'thin.

mother POSS- child FOC 3.comePFV instead child
Tt was the child's mother who came instead of the child.'

The extension of an activity in space or time is expressed by the construction ana kd ... ndka

'from ... to"
ocidho . anikak- abim 'naka  moroto.
3.20.PFV  from Abim  to Moroto
'He went from Abim to Moroto.'

obedo antka k-  odiko nakak- othiéno.

3be.PFV from morning  to evening
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'He stayed from mormning to evening.'

Alternatively, £7... ndka 1'from ... to'is used:

Ki kany

from here

6.2 Adverbs

The following is a list of common adverbs:

anika
cién

do

kékén
kany-aciél
kodiko
nakajui
thon

tin

WOro

yam

naka1 kanica bor.

to church be.far
It is far from here to the church.'

‘ever since'
'behind, last'
now
‘only’

'together’

'in the moming'
'usually’

also"

'today’
'yesterday

'long ago'
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A distinct subset of adverbs is formed by relatizing verbs and adjectives:

ber. It is good.'
ot na ber "a good house'
obedo na  ber.

3SGbePFV REL be.good

'It has become good.'
kwar Tt is red."
otedo na  kwar.

3.8G.cook.PFV REL be.red
'He cooked it red.'

Adverbs form a word category that shows the least constraints on ordering. For example, the

adverb woro 'yesterday can be placed clause-finally, clause-initially, or between the verb and
the object: '

(an) anend gwdk woro. 'l didn't see the dog yesterday.'
woro (an) angnd gwok .
(an) angnd word  gwok.

In a similar fashion, do 'now' can occur in essentially any position except between the tense or
aspect marker and the main verb (d):
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a koth do tié ka cue. 'It is raining now.'
rain now be LOC rain.INF

b koth ti€ do ka cle
c koth tié ka cue do.

d koth ti€é ka do cue

There are, however, a few restrictions of occurrence on a number of adverbs, which appear to
be lexically determined.

7 Derivation

We have seen a few derivational mechanisms in the preceding chapters, e.g. the ability to
derive antipassive and anticausative verbs from transitive verbs. The following are a few
additional examples of derivation.

One mechanism concerns the prefixes o- (masc.) and d- (fem.) which are employed
productively for gender distinctions in personal names and other nouns (Storch 2006: 104).
These prefixes serve to form nouns from different word categories, including adverbs (1) and
interrogative pronouns (2), even if this derivation is of limited productivity.

(1)cién 'behind, last' 0-cién (masc.), a-cién (fem.)
'the last born of twins'

(2) kwene '‘where?' o-kwene (masc.), a-kwene (fem.)
'a person from where?'

Abstract nouns are mostly formed by using the infinitive verb stem, while agent nouns use the
prefix - in the singular and é&-/e- in the plural, e.g.,

tedo 'to cook'
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tedo 'cooking'

a-tedo, PL e-tedo 'a cook'

The following is a list of verbs and their derivations:

Verbal meaning | Abstract noun | Agent noun

(‘'someone who X')

SG PL
‘eat (tr.) camd 2-camd e-camd
'steal kid a-kid e-kid
‘wash (tr.) 1ok -1k 100K
'drink (water)' | madhd a-modho e-modho
'see’ nenod A-NENO E-nEnd
know' nend (or néc) | a-née e-néc
un’ JWEC a-pwec E-nwec
‘cook’ tedd a-tedd e-tedo
'speak’ toak a-tvak &-thak
be sick' 0 a-ti0 -t
‘cough' wals a-wals &wal>

8 Pragmatic functions

8.1 Topic

Sentence subjects are normally topics and topics are as a rule not specially marked. They can
however be marked by placing topical non-subject participants sentence-initially:

athm  atié ka aciél  kékén.

child 1.SGbe  with one only
'A child — I have only one’
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atié ka  athin aciél.
1.SG.be with child one
'l have one child.'

Frontshifting to the sentence-initial position can be accompanied by the use of the question
marker -7(which is reduced to a rising tone when the sentence ends in a vowel; see 9.3.1):

dhiag-1 athamo ni okelo  ongko k5.

cow- Q  L.SGthinkIMV COMPL  Okelo 3killLPFV completely
"The cow, I think Okelo has killed it."

A presentative topic can be expressed by means of the stem gi(r)- plus an appropriate
possessive person marker:

1.SG  an gi- 'a  'asforme
28SG  in gi- i

3G & gir- ©

LEX win g 'wa

1IN  6nd gi- 'ond

2PL  win gi- 'wa

3PL gn gi- ‘&

This stem is placed after the topicalized constituent:

dhaks @ @ ba né6.
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woman TOP- 3.SG.POSS

NEG  know.IMV

'As for the woman, she doesn't know.'

an gir- a ba

1.SG  TOP-

1.SG NEG

anco pmo  obinod.

i.SG.know.IMV why 3.come

'As for me, I don't know why he comes.'

8.2 Focus

Focus constitutents, expressing new information, are marked by the particle éné placed after

the constituent:

dhaks 1e0.
woman know.IMV

"The woman knows it.'
Vs.

dhakd  éné 1)co.

know.IMV
"It 1s the woman who knows it.'

woman FOC

oA

Instead of éné, € is sometimes used:

b» &né gn
boo FOC 3PL eatIMV

Tt is boovegetable that they eat.'

'camd.  or

b ¢ gin 'camd.
&

The focus marker is not restricted to the position after the focalized noun but rather appears at

the end of the focus noun phrase, e.g.,
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rom kékén  éng obind.
sheep.PL  only FOC  3.comePFV
't is only the sheep that came.'

Focus participants may in addition be highlighted by an intensifier, as in the following
example:

an ki kom- a €né  ayabd dhdgdla.

1.SG  PREP body- 1.SG  FOC 1.SG.openIMV door
'It is I myself who opens the door.'

Rather than focusing the preceding constituent, £n¢ can sometimes be interpreted as having a
copula-like function. Thus, the focus marker in (1) is roughly equivalent to the copula in (2):

(1) dhak5 ma  én 'néd éne  dhaks 'na.

woman REL 3SG  knowIMV FOC woman POSS.1.SG
"The woman he knows is my wife.'

(2) dhakd na &n o obedo  dhakd 'na.

woman REL 3.SG know.IMV 3.SGbe woman POSS.1.SG
"The woman he knows is my wife.'

9 Other domains

9.1 Predicative possession

As in other languages, have-possession (X has Y), where the possessor is topical and typically
definite, receives an entirely different expression than 'belong-possession, where it is the
possessee that is topical while the possessor is normally indefinite. The former is coded by
means of a comitative construction using ## k1 'be with' as the predicate. The construction has
a wide range of applications, being used not only for permanent possession but also for
malienable (kinship) possession, as in (1), or inanimate possession, where the possessor is

non-human, cf. (2):
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0

2

(an) atié k- athin aciél.
1.SG 1.SG.be with-  child one

'l have one child.'

5t ca tie ki dhdgile ario.

house DIST be with door.PL two
"That house has two doors.'

Instead of 42, the directional preposition bot ‘to' is found in the following example:

aneod ec0d na dhian n-  5thd ward

1.SGknow.IMV  man REL cow REL- 3.die.PFV  yesterday

ni ti€¢  both- &

PROX be PREP- 3.SGPOSS
'Tknow the man who has a cow which died yesterday.'

Since the negative counterpart of 77¢ 'be, exist' is pé 'not to be, be absent', #7¢ can be replaced by

or

pé in negative possession, although this is not a requirement, as the following examples
illustrate:
an ba atié Ki  gGénd.

1.SG NEG 1.SG.be with chicken

an apeé Ki  gGénd.

1.SG  1.SG.NEG.be with chicken

87



‘Belong-possession is coded by a predicate consisting of the copula bédo and the purpose
preposition ¢ 'for’, thus literally translatable as 'Y is for X', e.g.,

- -~ -

diégii 'mon  obedd mé  jd wa.

goats  HEA 3bePFV PREP people 1.EXPOSS
‘Those goats belong to our people.”

We have presented pronominal forms of belong-possession in section 5.2.4, which are
constructed with the “inalienable” set of person markers postposed to the prepositional root
meg)-, e.g.,

obedd még &

3.be.PFVPREP- 1.SG

Tt is mine.'
9.2 Comparison
Both equative and similative propositions tend to be coded by means of the verb cdlo 'be like,
resemble”:

liec dit ‘cald at.

elephant be.big belike house
'An elephant is as big as a house.'

gin  ciémd calo guonni.
3PL eatIMV.AIP belke dogs

"They eat like dogs.'

Alternatively, the verb ran k1 'be equal with' is used:
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diel dit na rom ki ramd.

goat bebig REL  be.equal with sheep

'A goat is as big as a sheep.'
For comparisons of inequality (X is Yer than Z) there are two constructions. Both involve the
use of the verb /5 'surpass, defeat' as a marker of standard of comparison and both present the
standard as an object argument. They differ in that either

(a) the “predicate” (is Y) is introduced as an adjective or stative verb which constitutes the
first verb in a serial verb construction, or

(b)  /5is the only verb and the “predicate” is presented in a prepositional phrase as a
nominalized verb introduced by the preposition Az

Examples
(a) &cld ca dit > a k.

man DIST bebig surpass- 1.SG.O completely
or

(b) & ca 15- a K1 dito.

man DIST  surpass- 1.SG.O PREP  bigness
"That man is clearly bigger than L'

| When (b) is used, the nominalized verb may be the copula bédo and the “‘predicate” presented
as an adverb of the copula verb bédo:

(b) é&n 15 'a ki bedo  na  tidi.
3G surpass- 1.SG  PREP  being REL be.small

or
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én 15> a ki tino.
3SG  surpass- 1.SG  PREP smallness
‘She is smaller than 1.

[51s a lexical verb when not preceded by another verb.

That /5 is not fully grammaticalized as a standard marker is suggested by the fact that, in

accordance with its lexical semantics of 'surpass, defeat', it can take only standard participants
that are higher in value than the theme participant, not lower. Utterances such as the following
are therefore not well-formed:

*athin ca tidi 15 a.
chid DIST besmall surpass- 1.SG.O
That child is smaller than L'

However, this behavior was not shared by all of our consultants, one of them found the
following sentence to be acceptable:

dhiap  tidi 15 fidc.

cow be.small  surpass elephant
'A cow is smaller than an elephant.'

That (a) has most properties of a serial verb construction can be seen in the following example,
where both verbs have the same subject agreement markers:

an athGdng alol.

1.SG  1.SGbebig 1.SG.surpass.2.SG.O
T am bigger than you.'
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There are two constructions used to express the notion of a superlative:

(a ) Either by using the serial verb construction and simply omitting the standard, that is, by

using the verb /3without a complement, e.g.,

liée thUdne 15.

elephant  bebig  surpass
"The elephant is the biggest.'

an atidi als.

1.SG  1.SG.be.small 1.SG.surpass
'l am the smallest.'

(b) Or by presenting the theme participant as a focus constituent introduced by éné (see
chapter 8):

lige éng thUdne.

elephant FOC  be.big
"The elephant is the biggest.'

an &ng atidi.

1.SG FOC 1.SG.be.small
'T am the smallest.'

9.3 Questions
9.3.1 Polar questions
Polar (yes-no) questions are coded by the sentence-final suffix -1:

- -

gén  ber. 'He is good.'
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&n  ber-1? 'Is he good?'

okélo  tié  kany. 'Okelo is here.'
okelo tié  kany-1? 'Is Okelo here?
Pmd  gmi bédo  kény-1 onyo cidhd  gmi pach?

shoud 3PL  beINF here- Q or go 3.PL home
'Should they stay here or go home?' '

However, the use of the suffix is relatively infrequent, for the following reason: The majority
of syllables in Labwor are open, and the suffix appears only after a consonant; when an
utterance ends in a vowel, the suffix is replaced by a rising tone on the final vowel, e.g.,

gin tié ka-ca. "They are there.'

gin tié ka-ca. 'Are they there?'

én  Obedo  dhakd? p¢, ba obedo  dhakd.

3SG 3.bePFVwomanQ no NEG  3.be.PFVwoman
'Is she a woman? No she isn't.'

dhak3 it 165? e, dhakd 1éo.

woman PROX knowIMV.Q yes woman know.IMV
'Does this woman know it? Yes, the woman knows it."

The question particle is also used in some non-interrogative constructions, namely with topic
constituents (see 8.1) and in conditional protasis clauses (see 10.2.3).
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9.3.2 Word questions
The following question words were found:

and 'what kind of?"
awene 'when?'

kwene, kanya, kanye ~ 'where?

méné 'which?'
na, PL jo méné ‘who?
0o 'what?'
1no, pInd “'why?'

Two of these question words, d #3 and méné, are nominal attributes while all others are

pronouns having clausal participant status.

9.3.2.1 Nominal attributes

Noun phrases containing question words as attributes are placed sentence-finally in their basic
arrangement, cf. (1); however, quite commonly they appear sentence-initially, in which case
they take the form of cleft constructions with the main predication being encoded as a relative
clause, cf. (2):

(1) ‘meno yath méng?
2.SG.see IMV tree which

or

(2) yath méné  n- ‘méno?

tree which REL- 2.SG.see. MV
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"Which tree do you see?

The question word méne is a nominal attribute that is placed after the noun. It occurs most

frequently with the noun 3 ‘person, people!, e.g.,

jo méné  n- 6bino?

people which REL-  3.comePFV
'Who (PL) have come?'

The question word a 173 'what kind of?' contains a linking particle @ (presumably a short form

of the relativizer na; see 10.2) which is occasionally dropped so that the question word is

simply 73 The following examples illustrate both the basic sentence-final (1) and the

sentence-initial position (2).

(I) gintedod 'ciém and?
3.PL cookIMV food what.kind.of

(2) citm and a gn  tedo?

food whatkind.of REL 3.PL cook.IMV
or

clem 1o na gin  tédo?

food whatkindof REL  3PL cookIMV
"What kind of food do they cook? '

9.3.2.2 Pronouns
Like the interrogative attributes discussed above, interrogative pronouns are placed clause-
finally. However, the pronouns can also be frontshifted, in which case they are treated either as

focus constituents or as heads of relative clauses, and in both cases the main predication is
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introduced by a relative clause. The relative clause marker na tends to be reduced to -a in such
cases.

kwene, kanya, orkanyé  ‘where?'

& e 'kany#?

3.5G be  where
"Where does he live?'

na, PL j> méng 'who?'

# -

pa na néo6? dhakd  neo.
or

na- a né6? dhakd  neo.

who- REL know.IMV woman know.IMV
"Who knows it? The woman knows it."

M na in nend?

who REL  2SG  2.SG.seePFV
'Who do you see?'

jpméné  nd i neno?

who.PL REL  2SG  2.SGseePFV

'Who (PL) do you see?'
1o 'what?'
gin  camod nd?

3PL eatIMV what
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or
n na gin - camo?

what REL  3PL eatIMV

'What do they eat?'
1o 'why?'
athin  koko no?

chid cryIMV  why
or

no n- athin  koko?

why REL-  child cry.IMV
'Why does the child cry?"

pI 1> 'why?'

-

&n 6bino pr1d?
3SG  3.comePFV  why
or
pInd n- én 6bino?
why REL- 3SG  3.comePFV
"What did she come for?

As we saw in section 6.1.1, there are occasionally instances of preposition stranding, whereby
the question is placed sentence-initially while its preposition immediately follows the verb:

10 na &  oOneko K1 diel? ki pala.

what  REL 3.SG 3killPFV PREP  goat PREP  knife
“What did he kill the goat with? With a knife.”
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10 Clause combining

10.1 Coordination

Clause coordination need not, and frequently does not involve any linking device, even if it is
always possible to use one:

gin tié ka- ca end an atié kany.
or

gm tié ka- ca an atié kany.
3PL be LOC- DIST but 1.SG 1.SGbe  here

"They are there but I am here.'

The following are the main coordinating conjunctions that are distinguished:

eka "and'
end ‘but'
onyo 'or'
Examples
moén otedo b eka acamo.

women 3.cook.PFV b and 1.SG.eat.PFV

"The women cooked boovegetable and I ate it.'

md gl bédo  kény-1 onyo cidhd g pach?

OBL 3PL  beINF here- Q or go 3.PL home

'Should they stay here or go home?"
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Noun phrase conjoining 'and' is commonly achieved by the phrase g kr'they with":

beld  ginki dhakd ‘dici  obedo  gmi  jaablor.

man and  woman all 3.bePFV 3.PLS Labwor
"The man and the woman are both Labwor.'

The alternative noun phrase conjunctions are onyo and ke 'or'":

mitd ‘cai  kdxde pi 77

2SGwantIMV tea or  water.Q
'Do you want tea or coffee?

10.2 Subordination

10.2.1 Relative clauses
The general marker of relative clauses is na, which is placed between the head noun and the

relative clause. Since relativization is a central strategy for expressing a variety of different
functions, »d belongs to the most frequently used grammatical particles of the language. For
example, relativization is used to present adjectives (1), verbs (2), preposed question words (3)
and other constituents signaling new information.

() pi na bér
water REL  be.good
'good water'

(2) dhiag n- gkvaly

COW REL- 3.stealPFV.AC
'a stolen cow'
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(3 no n- athin -~ koko?
why REL-  child cry.IMV
"Why does the child cry?'

As the examples above show, the relative marker na is reduced to - preceding vowels. On the
other hand, it is also shortened to a in frequently used collocations, such as in common noun —
adjective combinations, e.g.,

ethind na titiné 'small children'

or ethind a titiné

children REL  smallPL

Other than the relative particle nd, no marking is required to present relative clauses. However,

when the head noun is coreferential with the object argument of the relative clause, there
usually is a bracketing structure in that the relative clause takes the proximal demonstrative 77

as a final marker:

ot na AgEDd fi dit.

house REL  3.buildPFV  PROX be.big
"The house that he built is big.'

tié ka nén- athm  na a6 ni?
2PROG INF-  chid REL besick PROX
'Do you see the sick child?

But the use of n7 does not appear to be obligatory, it is not found in examples such as the

following:

dhakd na én 'néd obedo  dhakd na.
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woman REL 3.SG  know.IMV 3.bePFV woman POSS.1.SG
"The woman that he knows is my wife.'

man gng  'athin  na an  amiyo ciém.
PRON.PROX FOC chid REL 1.SG 1.SG.give.PFV food
"This is the child whom I gave food.'

Relative clauses can be used recursively, that is, one relative clause can be embedded in
another:

aneod €c0d na dhiag n-  5thd ward

1.SG.know.IMV  man REL cow REL- 3.die.PFV yesterday

ni ti¢  bot- e
PROX be PREP- 3.SG.POSS
T know the man who has a cow which died yesterday.'

The head noun phrase of the main clause can be coreferential with an adjunct (1) or a
possessive modifier (2) of the relative clause:

(I) man gng  EcUdD na  an  awodthé ked- &

PRON.PROX FOC man REL 1.SG 1.SGwalkIMV PREP-3.PG.POSS
"This is the man with whom I walk.'

() man tne 'dhakd  n- antnd

PRON.PROX FOC man REL 1.SG.see.IMV

athin mérg WA,

child  3.SGPOSS  yesterday
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"This is the woman whose child I saw yesterday.'

Headless relative clauses are presented primarily by means of question words (see section
9.3), such as 575'what?, kanyd'where?', awene ‘when?, with clause-final v€as a boundary

marker. The question word may be followed by a relative clause marker, cf. (1), but this is not
always the case, cf. (2).

(I) ba aned awené na én  bind TyE.

NEG 1.SG.know when REL 3.SG comeIMV PTC
T don't know when he'll come.'

2 ba anéd kinya &n e iyé

NEG 1.SG know where 3.G be PTC
'T don't know where he lives.'

10.2.2 Complement clauses
Complement clause and main clause may simply be juxtaposed, especially when subject
complements are involved, where the connection is achieved by some coreferential pronoun,

.g,
ba Akdnyd athn  merg ma- non  rac 103k.

NEG  3.help.PFV  child 3SGPOSS  PRON- HEA bebad very
"That he didn't help his child is very bad.'

But in general, complement clauses are introduced by the complementizer n7(COMPL):

amitd ni én kony wa.

1.SGwantIMV COMPL  3SG  3.help.SUBJ 1.EX
T want him to help us (both you and me).'
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-

ethind  1éo ni gin  t0o.
children know.IMV COMPL 3PL besick.IMV
"The children know that they (not they themselves) are sick.'

wekobo ni g ni okel gini rom.
LEXtellPFV. PREP 3PLO COMPL 3bring.SUBJ 3PL.S sheep.PL
"We told them to bring sheep.' :

10.2.3 Adverbial clauses
Adverbial clauses can as a rule be both postposed and preposed to the main clause:

omodho pi nabara  dcidho.

3.drink PFV ~ water ~ before 3.go.PFV
or

nabara  6cidho omodho pi.

before 3.go.PFV  3.drink PFV  water
'He drank water before he left.'

&n ba obinod pién onuono t00.

3.8G NEG  3.comePFV because PAST be.sick. IMV

or
pién onuiono tadé 2miyo

because PAST besick.IMV  3.cause.PFV

én ba obinod.

3.8G NEG 3.come.PFV
'She couldn't come because she was sick.'
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The conjunction ndka ‘until' can introduce temporal clauses either directly or as a preposition
of the noun way ‘time; in the latter case the subordinate clause is coded as a relative clause:

ociemo naka  abino.

3.eat.PFV.AP until 1.SG.come.PFV
'He ate until I came.'

én ciémo naka  wag n- abino.

3.5G eat. IMV.AP  until time REL- 1.SG.come.PFV
'He will eat until I have come.'

Cause and reason clauses are coded by means of the conjunctions pién 'because' and p¥yd>

‘why":

én tiyo pién én 6bedd  acan.
3SG  workIMV because 3.5G  3.bePFV poor
'He works because he is poor.'

1

an ‘gira ba anéod pId ibino.
1.SG TOP.L.SG NEG 1.SGknow  why 2.5G.come.PFV
'As for me, I don't know why you have come.'

In conditional sentences, both orders of clauses are possible. The protasis clause is introduced
by kd while the apodosis clause may be unmarked:

ki (]n)  obinod abind kony>.

if 3SG 3.comeIMV  1.SGFUT  help.INF
or
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abino konyd ka  obind.
1.SGFUT help.INF  if 3.come.IMV
'If he comes I'll help him.'

The last syllable of the preceding protasis clause may receive a question intonation, i.e. a rising
tone, and the clause is introduced by the conjunction k4 :

ka  onudno én ba a6 ko obino.

if  PAST 3.SG NEG besick CONJ 3SGIMV
'If he had not been sick he would have come.'

There are two particles expressing purpose, namely eke and mé, where the former presents
clauses and the latter noun phrases including non-final verbs:

én tiyo eke ewll ba10.

3.5G  workIMV PUR  3.buy.SUBJ clothes
or

én tiyo mé wild band.
3.5G  workIMV PUR  buyINF clothes
obinod 'kany  &k-  €!néna.

3.comePFV  here PUR- 3.5ee.1.SG.O
or

0bino kany mé neno na.

3.come.PFV  here PUR see.INF POSS.1.SG
'He came here in order to see me.'
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oneko diel mé n? mé acama.’

JkilLPFV  goat PUR  what PUR  eating
'What did he kill the goat for? For eating.'

kdny g €k kor 5thd gini!

help 3PLO PUR NEGIMP 3die.SUBJ 3PLS
'Help them so that so that they won't die!"

10.3 Direct and indirect speechs
Both direct and indirect speech clauses have essentially the structure of object complement
clauses, being introduced by the complementizer 7.

én okobo ni: abino (ndk) kodiko.

3SG  3sayPFV COMPL 1.SG.come.IMV tomorrow
'He said: I will come tomorrow.'

&n okobo ni &n ¢'bind (ndk) kodiko.

355G  3sayPFV COMPL 3SG  3.SS.comeIMV tomorrow
'He said that he would come tomorrow.'

7 The morphology of this non-finite verb form is unclear to us.
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